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General hints that Israel may 
target Hizbollah leaders 

— ^he commander of Israeli forces in 

j nted Wedn «day that Israel would 
target guerrilla leaders in future. Brig. Gen. Eli Ami- 

tai told officers of the Israeli-backed militia, South 
Lebanon Amiy, that Israel was going to go further and 
harder to retaliate for guerrilla attacks^ the militia’s 
press office said in a statement. “The rules of the 
game have changed. We will hit back two-fold [after 
guerrilla attacks] and our hand will reach the terrorists 
ana their leaders wherever they are" Amitai said, 
according to the militia statement. Amitai said Hizbol- 
ah guerrillas had “crossed the red line” when they 
killed his predecessor. Brigadier General Erez Ger- 
stein. 
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Israeli police recommend court 
action over embassy shooting 

TEL AVIV (AFP) — Israeli police said Wednesday 
they have recommended court action against the secu- 
rity" chief at the country’s embassy in Amman follow- 
ing the shooting death of a guard. Shurek Gefen, -3. 
died of his injuries eight days ago after being shot in 
what Israeli officials said was an accident during a 
shooting exercise in the embassy courtyard. Police 
said they had wrapped up their investigation into the 
incident and recommended that the Jerusalem prose- 
cutor take action against the embassy's security chief, 
w'hose identity was not disclosed Israel's internal 
security service Shin Bet has opened its own inquiry 
into the circumstances of the shooting. 
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Egyptian runs off 
with $110 million 
from bank fraud 

^ CAIRO (AP) — An Egyptian 
fishing tycoon has absconded 
with SUO million in loans 
from banks, police said 
Wednesday. Mark Adel Fahmi 
borrowed the money from four 
banks to finance the expansion 
of his business and then disap- 
peared police said. Nicknamed 
the King of Tuna. Fahmi was a 
major figure in the fishing 
industry in the Mediterranean 
port of .Alexandria. Police said 
he received the credits without 
providing proper security. 

Colombia rebels 
bomb towns, 
free prisoners 

fl BOGOTA (R) — Leftist rebels 
freed 60 convicts from a prison, 
raided banks and bombarded 
diree towns with home-made 
missiles as fighting in south- 
west Colombia killed at least 
five people, authorities said 
Wednesday. All three arracks 
were carried our in Cauca 
province late on Tuesday by 
the Revolutionary Armed 
Forces of Colombia (FARC), 
the hemisphere's oldest and 
largest insurgent force. Tues- 
day's heaviest fighting 
occurred in Santander de 
Quilichao, Cauca's second- 
largest town with seme 4(3.000 
inhabitants. an army 
: spokesman said. FARC guer- 

^ rillas there destroyed five banks 
after looting the vaults, and 
rained explosives-packed gas 
cylinders on police barracks. 

Former Nazi freed 
pending trial 

STUTTGART (AP) — A for- 
mer Nazi soldier who con- 
fessed to personally sh<x>ring 
some 500 Nazi prisoners has 
been freed pending trial next 
mondi. authorities said 
Wednesday. Aliens Geeczfried, 
79. made the confession after 
being arrested last March 3. He 
faces trial April 27 on charges 
of being an accessory to mur- 
der for assisting in the mass 
^ execution of some 17.000 pris- 
* oners at the Majdaneck con- 
centration camp in eastern 
Poland in November 1943. 
most of them Jews. The 50(3 
murders that he has confessed 
to also took place in the same 
month. 

260 million-year-old 
fossil found 

JOHANNESBURG (AFP) — 
South African scientists have 
found the fossil of a 260-mil- 
lion-vear-oid plant-eater, which 
the> "sav is the most primitive 
member of its species yet dis- 
™ covered The discovery was 
® announced Wednesday by the 
University of the Wftswater- 
sjnd. which co-headed the 
research team that found the 
fossil near W1 {listen in the 
country's Northern Province. 
The fossil is the skull of an ani- 
mal belonging to die anomod- 
onts species. Which were the 
earth's dominant land creatures 
some 250 million years ago, 
before the appearance of 
dinosaurs. 

Nationalists hurl 
food at filmmaker 

MOSCOW (R) — Two narion- 
f alisl youths, one armed with a 
^L*as pistol, were arrested after 
throwing food at Oscar-win- 
ning Russian film director 
Nildia Mikhalkov during a lec- 
iure on Wednesday. Interfax 
news agency said NTV televi- 
sion showed security guards at 
Moscow's Central House of 
Cinematography wrestling 
with the two youths and confis- 
cating the pistol. It said they 
had thrown egg* or tomatoes 
__ witnesses were not sure 
which - wl Mikhalkov. 
•That's what it's like to be a 
Russian filmmaker in Russia! 
% :tn apparently agnated 
^ Mikhalkov was shown telling 
the crowd after the incident 


King, Cohen discuss Iraq, 
U.S. military aid to Jordan 


By Francesca Ciriad 

AMMAN — His Majesty 
King Abdullah and U.S. 
Defence Secretary William 
Cohen on Wednesday dis- 
cussed the continuing crisis 
over Iraq and ways to improve 
the readiness of the King- 
dom’s ground forces. 

“1 indicated to King Abdul- 
lah that the U.S. stands firmly 
behind Jordan and that we are 
moving forward with an eco- 
nomic package.” Cohen said 
after an hour- and-a- half meet- 
ing and lunch with King 
Abdullah. 

An additional $300 million 
package, two- thirds in military 
aid and the rest in economic 
assistance, was announced by 
U.S. President Bill Clinton fol- 
lowing die deadi of King Hus- 
sein last month and is current- 
ly before Congress. The U.S. 
already provides the Kingdom 
with $225 million annually. 

“We believe that economic 
stability and progress in Jor- 
dan is key to stability through- 
out the region." Cohen told 
reporters before his departure 
from Marka airport 

Reports from Washington 
last week said congressional 
infighting could delay die bill, 
which is attached to other key 
assistance to Central America. 
But U.S. officials earlier this 
week expressed confidence 
that the legislation would go 
through. 

The Jordan News Agency. 
Petra, reported that King 
Abdullah voiced appreciation 
for the U.S. administration and 
Congress’ support to Jordan’s 
development, stressing that 
combating poverty and unem- 
ployment is the main target of 
government efforts. 

King Abdullah also emphar 
sised Jordan's extermination 
to modernise its Armed Forces 
so that it could play “its crucial 



His Majesty King Abdullah escorts U.S. Secretary of Defence William Cohen upon 
their arrival Wednesday at the Royal Palace (AFP photo) 


role in maintaining regional 
peace,” Petra said. 

Reporters travelling with 
Cohen quoted unnamed U.S. 
officials as saying that the U.S. 
will help Jordan improve its 
army readiness and boost anti- 
tank forces with U.S. TOW-2 
and Dragon anti-tank missiles, 
modem all-terrain vehicles 
and night-vision equipment 

Reuters news agency quoted 
a senior U.S. defence official 
as saying the Kingdom plans 
to make its ground forces 
more mobile to protect its bor- 
ders and contain smuggling 
and infiltration from neigh- 
bouring countries. 

Cohen firmly denied reports 
published in yesterday's local 
press that the U.S. had plans to 
split up Iraq. 

T also made clear to die 
King that the stories about the 
U.S. supporting the breakup of 
Iraq are false and without any 


foundation.” he told journal- 
ists. 

A1 Arab A1 Yawm on 
Wednesday talked of an 
“American plan” to overthrow 
the regime of Iraqi President 
Saddam Hussein by July, and 
said a new leadership in Bagh- 
dad would accept a confedera- 
tion with a Kurdish state to be 
established in the north of the 
country. 

“We are not supporting any 
concept of a federation [with a 
Kurdish state] and we support 
the continued territorial 
integrity of Iraq.” Cohen 
affirmed. 

“So those reports that have 
surfaced here in Jordan and 
elsewhere are, in fact without 
any substance or foundation.” 

However, Cohen reiterated 
Washington's belief that “as 
long as Saddam Hussein 
remains in power, the Iraqi 
people will not be able to 


enjoy the benefits of peace and 
stability." 

He said the United Nations 
recently filed a report accord- 
ing to which the Iraqi regime 
stored some $275 million 
worth of medical supplies and 
medicines in warehouses, 
refusing to distribute them to 
the people. 

“So the suffering that is now 
visited upon the Iraqi people is 
due to the fact that Saddam has 
the ability to distribute these 
medicines and has refused to 
do so,” Cohen chaigwL 

Joidan has long affirmed its 
rejection of the use of force to 
settle the Iraqi question, while 
insisting that Baghdad comply 
with UN. Security Council 
resolutions and the suffering 
of the Iraqi people be alleviat- 
ed. 


(Continued on page 2 ) 


King, Arafat hold talks on 
faltering peace process 

PNA leader reiterates stand on May 4 date 


By Saad G. Hattar 

AMMAN — His Majesty 
King Abdullah held talks in 
Amman Wednesday with 
Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat, 
who reiterated his resolve to 
declare a Palestinian state by 
May 4. 

"The fourth of May target is 
quite important,’’ Arafat was 
quoted as saying by the Jordan 
News Agency, Petra. “It is 
rather an eventuality for the 
Pal estin ian-Lsraeli [peace] 
accords which should be 
respected.” 

Meanwhile, the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation's 
number two in the chain of 
command Mahmoud Abbas 
(Abu Mazen), denied an Asso- 
ciated Press report which 
reported that King Abdullah 
urged Arafat not to declare a 
Palestinian state on May 4. 

“The Jordanian Monarch 
never made such a statement,” 
said Abu Mazen. who attended 
the talks. “Neither Jordan nor 


Egypt tried to convince us of 
anything," Abu Mazen told the 
Jordan Times. “We consult with 
cur Arab brethren but eventual- 
ly they accept our decision.” 

The Palestinian leader, who 
visited Cairo earlier this week 
and met with the Egyptian and 
Libyan leaders, has embarked 
on a regional tour ahead of his 
visit to Washington, scheduled 
for March 23. 

His tour aims at mustering 
support for his plan to declare a 
Palestinian state by May 4. the 
initial date for winding up the 
final status negotiations 
between Israel and the Pales- 
tinians. 

Jordanian officials have pri- 
vately teen lukewarm to the 
idea of a unilateral declaration, 
fearing that it could further 
erode an already faltering peace 
process. They are concerned 
that such a move, coming only 
two weeks before elections in 
Israel, could ultimately lead to 
the victory of anti-peace politi- 
cians. 


The United States, the Euro- 
pean Union and Egypt have 
reportedly been trying to coax 
Arafat into postponing the dec- 
laration until after the Israeli 
elections, slated for May 17. 

The Palestinian leader has 
indicated on several occasions 
that he might delay the declara- 
tion if he received a number of 
assurances from Israel and the 
international community. They 
include a complete freeze on 
settlement expansion in the 
West Bank and the implemen- 
tation of the Wye agreement, 
according to Palestinian 
sources. 

During Arafat’s brief visit to 
Amman, King Abdullah and 
foe PNA president held a tete-a- 
tete followed tty broader talks 
with senior aides. 

"The talks covered the peace 
process and the hurdles facing 
its progress, notably on the 
Ralestinian-Israeli track,” Petra 
said. 

(Continoed on page 2) 


King meets with Kuwaiti investment 
group officials, Syriac patriarch 


AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Majesty King Abdullah on 
Wednesday received represen- 
tatives of a Kuwaiti investment 
group, who offered their con- 
dolences on the passing away 
of King Hussein. 

During the meeting. King 
Abdullah and the visitors dis- 
cussed Kuwaiti investment in 
Jordan and means of boosting 
it in several projects and sec- 
tors. 

The King expressed satisfac- 
tion with foe level of joint 
cooperation, particularly in 


economic and development 
fields. 

In Older to encourage invest- 
ment. King Abdullah stressed 
that Jordan will facilitate regu- 
lations for Kuwaiti investors. 

Royal Court Chief Abdul 
Karim Kabariti attended the 
meeting. 

Also Wednesday, King 
Abdullah received the bead of 
foe Syriac Catholic Church of 
Antioch. Patriarch Ignatios 1 
who offered his condolences 
on the passing away of King 
Hussein. King Abdullah 


expressed appreciation for the 
Patriarch and his denomina- 
tion. . 

King Abdullah on Wednes- 
day recognised a number of 
graduates of the King Ai Hus- 
sein Ben Ali Brigade. The 
King, who was received by 
HRH Prince Talal Ben 
Mohammad, the King's advi- 
sor for national security affairs 
and the Slate Security Council 
rapporteur, attended (raining 
shows conducted by the grad- 
uates and the Royal Special 
Forces. 


Parliament rejects 
premier’s resignation 
from Lower House 


By Tareq Ayyoub 

AMMAN — Parliament 
on Wednesday rejected 
the principle of separating 
the executive from the 
legislative branches by 
overwhelmingly voting 
against the resignation of 
Prime Minister Abdur- 
Ra’uf S. Rawabdeh as a 
deputy in the Lower 
House. 

Rawabdeh, who was 
appointed Thursday as 
prime minister replacing 
Favez Tarawneh. submit- 
ted his resignation to the 
SO-member chamber and 
urged his colleagues to 
accept it. 

“I find myself com- 
pelled to submit my resig- 
nation hoping that you 
would accept it” Rawab- 
deh wrote in his resigna- 
tion letter, which was 
rejected by 59 lawmakers 
and approved by only four 
deputies of the 67 who 
attended the session. 

The Lower House’s 
internal regulations stipu- 
late that the resignation of 
any of its members 
receive the approval of 
two-thirds of the cham- 
ber. 

Following the appoint- 
ment of Tarawneh in 
August 1998, four of his 
ministers, who were sena- 
tors, submitted their res- 
ignations. which were 
approved by the Upper 
House. 

Although the Constitu- 
tion does not prevent 
deputies from holding 
Cabinet posts, the late 


King Hussein had urged 
that the legislative and 
executive powers remain 
separate. 

During Wednesday’s 
session, deputies said 
Rawabdeh’s resignation 
could set a precedent pre- 
venting Parliament mem- 
bers from taking govern- 
ment portfolios. 

They said that Rawab- 
deh’s resignation did not 
include sufficient justifi- 
cations. 

Rawabdeh, who won a 
seat in the 1997 parlia- 
mentary elections in the 
northern govemorate of 
Irbid. ruled out specula- 
tion that his resignation 
was a signal that Parlia- 
ment would soon be dis- 
solved. 

The 22-member Cabinet 
does not include any other 
deputies. 

Deputy Fawaz Zou'bi 
described the appoint- 
ment of Rawabdeh as pre- 
mier as a “reward" to the 
Lower House and urged 
his colleagues to reject 
the resignation. 

Rawabdeh’s position as 
“the head of the govern- 
ment will serve the inter- 
ests of Parliament and the 
Cabinet” said Zou’bi. a 
deputy also representing 
Irbid. 

Deputy Salameh Hyari. 
who was among the four 
lawmakers who supported 
the resignation, urged bis 
colleagues to approve the 
request because "it was 
Rawabdeh’s desire and 
we should respect and 
approve his wish.” 


Arab houses demolished, Jewish settlement left intact 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AP) — Fearing a showdown 
with Jewish settlers, Israel’s 
prime minister halted the dis- 
mantlement of an illegal Jewish 
settlement, officials said 
Wednesday, even though two 
Palestinian homes were razed 
to the ground a day earlier. 

A call Tliesday to Prime Min- 
ister Benyarmn Netanyahu 
from Education Minister 
Yitzhak Levy, who represents 
the Jewish settler movement, 
stopped the army from remov- 
ing a mobile home, a wooden 
shack and a few water tanks. 


planted by Jewish settlers on a 
rocky West Bank hilltop, 
Levy’s aide Yitzhak Rath said. 

l T must be a prophet. As soon 
as I heard that there was politi- 
cal pressure, I said there is no 
way this will be carried out," 
said a senior Israeli army offi- 
cial, who spoke on condition of 
anonymity. 

On Tuesday, the Israeli army 
demolished two Palestinian 
homes in Arab east Jerusalem 
which were slated to be 
destroyed as part of a deal in 
which the settlement was to be 
removed on foe same day. 


“While the settler community 
is left to flourish, foe Palestinian 
development is being intention- 
ally stymied," said Yoav Haas, 
an Israeli human rights 
activists. 

According to a report issued 
by foe Israel] committee against 
house demolitions Wednesday, 
Israel ' has demolished 6,000 
Palestinian homes affecting 
some 30,000 Rfiestinians, since 
occupying foe West Bank in 
1967." 

Over the same period, 180 
Jewish settlements have been 
built on the West Bank, includ- 


ing 13 new settlements since 
the October signing of a UJ5.- 
brakered Israeli-Palestinian 
peace agreement Shortly after 
foe signing, Israeli Foreign 
Minister Ariel Sharon called on 
the settlers to "grab the hill- 
tops.” 

Peter Lemer. spokesman for 
the Israeli military government 
in the West Bank, called the 
committee's figures “fictitious.” 

HID 777 was slated for 
removal because it was built 
outside the planning scheme of 
the nearby settlement of Itamar, 
Lemer said. 


David Bar-Dlan, a senior 
advisor to Netanyahu, said that 
it is possible that the hill’s future 
will be brought before another 
hearing. “I am sure once Lite 
determination is reached about 
foe legality™ proper action will 
be taken.” 

Settlers at HD1 777 plan to 
build a 30-family community 
on the site. Settlers aim to 
cement Israel’s presence in the 
West Bank in order to prevent 
foe land from going to foe 
Palestinians, who hope to 
establish an independent state 
there. 


Two Palestinians killed by police in riots against death sentence 


RAFAH (AFP) — Palestinian 
police killed two teenagers 
and wounded force other peo- 
ple Wednesday in rioting that 
erupted after a local man was 
condemned to death for slay- 
ing a policeman, witnesses 
stud. 

Relatives and foe Palestin- 
ian Centre for Human Rights 
identified the dead youths as 
Ala’ Al Haras and Kbamis 
Mahmoud Salama, both 17. 

They were among hundreds 
of people protesting in the 
Yabna refugee camp near 
here after a security court in 
Gaza City condemned a local 
resident, Ra'd Al Attar, to 
death for the Feb. 1 killing of 
a policeman in Rafah. 

Anar, 25, a member of a 
Palestinian security force, 
was accused of acting as a 
double agent for foe Islamic 
group Hamas, the main 
movement opposed to foe 
Palestinian National Authori- 
ty (.PNA) and its peace 
accords with Israel. 

An associate of Altai; 
Mohammad Abu Shamallah, 
25. was sentenced to life in 
prison and a third man, 
Ossama Abu Tahar. 24, was 


jailed for 15 years at hard 
labour for involvement in the 
shooting. 

It was the first time foe PNA 
has handed down the death 
sentence against a suspected 
member of Hamas, acronym 
for the Islamic Resistance 
Movement 

In Yabna, police opened fire 
when hundreds of protesters 
pelted them with stones and 
blocked roads with burning 
tires to protest the sentences, 
witnesses said. 

Police quickly withdrew 
from the camp streets after the 
shooting, in which three per- 
sons were also wounded, one 
of them a 10-year-old boy. 

But 1,000 people in a funer- 
al procession for Hams stoned 
local police stations when foe 
cortege passed by, prompting 
officers inside to fire in the air. 
Further unrest was feared fol- 
lowing the burials. 

According to foe PNA, 
Attar, Abu Shamallah and 
Abu Tahar were recruited into 
the police three years ago 
after declaring they had quit 
foe armed wing of Hamas, 
IzzedinAlQassam. 

Prosecutors said the three 



Palestinian youths in the south Gaza town of Rafah stone a Palestinian police station 
Wednesday after hearing that Ra'd Attar, a Rafah resident, had been sentenced to death 
by a Palestinian court for his role in the death of a Palestinian security agent (AP photo) 


secretly continued working 
for Hamas and when they 
were discovered and agents 
moved in to arrest them in 
Rafah on Feb. 1, they shot and 


killed a captain in the Pales- 
tinian internal security ser- 
vice, Rafit Judeh. 

Two children were also run 
over and killed by the three 


suspects as they tried to 
escape arrest in a car chase 
across foe Gaza Strip. 

(Continued on page 2) 
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President Khatami to meet Pope 




Jordan Times, Thursday-Frida y, March 11 - 12, 1999 # 


VATICAN CTTY (R) — Iran- 
ian President Mohammad 
Khatami takes his revolution of 
openness to the Vatican on 
Thursday fora historic meeting 
with Pope John Paul IL 

Making the first state visit to 
the West by an Iranian presi- 
dent since the 1979 Islamic 
revolution. Khatami also 
becomes Iran's most senior 
religious leader to visit the 
Pope. 

Since his election in 1997, 
Khatami, a moderate Shiite 
Muslim cleric and scholar of 
Western philosophy, has often 
called for a "dialogue of civili- 
sations.” 

He perhaps will find no more 
fitting a place for that than at 
the Vatican, a cradle of Christ- 
ian culture. 

Since there are no major out- 
standing problems between the 
Vatican and Iran, whose only 
13.000 Roman Catholics 
would fit into a Vatican hall the 
visit is expected to be more one 


of sweeping symbolism than 
substance. 

The Vatican wants Iran, 
which has vast influence in the 
Muslims World, to open up 
more to the West, disown inter- 
national terrorism and improve 
its human rights record. 

‘The meeting between the 
Iranian president and the Pope 
is of primary importance for 
dialogue between Islam and 
Christianity.” Archbishop 
Romeo Ptmciroll the Vatican's 
envoy to Tehran, told fides, the 
news agency of the Vatican’s 
missionary arm. 

“Iran is a leader of the Islam- 
ic World, with a great influence 
over the Middle East" Khata- 
mi will be the first president of 
the 55-nation Organisation of 
Islamic Conference iOIC) to 
meet the pontiff, Pandroli said. 

‘The significance of this 
meeting for relations between 
the- two religions is truly great." 
he said 

Relations between Catholi- 


cism and Islam around the 
world arc mixed. Unlike 
Catholicism, Islam has no cen- 
tral structure and inter-fiaih 
relations can be good in one 
nation, bad in another. 

Relations between Muslims 
and the Christian minority in 
Iran are generally good, bin 
officials hope the meeting 
between the Pope and Khatami 
will have broader, long-term 
results. 

“A meeting of this kind does 
not bear immediate fruit but in 
the long term it creates a fertile 
ground for dialogue. There is a 
change of altitude towards 
Christians which leads one to 
be hopeful" Pandroli said. 

In an interview with Reuters, 
Iran's Ambassador to the Vati- 
can Mohammad Hadi Abe- 
dekhoda’i said Iran was cer- 
tainly opening up to the West 
but the West was also rediscov- 
ering Iran. 

“The West certainly has 
realised that in the Middle East, 


Iran is a great country endowed 
with precious resources and 
great potential in an area that is 
geographically strategic and 
very politically and socially 
important," he said. “This is 
why the West wants to improve 
relations with it” 

‘Today, the countries of the 
world intend to establish more 
relations with Iran, because 
they have understood the 
importance of this nation,” said 
Abedekhoda'i. an Islamic the- 
ologian. 

The exiled opposition 
National Council of Resistance 
of Iran wrote to the Pope ask- 
ing him not to meet Khatami 
and listing 33)8 political pris- 
oners it says have been killed in 
Iran. 

The Vatican's position is that 
the Pope will talk to even the 
most controversial figures and 
use the opportunity to discuss 
delicate issues such as human 
rights. 


Israelis see turning point in 
election of Arab Miss Israel 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
t AFP) — Israelis from across 
the political spectrum hailed 
on Wednesday the election of 
the first Arab woman as Miss 
Israel, saying the choice 
proved that Jews and Arabs 
can live together. 

‘This is a clear manifesta- 
tion of equality and coopera- 
tion between Jews and Arabs 
in Israel” said Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu and his 
wife Sarah in a statement 
issued after the election Tues- 
day evening of Rana Raslan 
as Miss Israel. 

“We are proud that Rana 
will shortly represent Israel all 
over the world,” they said. 

Taleb A- Sanaa, an Arab 
Israeli member of parliament. 


found himself in rare agree- 
ment with the right-wing pre- 
mier, whose hardline stance 
in peace talks with the Pales- 
tinians is generally viewed as 
having soured Arab-Jewish 
relations. 

“I was very excited when 
Rana got the title” he said. 
‘This is a symbolic and his- 
toric event which proves that 
the feeling of alienation 
between Jews and Arabs is 
decreasing." 

Ofer Pines, a deputy from 
the opposition Labour Party, 
said Raslan’s election “shows 
how mature Israeli society is." 
Pnina Rosenblum, a top 
model turned cosmetics mag- 
nate who is running for a seal 
in parliament in May elec- 


tions, said the election of 
Raslan “is a message of peace 
and conciliation with the Arab 
World.” 

Rosenblum, who was a jury 
member in the Miss Israel 
contest, went on to suggest 
Raslan's victory should also 
send a message to Syria “that 
we must resume peace nego- 
tiations" broken off three 
years ago. 

Raslan, 21, from the mixed 
Jewish- Arab city of Haifa in 
northern Israel was previous- 
ly the beauty queen of Israel’s 
million-strong Arab minority. 

She succeeds Israeli linor 
Abargil. 18, who was 
crowned Miss World in 
November and has been in the 
news for pressing charges 


against an Israeli man who 
allegedly raped her just weeks 
before the beauty contest. 

In a radio interview 
Wednesday, Raslan said “it's 
not important whether I'm 
Arab or Jewish, we must 
show the world that we can 
live together because there is 
no difference between Arabs 
and Jews, we are all human." 

Arab Israelis, who make up 
18 per cent of the population, 
elect members to parliament 
but complain of economic 
and social discrimination 
which has left their communi- 
ties underdeveloped in terms 
of infrastructure, education 
and job possibilities. 



A plume of black smoke rises from a yellow taxi cab moments after an explosion out- 
side a shopping centre in Istanbul Wednesday, which killed one person. Police said 
the blast that tore apart a yellow taxi cab and killed the driver and injured six others, 
was the result of a time bomb (Reuters photo) 


King, Cohen discuss Iraq, 
U.S. military aid to Jordan 


King, Arafat hold talks on faltering peace process 


(Continued from page 1) 

King Abdullah underlined 
Jordan’s support for “our 
Palestinian brethren'* and 
expressed his concern over the 
foundering peace process, 
according to the agency. 

The King said he was wor- 
ried about the failure “to 
implement the Wye River” 
accord, which was signed in 
Washington last December by 
Israel and the Palestinian 
National Authority (PNA). 

Brokered by Clinton and the 
late King Hussein, the Wye 
River accord provided for 
redeployment of Israeli troops 
in the West Bank in return for 
PNA security guarantees. 

Arafat placed the blame 
squarely on Israel, deep in an 
internal elections imbroglio. 


JORDAN TELEVISION 

Tel. 4773 11 1 -19 
PROGRAMME TWO 

19: 10 News headlines 

19:35 Doc. — Perspective 

20:00 News in Arabic ^ Channel 
2 links up with channel I ) 

20:30 Programme on the late 
His Majesty King Hussein 
21:00 Islamic History in Jordan 
2130 ...On the Banks of Jordan 

22:00 News in English 

22:10 Doc. — National Geo- 
graphic 

23:00 ..News in Arabic (Chan- 
nel 2 links up with channel I) 

PRAYER TIMES 

04:31 Far 

05:48 (Sunrise) Duha 

11:46... Dhuhr 

15:07 ‘Asr 

17:44 — Maghreb 

19:00 „.‘[sha 

CHURCHES 

St Mary of Nazareth Church 
Sweifieh, Tel 5920740 
Assemblies of God Church TeL 
4632785 

St Joseph Church TeL -....4624590 
Terra Sancta Church TeL 4622366 
Anglican Church Tel. 
4624853/462481 1. 

St Afrem Syrian Orthodox 
Church TeL 4771751. 

Amman International Church 
TeL 5865897 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation TeL 568S404 
The Evangelical Local Church 
in Amman Tel. 5811295 
Church of Jesus Christ of Lat- 
ter Day Saints Tel. 4654932 


for failing to implement the 
latest peace deaL But he 
stressed, however, that the 
PNA would pursue consulta- 
tions and contacts with (he 
United States in a bid to 
unlock the stalemate. 

“Arafat briefed King Abdul- 
lah on the agenda of his forth- 
coming visit to Washington,” 
in which he is due to hold cru- 
cial talks with Clinton. Petra 
said. 

The Palestinian leader also 
held talks with Prime Minister 
Abdur-Ra'uf S. Rawabdeh, 
who stressed the need for 
inter-Arab coordination ahead 
of Arafat's talks with Clinton. 

Petra said they agreed to 
hold a tripartite Jordanian- 
Palestinian-Egyptian meeting 
in Amman “within the next 
few days” in an effort to sup- 


port the Palestinian leader- 
ship. 

Jordan and Egypt are the 
only two Arab states to have 
struck peace treaties with 
Israel. 

During their talks, the King 
and Arafat stressed the neoj to 
bolster Jondanian-Pakstiman 
ties on all levels, notably in the 
field of trade. The King called 
for removing the “hurdles” 
hindering the flow of goods 
between the rwo markets. 

Jordan and die PNA have 
repeatedly accused Israel of 
imposing administrative and 
security restrictions which 
limit die flow of Jordanian 
goods into the self-rule mar- 
kets. 

According to official fig- 
ures, Jordan exported in 1998 
goods worth Jess than $25 


million to the self-rule areas, 
compared to Israeli exports to 
Palestinian markets of nearly 
$2 billion in the same year. 

Five years after it signed the 
Oslo agreement with the 
Palestinians, Israel is still in 
control of the two bridges 
linking Jordan with the West 
Bank. 

Arafat's visit to Jordan 
Wednesday was his first since 
be attended the funeral of 
King Hussein on Feb. 8. 

A few days after die funeral 
Arafat reiterated his offer to 
form a J ordani an-Pal estinj an 
confederation. 

Jordan dismissed the pro- 
posal then as premature and 
stressed that such a formula 
could only see the light after 
the creation of an independent 
Palestinian stale. 


( Continued from page 1) 

King Abdullah has voiced 
the Kingdom s determination 
not to allow any party to use 
its territory as a “spring- 
board” for interference in the 
internal affairs of neighbour- 
ing countries.’ 

Jordan's stand on Iraq 
stems from the conviction 
that any change in Iraq must 
be decided by the Iraqi peo- 
ple. officials have said. They 
have privately expressed 
scepticism about the ability 


of the Iraqi opposition based 
abroad to effect change in 
Iraq, saying it was not fully 
inclusive. 

On the Middle East peace 
process, Cohen said; “It is 
something that the U.S. feels 
very committed to, and I 
know the Jordanians are very 
interested in." 

The U.S. defence secretary, 
who placed a wreath on the 
grave of King Hussein, 
arrived here from Kuwait, 
following a tour of six Gulf 
slates that diplomats said was 


aimed at dr ummin g up sup- 
port for the now daily U.S. air 
strikes against Iraq. 

He was expected in Cairo 
later on Wednesday, and in 
Israel today, completing his 
nine-nation tour that started 
last week. 

Cohen's tour came under 
attack from the Gulf press, 
vocally critical of operation 
“Desert Fox.” Qatar on Tues- 
day bluntly asked Cohen to 
stop the air strikes and allow 
the U.N. to resolve the nine- 
year-old Iraqi crisis. 


Two Palestinians killed in riots 


(Continued from page 1) 

Hamas officials insist the 
three quit the organisation and 
that the Rafah shootout was 
the result of a dispute between 
rival branches of the Palestin- 
ian security apparatus. 

Wednesday's sentences 
were handed down after an 
unusually open two- week 
trial in the PNA security 
court, which normally issues 
judgements following snap. 


closed door hearings. 

Relatives of Attar broke 
down after the announcement 
of his condemnation. 

The death sentence has to 
be approved by PNA Presi- 
dent Yasser Arafat who has 
raised a storm of protest from 
human rights groups in recent 
months by authorising the 
executions of three Palestin- 
ian security officers convicted 
of murder. 

Palestinian military courts 


have handed down 25 death 
sentences since the autonomy 
government was created in 
1994. 

But Arafat has only signed 
the death warrants against 
three of the condemned — 
two brothers who worked in a 
Palestinian security unit and 
murdered two other men in a 
clan feud last August and a 
police colonel executed last 
month for raping a six-year- 
old bov. 
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St John the Baptist at De la 
Salle College TeL 5661757 
Church of the Annunciation 
TeL 4637440 

Greek Orthodox Church TeL 
4646138 

Church of Presentation, Swei- 
fiehTel. 5920146 
The Uniate Catholic Church 
TeL 4624757 

The English-Language 
Catholic Parish Tel. 4614190 
Evangelical Free Church Tel 
4892679 

The Baptist Church TeL 
4628052 

Hie Armenian Catholic 
Church TeL 4771331 
The Armenian Orthodox 
Church TeL 4775261 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment vf Meteorology 

Temperatures are expected to 
rise slightly with skies partly 
cloudy, and winds northwest- 
erly to northeasterly moderate. 
In Aqaba, winds will be 
northerly moderate, and seas 
calm. 

Ammon 05/17 

Aqaba 1 1/26 

Deserts 04/20 

Jordan Valley 1 1/25 

Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 15. Aqaba 25. 
Humidity readings; Amman 


40 per cent, Aqaba 25 per 
cent 

Following are the tempera- 
tures expected today in the fol- 
lowing areas: 

Ajloun 04/12 

Jerash 06/17 

Um Qays 06/17 

Madaba 06/16 

Petra 05/17 

Dead Sea 11/22 

USEFUL 
TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 
NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dc FakherBilbag. -5522233 

Dr. AdoanZagbloui .4898140 

Dc HaniAl Ahmad 4391336 

Dc Abdul Majid ShaV.439 1 405 

AMMAN: 

Firas Pharmacy 5661912 

A1 Salam Pharmacy 4636730 
Mayadah Pharmacy ..5537004 
RuknAlDawa Pharmacy 5536169 
IRB1D: 

Dr. IssauSaQi 402)246858 

Fou’ad Pharmacy (02)275360 

ZARQA: 

Dr. ZubourQadi .....(05 1906606 
Palestine Pharmacy.. (05)983562 

EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre... -46371 1 1 


Civil lAfeaxCtparnKnC 5661 1 i f 
Civil Defence Immediate Res- 
cue .4630341 

Civil Defence Emergency 199 

Re*ue Rjfce 192,4621 1 1 1.4637777 

Fire Brigade -.46I710J 

Blood Bank. 4775121 

Highway Police — 5343402 

Traffic olice -..4896390 

Public Security DepL... .463032 1 

Hotel Complaints 5605800 

Price Complaints. 5661 176 

4897467 

Amman Municipality Com- 
plaints .’478711 1 

Telephone Information (directo- 
ry assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls .0132 

Central Amman Telephone Repairs 

4623101 

Abdali Tel. Repairs 5661 101 

Jordan Television 4773 1 1 1 

Radio Jordan 47741 1 1 

Water Authority 5680100 

J. Electricity Authority 58 1 56 1 5 

Electric Power Co .4636381 

RJ Flight Information 44-53200 
Queen Alia Inti. Airport -44-53200 


HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

The Arab Centre for Heart and Spe- 
cial Surgery 5921199 

The Islamic, Abdli __.5666131/7 
Hussein Medical Gsitn* .5S56S56 

Luanda 4630195 

Khalidi Maternity.. 4644281/6 

Akileh Maternity. -4642441/2 

Jabal Amman Matemity—4642362 
Modus, J. Amman. -...4636140 
Palestine. Shmeisani 5607071 


Shmeismi Hospital — 5607 431 

Jordan Hospital 5607550 

University Hospital 5353444 

AI-Muasher Hospital 5667227/9 

AI-Ahii, Abdali 5664 1 64/6 

Italian. Ai-Mufojreen 4777101/3 

Al-Bashir. 477511 1/26 

Army, Marica — . — 4S9 161 1/15 

Queen Alia Hospital _5 157100 

Amal Hospital 5607155 

AlAmol Cancer Centre .5353000 


ZARQA: 

ZanpGovL Hospital *09083323 

Zarqa National Hospital j 09)900560 

Ibn Sira Hospital .(09)986731 

A1 Hikma Modem Hospital 
(09)990990 

IRB1D: 

Princess Basna Hospital .102)275555 
Roman Catholic Hospital (02)272275 
Ibn A1 Nafees Hospital 

— (02)7101372. (02)7103101 

Rosary Sisters Hospital 

102)7102831. (02)7102011 

Speciality Hospital (02)7103100 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital (03)20141 1 1 


FOR THE 
TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALU 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian fRJ) information 


department at the Queen Alia 
International Airport TeL 
(44)53200-5. where it should 
always be verified. Information on 
other flights can be supplied on 
phone 44 f 52 700). Information on 
Royal Wings fliglus can be sup- 
plied on phone 4375201-5 


ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) flights 

05 >45 Jeddah (add; (RJ) 

07:15 — -..Sanaa (RJ) 

08:25 Bombay (RJ) 

08:50 ....JDhahran, Riyadh (RJ) 

09 JO- New Delhi rRJi 

10:05 Beirut [RJ) 

10ri)5 Muscat, Dubai (RJ) 

10:15 ......JJoha, Bahrain (RJ) 

1035 — -Colombo (RJ) 

15:00 New York. Amsterdam (RJ) 

16:25 —London iRJ) 

17:00 Jeddah I add hRJ) 

18:05 ....... Kuwait (RT; 

18:05 Athens (RJ> 

19r05 ....Bangkok, Calcutta (RJ) 
20:00 .Abu Dhabi, A1 'Ain (RJ) 

22:50 Lamaca (RJ) 

02:30 Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

03:00 Jeddah (add) (RJ) 


Other Flights 

13:15 — -Riyadh iSV> 

14:10 . — ShariqahiAH) 

14:45 — Doha(QR) 

15:55 - Dubai (EK) 

17:25 -.Muscat Dubai (GF) 

18:40 .... Beirut (ME) 

19:05 — Paris, CAF) 

20:25 Tel Aviv iLY) 


20:40 Cairo (MS) 

25:10 Istanbul (TK) 

00:25 Moscow (SU) 

01:15 Amsterdam! KL) 

04:10 .London (BA) 

08:20 Alexandria t BA> 

Royal Wings (RW) Flights 
For Thursday 

08:50 Aqaba (arriving ^ QAIA) 
(RW, 

13:45 Tel Aviv (arriving ai Marka 
Airport.) (RW) 

ISKXLAqaba (arriving at Marita 
Airport) (RW) 

23:15 Tel Aviv (arriving at 
QAIAMRW) 

For Friday 

0&50 Aqaba (arriving at QAIA) 
(RW, 

17 JO Gaza (arriving at QAIA) 
(RW, 

18:00 -Aqaba (arriving at Marka 
Airport) (RW) 

18:40 Tel Aviv (arriving at 
QAJA)(RW> 


departures 

Royal Jordanian (RJ, Flights 

Beirut (RJ, 

1 1 ;w Shannon. Chicago CRI , 

-Tunis. Casablanca (RJ, 

11:40 Abu Dhabi. AJ‘ Ain tRj, 
Jeddah (add, (RJ, 

12 = IS Paris (RJ, 

London IRJ) 

Amsterdam, rj, 

Lamaca ,RJ) 


left red-faced 
over 

accusations 


TEL AVIV (.AFP) — Oppo- 
nents of Labour Party leader 
Ehud Barak were called to 
account Wednesday after 
Israel's state watchdog cleared 
him of damning allegations he 
fled after a fatal army training 
accident in 1992. 

Members of Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu s right- 
wing Likud Patty had used the 
1992 incidenu in which five 
elite commandos were killed, 
to nv to blacken Barak's name 
in die run-up to May elections. 

“Barak "s name was unfairly 
sullied and those responsible 
should apologise.” Arieh Deri, 
leader of the religious Shas 
Party, told Israel Radio. 

Avraham Burg, one of 
Labour’s campaign managers, 
called on Justice Minister 
Tzahi Hanegbi in particular, 
who caused a storm when he 
raised the allegations in parlia- 
ment last year, to publicly 
apologise. 

.And the Israeli media sug- 
gested Wednesday that the 
mud-slinging against Barak 
— who opinion polls say is 
running neck-and-neck with 
Netanyahu in the race for 
prime minister — would 
backfire on Likud. 

Both Barak's and 
Netanyahu's offices said they 
would have no official com- 
ment until the report is made 
public. 

During the election cam- 
paign Barak's opponents have 
played on the similarity 
between his family name and 
the Hebrew word for flee — 
“Barach” 

But state comptroller Eliez- 
er Goldberg on Tuesday 
issued a long-awaited classi- 
fied report that cleared the 
then military chief-of-staff of 
accusations he left the scene 
before the evacuation of sol- 
diers who were lolled and 
injured during a top secret 
exercise. 

Five members of die army's 
most prestigious commando 
uniL Sayeret Matkal. died and 
several others wounded when 
a guided missile was mistak- 
enly fired at them at the Tse’e- 
lim base in the southern 
Negev region. 

Reports in the foreign press, 
never confirmed, said the 
exercise was pan of training 
for an assassination attempt 
possibly targeting Iraqi Presi- 
dent Saddam Hussein. 

There were also allegations 
of a cover-up by the military 
leadership of some aspects of 
the accidenL w'hich have 
hounded Barak since he left 
the army in 1995 and entered 
politics. 


2030 

2130 

Intrfah ft? H 

21:45 


22:00 

Jeddah (add) (RJ, 

00:10 Jakarta. Kuala Lumpur (RJ) 

Other Flights 

05:50 . 

...Damascus. Frankfurt (LH) 

14:45 


15:00 

...Annabah. Algiers (AH) 

la35 


17:00 

-Damascus. Dubai (EK, 

18:15 Abu Dhabi. Muscat (GF) 

20r00 


20:50 


21:40 


0135. 


02:15 


04:45 


06:00 


0735 



Royal Wings (RW) Flights 
For Thursday 

08-30 Aqaba (fiom Marica Air- 
port, (RW, 

1130 Tel Aviv (from Marka Air- 
port) (RW) 

19:45-, Aqaba (from Marka Air- 
port, (RW, 

20:15 Tel Aviv (from Marica Air- 
port) (RW) 

For Friday 

0830 Aqaba (fiom Maria Air- 
port, (RW) 

0323 ^ Ia * a Airport) 

16:15 Tel Aviv (from QAIA) (RW) 
2030 -Aqaba i&om QAIA) (RW) 
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Bakers Union says 
millers crying wolf 
over ‘poor quality’ wheat 


By Mohammad 
Ben Hussein 

AMMAN — The Ministry 
of Trade and Industry on 
Wednesday brushed aside 
claims made by two mills 
that the wheat supplied by 
the government is below 
standards. 

Minister of Trade, Indus- 
try and Supply Mohammad 
Asfour told the Jordan 
Times on Wednesday that 
the wheat furnished by the 
ministry to mills across the 
country is normal. 

“There is simply nothing 
wrong with [the wheat]" he 
said. 

Earlier this week, two 
mills in the capital com- 
plained that the grain they 
received from the govern- 
ment's silos is below stan- 
dards. which they say caus- 
es the flour to appear black. 

Reports appeared in Ara- 
bic newspapers quoting a 
miller who called on the 
government to take back the 
wheat and stop providing 
with the low-quality wheat 
because it would have nega- 
tive consequences on their 
business. 

He said his mill has 
refused to pay for the 
wheat, insisting the govern- 
ment take the shipment 
back. 

“The wheat is harmless. 


but at the same time it is 
useless [because the flour 
cannot be sold." said the 
owner without mentioning 
his name. 

In an interview with the 
Jordan Times, Abdul Hah 
Hamawi. head of the Bakers 
Union, criticised the millers 
for creating an uproar “out 
of the blue in order to press 
the new government grant 
them certain demands they 
thought they lost after the 
government of Fayez 
Tara wn eh resigned.” 

“They did not want to 
start negotiating with the 
new government from the 
beginning he told the Jor- 
dan Times without further 
elaboration. 

“Union members com- 
plained against flour sup- 
plied by two mills only. The 
other fi ve mills in the coun- 
try are providing wheat of a 
very high quality," he told 
the Jordan Times. 

“Many bakeries have sent 
back shipments they 
received from the flour 
mills and others are await- 
ing to send the rest of the 
flour" said Hamawi. 

Hamawi said, “assuming 
[the millers’] claims are 
true, the country used to 
receive wheat of a much 
worse quality than what 
they have described, but 
they never complained 


about iL” 

Officials from the two 
companies that have raised 
the complaint, Jordan Mills 
Company and A1 Haditha 
Mills Company, declined to 
comment on the issue. 

Hamawi said, “The gov- 
ernment’s silos contain 
thousands of tonnes of 
wheat, which have been dis- 
tributed without complaint 
Why have the last few 
tonnes suddenly been 
deemed ‘below standard?’" 
he asked. 

Hamawi noted that there 
have been no complaints 
about the quality of fine 
flour — used in cakes and 
pastries — although fine 
flour and the commercial 
flour used in bread are both 
ground from the same 
wheaL 

Other mills contacted by 
the Jordan Times reported 
that they have had no prob- 
lems with the wheat sup- 
plied by the government. 

The Ministry of Trade and 
Industry and Supply has 
taken samples from the 
wheat that the millers allege 
is below par and is current- 
ly conducting tests to assess 
its quality. 

“Those people cannot 
tamper with people’s major 
food supply and should not 
be left alone," said Hamawi. 


What’s Go i n g On 

Films 

• German film “Das Leben ist eine Baustelle" ( with subtitles in English ) at Goethe- 
InstituL Jabal Amman on Wednesday March 17 at 6:00 p.m. 

• “The Mask of Zorro" at Books @Cafe, Jabal Amman on Sunday Marc 14 at 8:30 
p.m. (Tel. 465047/S. 

Lectures 

• “Poetry in the Classroom: Teacher's Requests" by Dr. Nicholas Linfield, at the 
British Council, Jabal Amman on Monday March 15 at 5:00 p.m. 



NGOs visit Hashemite fund 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Repre- 
sentatives of diplomatic mis- 
sions. international agencies 
and regional organisations 
visited ~ the Jordanian 
Hashemite Fund for Human 
Development (JOHUD), on 
Monday, to pay their condo- 
lences to Her Royal High- 
ness Princess Basma. 

During their visit. Her 
Royal Highness expressed 
her gratitude and recognition 
of the supportive role that 
these organisations have 
played over the years, in the 
field of development, and for 
the solidarity they showed 
Jordan throughout such a 
painful time in its history. 

Her Royal Highness said 
Thai the JOHUD is embark- 
ing on a new phase in its 
growth, bearing a new- tide, 
which reflects a ctomnratment 
to the humanitarian vision of 
His Majesty King Hussein, 
and a tribute to the 
Hashemite legacy “The new 
title best signifies the role of 
the organisation as a human 
development fund that focus- 
es not only on social develop- 
ment but surpasses to a 
wider concept thai covers all 
aspects of human develop- 
ment,” said Executive Direc- 
tor of the United Nations 
Development Programme 
(UNDP) Jorgen Lissner. who 
attended the meeting. 

During their visit, the heads 
and representatives of the 
various organisations 

expressed their own contuv 

ued commitment to the 
national development 

process, in a spiiit of partner- 
ship with Jordanian counter- 


parts. Referring to the fund's 
title, and the new chapter it 
represents. Her Royal High- 
ness underlined the impor- 
tance of such cooperation, in 
consolidating the work of the 
past, and feeing the chal- 
lenges that lie ahead. Her 
Royal Highness also reaf- 
firmed the Fund’s commit- 
mem to the human element 
of the development process, 
which she noted is not only 
in keeping with the humani- 
tarian mission of His Late 
Majesty, but mutually rein- 
forces international develop- 
ment criteria. 

As a national NGO, which 
was established in 1978 by 
Princess Basma. the fund 
continues to play a pivotal 
role in the development arena 
throughout the country. 
Recently, the fund has under- 
taken id increase its efficien- 
cy and performance in the 
field, through a process of 
restructuring and planning 
that insures effective respons- 
es to the needs and chal- 
lenges faced by Jordanian 
society. This process was 
commended by the visiting 
representatives. “Her Royal 
Highness has been working 
together with the board of the 
fond to expand its involve- 
ment in socio-economic 
development, concerning 

issues such as employment, 
income generation, empow- 
erment of local communities, 
and the empowerment of 
women,” said. Lissner. 

.Also on Tuesday Princess 
Basma met representatives of 
the women organisations, 
charitable organisations, pri- 


vate schools, dubs, youth 
and cultural centres, coopera- 
tive societies and groups con- 
cerned wiih the development 
process in Jordan. 

Addressing the visitors. 
Princess Basma underlined 
the need for the continuation 
of the social development 
process with additional 
efforts to attain the aspira- 
tions of the late King Hus- 
sein, who, she said, had con- 
stantly worked to help Jordan 
achieve progress and devel- 
opment 

“Onr efforts will continue 
in the service of our country 
and our communities and the 
work will be in extension of 
King Hussein’s endeavours 
which were felt by all public 
sectors and all communities, " 
added Princess Basma. 

Expressing pride in what 
the Jordanian women's 
organisations had achieved 
under the late King, the 
Princess voiced hope that 
further accomplishments will 
be- achieved in the future not- 
ing that Jordan will continue 
to render due support for 
women under His Majesty 
King Abdullah as it did under 
the late King Hussein. 

“We have to join ranks and 
consolidate and mobilise our 
efforts to prove to the world 
that we are able to cany King 
Hussein's message and 
achieve his noble goals of 
developing our country," the 
Princess stressed. 


Rawabdeh says public schools Internet project still on, 
reiterates government’s commitment to JTC privatisation 


By Tareq Ayyoub 

AMMAN — Prime Minis- 
ter Abdur Ra'uf S. Rawab- 
deh on Wednesday said the 
government will proceed 
with a project to connect 
public schools to the Inter- 
net despite a row over the 
project that erupted follow- 
ing the resignation of Jor- 
dan Telecommunications 
Corporation Board Chair- 
man Ali Shukri. 

The prime minister also 
said his government was 
folly committed to the pri- 
vatisation of the JTC. 

Rawabdeh, who 

addressed the Lower House 
of Paarliament yesterday 
during its ordinary session, 
denied that the project had 
been suspended following 
Shukri's resignation. 

“This project is still in the 
works and we will never 
accept halting it” the prime 
minister told the 80- mem- 
ber chamber. “We intend to 
speed up the implementa- 
tion of this project” 

Rawabdeh’s statement 
came four days after the 
resignation of Shukri who 
accused Minister of 


Telecommunications Jamal 
Saraireh of “interfering" in 
the work of the JTC. 

In his letter, addressed to 
Prime Minister Rawabdeh, 
Shukri said Saraireh had 
called a JTC official and 
ordered that a project to 
connect Jordan’s schools to 
the Internet be stopped 
immediately. 

The project had been ini- 
tiated last year at the behest 
of the late King Hussein, 
who in January sent Shukri 
a letter praising the JTC's 
work and directing him to 
oversee the connection of 
the Kingdom's 755 public 
schools to the Internet, and 
launch a mobile phone ser- 
vice network. 

Rawabdeh defended 
Saraireh’s action, saying 
that he was merely asking 
for rime to study the pro- 
ject 

Saraireh also demanded 
that the JTC transfer JD12 
million to the state treasury, 
according to Shukri. 

The premier said that JTC 
is obligated to pay to the 
treasury JD120 million 
annually, in 12 install- 
ments. 


"What the minister 
(Saraireh) demanded is that 
the JTC should pay JD1Q 
million to the finance min- 
istry monthly. The amount 
we requested was available 
to the firm,” the premier 
said. 

Rawabdeh said he 
requested that the Audit 
Bureau investigate all these 
matters and the present sta- 
tus of the JTC and submit a 
report on its activities. 

Last year, the JTC trans- 
ferred JD1 14 million to the 
government. JD7 million 
on a monthly basis and 
JD30 million in extra rev- 
enues, according to a JTC 
official. 

JTC officials said that 
every month the govern- 
ment and the firm's man- 
agement meet to discuss the 
payment [to the treasury] 
based on its projects and 
expenditures. 

Shukri insisted that the 
payment was not yet due 
and was not agreed upon. 

“We have not come with a 
prepared agenda against 
any government official and 
we will refer to court any- 
body who fails to shoulder 


his responsibility in a hon- 
est manner," the premier 
said. 

During the session, 
deputies demanded an 
investigation of the issue. 
Some lawmakers defended 
Saraireh’s action while oth- 
ers charged that the minis- 
ter was simply “settling old 
accounts." 

Deputies Sidqi Shbatat 
and Saleh Jbour praised the 
minister's decision and 
accused Shukri of misman- 
agement. They also accused 
Shukri of allegedly “seiz- 
ing" 145 dunums of state 
lands in Amman’s Humar 
neighbourhood and of 
“accumulating his wealth 
through illegal channels." 

“We call upon the govern- 
ment to investigate how 
Shukri has accumulated his 
wealth and how he has 
come to own luxurious 
homes in different coun- 
tries," Jbour said. 

The two deputies said the 
Internet project launched 
by Shukri was “extravagant 
in nature and will cost the 
treasury millions of dinars" 
when basic school needs 
have yet to be met. 


Deputy Abdullah Akaileh 
accused the minister of act- 
ing against Shukri accord- 
ing to what he described as 
“predetermined agenda." 

“The project Shukri was 
implementing is very essen- 
tial. The minister should 
have waited for a while 
before taking the decision.” 
Akaileh said. 

“There appears to be a 
war of interest between 
those who support the pri- 
vatisation of the JTC and 
those who oppose it. An 
investigation should be 
launched to reveal the 
truth," the lawmaker said. 

When the new Cabinet 
was formed last week, ana- 
lysts said they expected the 
outspoken chairman and 
Saraireh to clash over how 
to run the state-owned com- 
pany, especially on how to 
privatise the firm. 

Saraireh has championed 
selling a large stake of the 
company to a strategic part- 
ner, while Shukri favours a 
public offering of the firm's 
shares on the Amman 
Financial Market to Jordan- 
ian and foreign investors. 


Prince Ali, government 
discuss Haj services 
for wayward pilgrims 


NES metes out one-day suspension to students, 
official says school solicited police protection 
following e-mail threats of vandalism 


AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Royal Highness Prince All 
Wednesday chaired a meet- 
ing at the Ministry of Inte- 
rior to discuss arrange- 
ments for receiving and 
providing services to pil- 
grims passing through Jor- 
dan en route to Saudi Ara- 
bia to perform pilgrimage 
to Mecca. Prince Ali said 
officials discussed the best 
way to serve pilgrims of 
various nationalities who 
cross Jordan’s borders. 

The Prince said a place at 
the International Automo- 
bile Exhibition in Maij 


Ham am has been selected 
which can be used to pro- 
vide meals and other assis- 
tance to pilgrims. Prince 
Ali said the late King Hus- 
sein issued directives to the 
government to offer special 
treatment to pilgrims, not- 
ing that the government 
will look into the possibili- 
ty of offering them tax 
exemptions. 

Prince Ali called on 
clubs, voluntary societies 
and people willing to pro- 
vide food and other forms 
of assistance to call the 
Ministry of Awqaf. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Queen Noor leaves for Bahrain 

AMMAN (Petra) — Her Majesty Queen Noor Wednes- 
day left for Bahrain to offer condolences to the ruling 
family over the passing of the late Sheikh Lssa Ben 
Salman Al Khalifa. Queen Noor was accompanied by 
Their Royal Highnesses Princess Rania, Princess 
Basma, Princess Alia, Princess Zein, Princess Aisha, 
Princess Iman and Princess Alia Al Faisal. 

Abu Odeh returns to Royal Court 

AMMAN (Petra) — A Royal Decree was issued 
Wednesday appointing Adrian Abu Odeh as political 
advisor to His Majesty King Abdullah as of March 10. 
Another Royal Decree was issued Wednesday appoint- 
ing Nabil Amman as economic advisor to the King as of 
March 8. A third Royal Decree was issued appointing 
Loay Khashman as ambassador extraordinary and 
plenipotentiary to Bahrain. 

Prince Felipe leaves Amman 

AMMAN (Petra) — Spain’s Crown Prince Felipe 
Wednesday visited the Holy Land institute for the Deaf 
in Salt, where he was briefed by the institute's director. 
Father Andrew, about its objectives and the services it 
provides to the hearing-impaired. Prince Felipe inspect- 
ed the institute’s sections and the workshops. He later 
left Amman concluding a three-day official visit during 
which he met with His Majesty King Abdullah and 
senior Jordanian officials. He was seen off at the airport 
by Minister of Foreign Affairs Abdul Hah Kharib, Min- 
ister of Information and Culture Nasser Lawzi and Min- 
ister of Interior Nayef Qadi. 

Rawabdeh cables King Fahd 

AMMAN (Petra) — Prime Minister Abdur-Rau’f S. 
Rawabdeh Wednesday sent a cable to King Fahd Ben 
Abdul Aziz of Saudi Arabia condoling him on the death 
of his wife. Rawabdeh sent a similar message to HRH 
Prince Faisal Ben Fahd expressing his heart-felt condo- 
lences over the passing of his mother. 

For water complaints please dial... 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Ministry of Water and Irriga- 
tion has established a complaints office at the ministry 
to receive complaints about water-related problems. The 
ministry has set aside the following four telephone num- 
bers for water complaints: 5661383, 5661526, 5661396 
and 5661536. 


By Dana Charkasi 

AMMAN — The New Eng- 
lish School, the scene of four 
days of student discontent 
over plans to raise tuition 
fees, suspended several stu- 
dents for one day yesterday. 

“The past week has been 
very difficult for all of us and 
[we are] trying to deal with 
[the tuition] matter in the 
calmest manner possible,” 
High School Deputy Director 
and Senior School Head 
Teacher David Reams told 
the Jordan Times. 

“We have suspended some 
students for only one day. 
This is within our regula- 
tions,” said Kearns. 

Kearns refused to elaborate 
on the reasons behind the sus- 
pensions, but conceded that 


the suspensions were “indi- 
rectly connected” to student- 
led strikes over the past few 
days against the proposed 
tuition hike. 

Kearns however denied 
reports from teachers and stu- 
dents who told die Jordan 
Times that some students 
would be refused acceptance 
for the next academic year for 
their participation - in-- the 
protests. ... . 

An. intermittent . strike, 
staged mostly by senior stu- 
dents, spontaneously erupted 
on Saturday after the adminis- 
tration distributed papers 
informing their parents about 
a new tuition structure, effec- 
tive as of the next scholastic 
year. 

Students and teachers have 
given varying accounts about 


the incidents at the school. 
Some have claimed that plain- 
clothes policemen had taken 
students into the school build- 
ing individually for question- 
ing and have alleged that they 
were intimidated to give up 
the strike. Others reported 
that men wandering around 
school grounds were body 
guards hired by the school’s 
owner Sa'id Al Turk. 

In the school’s first public 
comments on the NES inci- 
dents, Reams said the school 
solicited the assistance of 
police in civilian clothes to 
watch and protect the school 
premises after the school 
administration had received 
e-mail throating that the 
school may be vandalised in 
connection with the increase 
of tuition fees. 


GAM opts for parking meters in capital 
to discourage ‘haphazard’ parking 


By Susan Resbeq 

AMMAN — The Greater 
Amman Municipality (GAM) 
plans to install parking meters 
along busy streets in the capi- 
tal in an effort to ease traffic 
congestion and prevent illegal 
parking, officials said Wednes- 
day. 

GAM officials said the 
municipality, whose services 
are extended to just less than 
half of Jordan’s 4.6 million cit- 
izens, wall invite companies to 
bid for the installation and 
operation of the parking 
meters. 

However, the move raised 
some concern among many of 
capital's already cash-strapped 
citizens who will have to pay 
few what once was free -park- 
ing space. 

The decision to install the 
parking meters was approved 
by the GAM council late on 


Tuesday. 

However, GAM officials 
declined to say when the ten- 
der will be floated and when 
tiie devices, similar to those 
operating in big European 
cities, will be in service. 

“We believe such traffic 
meters will help regulate the 
unoiganised and haphazard 
parking of vehicles on road- 
sides and on pavements, espe- 
cially in congested commer- 
cial areas under GAM’s 
umbrella,” said one official. 

“We hope to prevent double 
parking in public places and to 
allow shoppers and visitors of 
commercial areas to find park- 
ing places." he added. 

The GAM will select streets 
where these meters will be 
installed and will coordinate 
with government departments 
to set up necessary enforce- 
ment 

“However, the GAM will 


not be responsible for any 
damage that could occur to the 
parking meters during the 
investment period,” added 
another municipality' official. 

Investors who win the bids 
will have to pay the GAM 
yearly fees — the amount of 
which is still undecided — and 
will set up the meters in coop- 
eration with GAM workers. 

The GAM council also 
decided to donate a two- 
dunum piece of land in 
Abdoun to enable the United 
Arab Emirates (UAE) build a 
permanent compound housing 
the embassy and the ambas- 
sador's residence. 

“The approval was granted 
in reciprocation of the UAE’s 
grant to Jordan of a similar 
piece of land for the construc- 
tion of the Jordanian diplomat- 
ic mission in Abu Dhabi and a 
residence for the ambassador,'’ 
said the official. 


People key to environment protection 


By Dana Charkasi 

AMMAN — A visiting fol- 
bright scholar stressed the 
need to involve citizens in 
efforts to conserve nature pre- 
serves and protect bio-diversi- 
ty 

In a lecture entitled "Effec- 
tive Conservation With Site 
Planning,” Lyttcm Musselman 
said human interaction with 
conservation efforts was a key 
to ensuring the success of 
environment protection poli- 
cies. 

Musselman, manager of the 
Blackwater Ecological Pre- 
serve in the American state of 
Virginia, said human interac- 
tion was a key feature in a plan 
adopted by the reserve there to 
protect long leaf pines through 


controlled fires to enable them 
to grow. 

“This plan was developed to 
fit any land of community 
anywhere in the world.” he 
told the audience of one 
dozen. “This new approach 
accounts for the human com- 
ponent in the preserve and 
people’s interest in and use of 
the site.” 

Instead of fencing off the 
preserve without explanation, 
conservation officials con- 
vinced the local population of 
their interest in protecting the 
sires. 

Musselman believes that 
once locals know the value of 
such a project, they will 
become the site’s protec- 
torates. 

Musselman also underlined 


the importance of public 
awareness campaigns to 
involve locals in environment 
protection efforts. 

However. Jamal Qassem. a 
Jordan University professor of 
agriculture, said Musselman’s 
approach may not be applica- 
ble in the Kingdom, where 
many shepherds rely on ani- 
mals to survive. 

He said such a project 
requires further investigation 
to determine whether or not it 
could be applied here. 

“It’s not enough to only 
explain to people why a pre- 
serve is important. You have to 
offer them alternative sites for 
their animals to graze because 

animals are their sole source of 

income,” he said. 



4 World News 



Holbrooke, Milosevic 
clash over Kosovo 


BELGRADE (TO — U.S. 
Balkans envoy Richard 
Holbrooke locked horns 
with Yugoslav President 
Slobodan Milosevic 
Wednesday in talks 
designed to avert a collision 
with the west over Kosovo. 

As Holbrooke and chief 
international peace talks 
mediator Chris Hill began a 
tough meeting with 
Milosevic, fresh clashes 
erupted in the troubled 
Serbian province, where 
thousands of ethnic 
Albanian villagers have fled 
the latest violence. 

Reporters found Serb 
forces had devastated a vil- 
lage in the south, leaving 
most of the houses in 
smouldering ruins, after 
they moved in to destroy a 
local rebel headquarters 
Tuesday. 

Diplomats could not give 
any indication of the length 
of Holbrooke's talks with 
Milosevic, which follow 17 
days of inconclusive inter- 
nationally-brokered negoti- 
ations in France last month. 

“It's minute by minute." 
said one. 

“We know that Milosevic 
is a master of brinkmanship 
and we do not expect an 
early answer." said EU 
Kosovo envoy Wolfgang 
Petritsch. who met 
Holbrooke early in the 
morning. 

Holbrooke will try to per- 
suade Milosevic to agree an 
autonomy plan to end the 
year-old conflict in Kosovo 
between the security forces 
and separatist ethnic 
Albanian guerrillas. 

Aware of the shortcom- 
ings of a ceasefire deal he 


negotiated with Milosevic 
in October, Holbrooke's 
main efforts will focus on 
trying to convince him to 
drop seemingly implacable 
objections to letting 28.000 
NATO troops police the 
plan. 

The rebels were said 
Wednesday to be “‘within 
hours" of signing up to the 
settlement. But mediators 
remained cautious after fac- 
ing objections from the 
rebels to requirements to 
disarm and the lack of a ref- 
erendum on independence. 

NATO has warned 
Milosevic that it is prepared 
to bomb Yugoslav military 
targets if he is seen to be 
blocking a deal. 

"The threat of greater war 
is ever present." Holbrooke 
said Tuesday, turning up the 
heat for a possible show- 
down. 

"We are only a few days 
away from a tragedy of even 
greater dimensions than 
what has occurred already." 

Diplomats say the next 
round of talks in Paris, due 
to begin Monday, could last 
three or four days, after 
which the air strike threat 
would take on greater 
urgency. 

But only if Milosevic pre- 
sents a clearcut obstacle to 
peace.: which means the 
guerrillas must have signed 
up by then. 

Petrisch said he had spo- 
ken to Hasim Thaqi. head of 
the Kosovo Liberation 
Army's political directorate, 
over the past two days and 
that the guerrillas were very 
close to signing. 

“His basic indication was 
that they are going to sign. 


that it is a matter of hours... 
it is 95 per cent a done deal, 
they just have to make sure 
the last local commander is 
on board.” 

Hill was more cautious. 
Asked about a local media 
report from Kosovo that 
commanders may meet 
Wedesday, he said: “If that’s 
true that's very good news.” 

The mission by 
Holbrooke. Washington's 
diplomatic weapon of last 
resort and one of the few 
Western officials Milosevic 
is prepared to negotiate 
with, underlined the domi- 
nant U.S. role in the interna- 
tional peace efforts. 

But he met ambassadors 
of the six-nation Contact 
Group earlier Wednesday to 
assuage fears expressed by 
some Western diplomats 
that he would cut a deal 
without consulting them. 

“We're coordinating now 
with the Europeans in the 
Contact Group.” Holbrooke 
told reporters on his way 
into die meeting with 
ambassadors from Russia. 
Britain. France, Germany 
and Italy. “We're on a single 
position." 

Holbrooke said he would 
alsd be coordinating his 
position with Russian 
Foreign Minister Igor 
Ivanov, who is due to meet 
Milosevic Thursday. 

Moscow opposes any 
threat of NATO air strikes 
against its fellow-Orthodox 
Slavs in Belgrade but has 
said it is prepared to con- 
tribute to a ground force, 
which is already assembling 
in Macedonia, if Milosevic 
invites it in. 


1 

French press scathing 

about blood trial verdict 


PARIS (R) — French news- 
papers Wednesday were 
heavily critical of the 
acquittal of former Prime 
Minister Laurent Fabius and 
one of bis ex-ministers in a 
1980s AIDS-related blood 
scandal. 

A special court Tuesday 
did convict one former cab- 
inet minister of manslaugh- 
ter but, in a near-unprece- 
dented move, waived any 
senrence against him. 

“After the class struggle, 
now the caste struggle." 
complained the daily 
France-Soir, reflecting a 
popularly held view that 
France's politicians were a 
class above the law. 

The court of justice of the 
republic Tuesday found 
Fabius, currently speaker of 
the national assembly, and 
former Social Affairs 
Minister Georgina Dufoix. 
innocent in the case in 
which at least 3.600 people 
were estimated to have been 


infected with AIDS-infect- 
ed blood and other blood 
products. At least 1,000 
have died. 

Former Health Secretary 
Edmond Herve was convict- 
ed but the court handed 
down no punishment after 
deciding he had suffered 
enough during the five-year 
inquiry leading up to the 
trial. 

France-Soir wrote that “in 
a special jurisdiction, it is 
always the most powerful 
who emerge victorious. 
There should be the same 
court for all .” 

The conservative newspa- 
per Le Figaro said the ver- 
dict had opened another 
trial — that of unacceptable 
privileges. 

“France would be better 
inspired to copy its neigh- 
bours where justice is the 
same for all. Neither 
Britain, nor Italy, nor 
Germany have such proce- 
dures for their politicians." 


The centre-left daily 
Liberation wrote that the 
special court “had con- 
demned itself. Its verdict 
mirrored its make-up and it 
wilt not survive" 

Victims say the accused 
were aware of the risks of 
AIDS-infected blood in 
1984-85 but failed to take 
the necessary steps fast 
enough to protect the pub- 
lic. 

“Politicians are like gang- 
sters — if you don’t catch 
them red-handed, you can’t 
make them pay," said Sylvie 
Rouy, a wheelchair-bound 
ADDS victim whose infec- 
tion through a blood trans- 
fusion led to one of Herve's 
two convictions. 

Francois Honorat. a 
lawyer for some of the vic- 
tims of tainted blood trans- 
fusions, said the verdicts 
were “nonsense" and the 
court had manipulated the 
proceedings to get a 
favourable result. 


13-year-old British opera 
star makes U.S. debut 


LAS VEGAS (AP) — 
Charlotte Church has sold 
two million albums in the 
United Kingdom, performed 
for Prince Charles and the 
Pope and is being touted as 
an opera phenomenon. 

Not bad for a 13-year-old 
who didn't start performing 
professionally until two 
years ago. 

"I never dreamed this in 
my wildest dreams," she 
said, her long brown hair 
falling over her shoulders. 

Charlotte, who has taken 
the opera world by storm, 
made her U.S, debut Tuesday 
at the National Association 
of Recording Merchandisers 
annual convention. Her 
angelic voice, strong and 
pure, captivated 3,000 audi- 
ence members and earned 
her a standing ovation. 

Her album. “Voice of an 
angel." went double plat- 
inum in the United Kingdom 
after just four weeks last 
year. She’s in the Guinness 
Book of World Records as 
the youngest artist ever to hit 
No. 1 on the U.K. charts. 

The British sensation did- 


n’t give much thought to 
singing until a talent show 
when she was 1 1. Charlotte 
was supposed to introduce 
her aunt, a professional 
singer, but stole the show 
when she began to sing. 

Talent agent Jonathan 
Shalit heard about the young 
prodigy and wanted to get 
Charlotte a record deal. 

“No one's going to spend 
S10 million on an II -year- 
old opera singer," Shalit said 
he thought at the time. 
“Everyone in the industry 
told me I was nuts." But 
Shalit knew a sure thing 
when he heard it Charlotte 
was a natural. 

Finally, three record com- 
panies agreed to meet with 
Shalit arid his client. Sony 
Music signed her last year to 
a five-album deal. 

Since then, it’s been “com- 
plete saturation," Shalit said, 
with her record climbing up 
the British charts, constant 
interviews and even a televi- 
sion series planned for the 
young star. 

For all the media attention 
and fuss over her voice. 


Charlotte really is just a 
teenager. She tikes to play 
computer games, have her 
friends sleep over and loves 
“The Simpsons." 

“Sometimes travelling gets 
a bit boring," the eighth- 
grader said, fingering her 
collection of necklaces. 

She has had to get used to 
being away from ter home in 
Wales and having a stylist 
pick out her clothes and fix 
her hair. “I don’t have time to 
shop, which is a shame 
because I love to shop." she 
said. 

After moving the crowd 
with Andrew Lloyd 
Webber's “Pie Jesu," it only 
took a few minutes for 
Charlotte to shed her red suit 
jacket backstage and kick off 
her shoes. 

She giggled as a Sony 
executive gave her a piggy- 
back ride. 

When Shalit suggested 
Charlotte put her jacket back 
on, she trudged off into her 
dressing room. 

“Awwww! It doesn’t really 
matter.” she said, looking for 
her jacket. 



File picture dated Feb. 3, 1999, shows Austrian bomb maker Franz Fuchs held 
responsible for the explosion of three pipe bombs and the planning or handling of 25 
letter bomb attacks between 1993 and 1996, in which four people were killed and 15 
others injured, among them former Vienna Mayor Helmut Zilk who lost one hand in 
an attack. Fuchs was sentenced by the district court in Graz to life-long imprisonment 
for multiple murder of ‘racist and xenophobic reasons.’ The court also ordered his 
admission to an institution for mentally abnormal cr iminals (AFP photo) 

Austrian racist bomber 


sentenced to life in prison 


VIENNA (R) — An 

Austrian man was sen- 
tenced to life imprisonment 
Wednesday for a racist 
bombing campaign that 
killed four people and 
maimed several more. 

A court in the southern 
city of Graz found Franz 
Fuchs, 49, guilty on all 
counts, including four mur- 
ders and more than a dozen 
cases of causing grievous 
bodily harm with bombs, 
most of which were con- 
cealed in letters. 

The court deliberated for 
several hours before hand- 
ing down the verdict at 2.30 
a.m. (0130 GMT) in the 
absence of the defendant. 
He bellowed racist slogans 
every time he appeared in 
the dock and had therefore 
been excluded from the 
courtroom for most of the 
month-long trial. 

“Long live the Germanic 
people." he shouted in the 
dock Tuesday during a final 
attempt by the judge to 


have him present for the 
proceedings. 

An unemployed techni- 
cian whose letter bomb 
campaign terrorised Austria 
for four years, Fuchs was 
described by court psychia- 
trists as intelligent but a 
fanatic bent on violence. 

Fuchs, whose hands were 
blown off by a home-made 
bomb during his arrest in 
1997. will serve his sen- 
tence in a prison for the 
mentally disturbed. It was 
not immediately known 
whether he planned to 
appeal. 

Fuchs claims to be a 
member of the obscure 
Bajuvarian Liberation 
Army, which he says wants 
to reunite German-speak- 
ing peoples in Bavaria, the 
Alps and along the River 
Danube within borders that 
existed between the sixth 
and 12th centuries. 

But the court ruled that he 
acted alone and prosecutors 
said the group existed only 


in his mind. 

Fuchs was arrested in his 
hometown of Gralla. 240 
km southwest of Vienna, 
when police were alerted 
by two women who tele- 
phoned to say they thought 
they were being stalked. 

A search of his bouse 
turned up five pipe bombs 
and a booby-trapped device 
similar to one that killed 
four gypsies in 1995 in the 
worst of his bomb attacks 
on foreigners, minority 
groups and those who sup- 
port the integration of for- 
eigners in Austria. 

His most prominent vic- 
tim. former Vienna Mayor 
Helmut Zilk, told the court 
last month how a lener- 
borab went off in his hands 
at home one December 
evening in 1993. 

Zilk. apparently targeted 
for his support of foreign- 
ers' causes during his years 
as mayor, lost two fingers 
of his left hand. 


Spanish police deal another 
blow to Basque ETA 


MADRID (AFP) — 
Spanish police, pressing a 
crackdown on the Basque 
separatist group ETA. dis- 
mantled an ETA unit and 
arrested nine suspected 
guerrillas after caking Che 
ETA military leader in Paris, 
the interior ministry said 
Wednesday. 

The latest arrests, in and 
around the northern city of 
San Sebastian late Tuesday, 
included two of the ETA's 
most wanted members. 
Sergio Polo Escobes and 
Kepa Etxeberrua Sagarzazu. 

Tfre ministry said the two 
were taken at the start of the 
night-long sweep after an 
exchange of gunfire with 
police in which no one was 
injured. 

The two are suspected 
members of the ETA’s 
Donosti unit, considered to 
be one of the most ruthless 
and best organised groups in 
the rebel organisation. 

Police blame the Donosti 
unit for the July 1997 
abduction and murder of 
Miguel Angel Blanco, a 
popular young city council- 
lor in the Basque city of 
Ermua. whose death 
unleased a wave of anti- 
ETA revulsion across Spain. 


Polo Escobes. an ETA 
member since 1983, is a sus- 
pect in five murders and 
numerous bomb attacks that 
injured many. Etxeberria 
Sagarzazu is wanted in the 
7997 murder of a prison 
guard in San Sebastian. 

Earlier Tuesday, ETA's 
suspected military leader. 
Javier Arizeuren Ruiz, one 
of Spain’s most wanted 
men, was arrested in Paris 
along with five other sus- 
pected ETA members. 

Ruiz, also known as 
Kantauri. was arrested along 
with five other suspected 
ETA members in two sepa- 
rate operations. 

Four, including Arizeuren 
Ruiz, were arrested at an 
hotel. The others were 
seized at an apartment used 
by the group as a logistics 
base. 

The interior ministry said 
the Donosti unit had been 
under police surveillance for 
a long time, but that the 
Tuesday operation was 
accelerated with the partici- 
pation of the French police. 

The Basque region, which 
is mainly in Spain but strad- 
dles the border with south- 
western France, is home to 
mere than 1 .25 million peo- 


ple of Basque ethnicity, ar 
whose core is a unique and 
anciem language. 

ETA. whose initials stand 
for equivalent of Basque 
Homeland and Liberty, 
waged a 30-year violent 
separatist campaign in 
which nearly 1.000 people 
died. 

It pledged late last month 
to uphold an open-ended 
ceasefire it declared last 
SepL IS. but the Spanish 
government, insisting ETA 
is still a terrorist group, said 
the pledge contained “noth- 
ing new." 

A government spokesman 
said the ETA statement was 
"aimed at pleasing its grass- 
roots, for internal consump- 
tion. and contains nothing 
new in terms of the situa- 
tion." 

‘The ETA continues to be 
what it is: a terrorist group 
that accepts neither democ- 
racy nor the will of the citi- 
zens," he told Spanish 
national radio RNE. 

In its statement the ETA 
praised the "increasingly 
courageous" attitude of the 
Basque moderate nationalist 
parties and the French 
Basque party Abenzaleen 
Batasuna ( AB j. 


news in brief 


Namibian president 
starts state visit to Botswana 


r arORONE (AFP) — President Sam Nujoma flew into 
at the start of a tucKiay state ^0 dis- 
cuss bilateral issues with his neighbouring leader. President 
Festus Moaae. Nujoma was met by Mogae and a - 1 -gun salute, 
before ihe presidents retired to the state house ahead of pmate 
Sks Wednesday afternoon. High on their agenda is Bourn* 
orantins of political asylum last month io 15 men ^jur^ihe 
secession of Namibia's northeastern Capnvi stnp. W mdhoek 
wants the men. among 2-500 Namibians who fled to Botswana 
last vear. to be extradited. Nujoma has branded the refugees “ter- 
rorists" and called for them to stand trial for treason in Namibia. 
The southern African countries have also teen at loggerheads 
over the ownership of two tiny islands in the CTiobe and Unyau 
rivers which form Botswana's northern border with Namibia. 
The International Court ot Justice in The Hague is currently 
deliberating on the case of one of the islands. Sedudu. in the 
Chobe River and both governments have agreed to respect ihe 
court's decision. Thursday. Nujoma is scheduled to tour arid 
Botsw ana, visiting the Selebi-Phikwe cooper-nickel mine in the 
rhe fvmntrv's bicEest dam. Letsibojo. The presidents 


| Beijing accuses Dalai Lama 
| of gruesome human rights abuses 

BEUING (AFP i — China's propaganda machine moved into 
top gear Wednesday on the 40th anniversary of the Tibetan 
uprising, accusing the Dalai Lama of an orgy of rights abuses 
from human sacrifices to slavery and torture. In a report quoting 
the head of the historical archives ofTibet Suonam Geleik. the 
official Xinhua news agency listed alleged abuses by the Tibetan 
spiritual leader before he fled his homeland for exile in 1959. 
“Human skulls, fresh human blood and complete human skins 
as well as internal organs" were ordered by the Dalai Lama to 
celebrate his birthday until the end of the 1940s. Xinhua alleged. 
Historical records told of human sacrifices in religious services 
which Xinhua maintained was a common practice in “feudal" 
Tibet. Chinese troops marched into Tibet in 1950 “to liberate” 

• the Tibetans from the feudal system headed by the 14th Dalai 
Lama — the god-king. Nine years later Tibetans rose up against 
! Chinese rale, but the revolt was crushed and the Dalai Lama and 
j his entourage fled across the Himalayan mountains into nonh- 
i em India. But before Chinese rule was established over Tibet, 
slave markets had multiplied when one man was exchanged for 
15 sheep, Xinhua said. And the “feudal” authorities demanded 
particularly bloody punishments, such as the tearing out of eyes 
and tongues, severing amts and legs or throwing people off cliffs 
to “protect the feudal serf system. Often these cruel landlords 
would strip the skins off slaves and turn them into utensils or 
decorative articles," Xinhua added. 

Jakarta should scrap 
foreign journalist black list 

JAKARTA (AFP) — The Indonesian government should scrap 
a Suharto-era decree which resulted in scores of foreign jour- 
nalists being backiisted and barred from entering the country. 
Information Minister Yunus Yosfiah said Wednesday. "It should 
be withdrawn" to strengthen press freedoms in the country. 
Yosfiah was quoted as telling journalists. Yosfiah said the post- 
Suharto government supports the development of press freedom 
and providing greater room for the foreign press, so long as their 
reports ure accurate. “It ithe ministerial decree) should be 
reviewed In the past, it could be justified. But it is now against 
the present situation.” the minister said adding he would soon 
discuss the move with the justice and foreign affairs ministries. 
“Not only journalists. The government is even willing to free 
political prisoners.” he said adding he will coordinate with relat- 
ed agencies to facilitate foreign journalists' coverage of the June 
7 elections, the first since the fall of Suharto. In the Suharto years 
scores of foreign journalists were black-listed with the most 
recent bans slapped on a German and a Dutch national during 
the March 1988 election of Suharto to a seventh-give year term 
by the rubber stamp People's Consultative Assembly. ’ 

Italian police issue 41 arrest 
warrants in anti-Mafia operation 

REGGIO CALABRIA. Italy (AFP) — Police in southern Italy 
Wednesday launched a dragnet for 41 suspected mafiosi linked 
with 18 murders as pan ot a crackdown on organised crime, 
police said The public prosecutor in Reggio Calabria, in the toe 
of Italy, issued the arrest warrants against suspected members of 
the local N'Drangheta clan for murder. links with the Mafia and 
arms and drag trafficking. One of the murders in question was 
thai of 1 0-year-old Marcella Tassone. shot dead in 1 9S9 after she 
recognised the man who murdered her brother Alfonso, himself 
a suspected mafia member. The girl had been walking with her 
brother when he was murdered. She then made the mistake of 
calling the killer by his name, prompting him to turn back and 
shoot her in the head. 


— j 


KIEV (R) — Ukraine's government will meet Thursday u 
cuss the possible closure of the former Soviet state's troi 
Chernobyl nuclear power plant, a government statement 
Wednesday. It gave no details. Ukraine promised the gra 
seven Reading industrial nations to shut down Chemofr 
-000 in exchange for aid to finish building two replace 
V*”*' bul 11 ^ Promised Lds 

Jf},“ KT' Th ?£ lim TV °P ePdtes onJ > one reactor. It ( 
nally had four One exploded in 1986. sending a clou 
radioacuye dust billowing over Europe in the world’s worn 
nuclear disaster The second reactor was stopped in 1997 a] 
exhaust its hfetime resources. The third has still not 
rettittaKdaterafirein 1991. Ukraine Tuesday^™ 
demands by the European Commission that it close ite?u 

toe ° r ** 


hide™ of .riW ^ 

re P ClS ' P 01 ** Wednesday A Sen 
began just before midnight continued htowS 
dense forest area m north Tripura district. 1 5n kiln 
AganaJa. the capital of Tripura state ^d B P q t 
police chief. "There has teL, „ T ’ , a B P Sui 
site, although both siLtv^fc^ 1 
said. Police said the identity of those killed w ^ ^ 
they were suspected to te memteL 
Liberauon Front of Tripura, an oScE - ^ 

tnbal homeland outside India for the ™ f ° r m 
troops recovered five Chinese 5 * ears ' 

The injured rebels were f WU 1 nfies trom 1 
inside the jungles. Singh said Ind^nnL^ WU 
*** of dozens oTinsSn»Sft n ™iv 

insurgency in Tripura slate ^ loca!l 

| nearly 12.000 lives during B^Jadesb. 
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Tibetan refugees and monks stage a rally on the outskirts of Kathmandu, demanding a free Tibet. The 
head of tire Tibetan government in exile. Sonant Topgyal, said Wednesday that Tibet would achieve Its freedom 
within the lifetime of the current Dalai Lama, while Tibetan exiles in several countries celebrated the 40th anniver- 
sary of the failed 1959 Tibetan uprising against Chinese rule (AFP photo) 

Tibetans in Nepal seek quick solution 


KATHMANDU «R) — 

Tibetan refugees Wednesday 
held rallies in Nepal to made 
the 40th anniversary of an 
abortive uprising in their 
homeland against Chinese 
rule, and demanded a quick 
resolution of the issue. 

“Tibet is an important 
issue which needs a quick 
solution and revolution," 
read a giant banner dis- 
played at a prayer meeting at 
the site of a 15th century 
stupa, or temple tower. 

The meeting was attended 
by about 5.000 Tibetan 
refugees. 

Some Tibetans chanted 
“Free Tibet" slogans after 
the prayer meeting. Riot 
police stopped them from 
leaving the stupa at 
Boudhanath in the Nepali 
capital. Kathmandu. 

“Tibet belongs to the 
Tibetans. China should 


leave it," said a 48-year-old 
refugee. Tsewang Lama. 

The Dalai Lama. Tibet’s 
god-king, fled to northern 
India with thousands of sup- 
porters after the unsuccess- 
ful uprising against Chinese 
rule in 1959. Thousands of 
others have fled over the 
years, and about 16,000 
Tibetan refugees now live in 
Nepal. 

A message from the Dalai 
Lama was read out at the 
meeting. 

A report from Pokhara, 
200 km west of Kathmandu, 
said police used batons to 
disperse a procession of 
Tibetans shouting anti- 
China slogans. 

Refugee officials said 
about 10 people were 
injured and some 50 
detained in Pokhara, but 
police said only five were 
detained. 


‘They (the Tibetans) went 
out of control and tried to 
misbehave with police. So 
they were disbursed,” said 
additional inspector general 
of police Ram Kaji 
Bantawa. 

Nepal, which considers 
Tibet an “integral” part of its 
giant northern neighbour 
China, does not allow any 
political activities by the 
Tibetans. 

‘They (the refugees) are 
not allowed to organise any 
anti-China activities and 
have to follow the Nepali 
policy” a home (interior) 
ministry spokesman said. 

A report from Kodari, 1 14 
km northeast of Kathmandu 
on the Nepal-China border, 
said Beijing had beefed up 
security along the border to 
stop the flow of refugees. 

"Gun-toning Chinese 
guards have been posted on 


their side of the border” 
local resident Dawa Sherpa 
said by phone from Kodari, 
which a highway links with 
the Tibetan capital of Lhasa. 

Refugee officials in 
Kathmandu could not give 
details of increased security 
along the border, but said 
there were more security 
personnel. 

Government and refugee 
officials say 2 ,000-2 .500 
Tibetans flee annually 
across the Himalayas to 
Nepal en route to 
Dharamasala in India, where 
the Dalai Lama lives in 
exile. 

While Nepal gave asylum 
to early refugees, it does not 
allow in new arrivals. There 
are no . designated entry 
points along the 1,000-km 
border for Tibetans who 
travel mountain trails and 
passes to Nepal. 


British, French ministers in 
historic west Africa policy 


ACCRA (AFP) — The for- 
eign ministers of Britain and 
France were due in Ghana 
late Wednesday on a historic 
joint policy mission to west 
African countries which were 
the object of colonial rivalries. 

Robin Cook and Hubert 
Vedrine were awaited in the 
former British colony before 
heading together to Cote 
d’Ivoire Thursday on a trip, 
which gives both symbolic 
and practical meaning to a 
declaration signed in Saint 
Malo. in northwestern France 
last December at die end of a 
Franeo-British summit. 

The declaration, signed by 
French President Jacques 
Chirac and British Prime 
Minister Tony Blair, seeks to 
harmonise policies towards 
Africa. The countries also 
agreed to develop a shared 
network of diplomatic mis- 
sions, and exchange views 
and information on a regular 
basis in areas where one of 
the partners may not be pre- 
sent. 

The ministers chose the 
neighbouring Anglophone 
and Francophone countries 
for their first joint mission. 
The countries, whose borders 


were artificially drawn by for- 
mer colonisers, share com- 
mon ethnicity and culture. 

Cook, on the heels of a trip 
to Nigeria where he has met 
that country's President-elect 
Olusegun Obasanjo, and 
Vedrine are expected to dine 
together Wednesday evening 
with their Ghanaian counter- 
part. Victor Gbeho. Thursday, 
they will hold talks with 
President Jerry Rawlings, 
before heading to Abidjan 
where they will meet Ivorian 
President Henri Kenan Bedie 
and Foreign Minister Amaru 
Essy. 

There they will hold a sum- 
mit with French. British 
ambassadors and top-level 
diplomats from a dozen or so 
African countries. 

Diplomatic sources in the 
Ghanaian capital noted that 
France and Britain's multilat- 
eral approach comes at a time 
when Franco-German rela- 
tions appear to have cooled 
somewhat. 

In any case, as one diplomat 
put if “Africa can only bene- 
fit from the new cooperation.” 

The two ministers from 
centre-left governments have 
already worked together in 


co-chairing the conference in 
Rambouiiiet. outside Paris, 
where world leaders are try- 
ing to restore peace in the 
troubled Yugoslav province of 
Kosovo. 

The ministers will likely 
have common goals for pro- 
moting human rights, good 
governance, and the rule of 
law, the diplomat said. 

The new spirit of coopera- 
tion also reflects an evolution 
in French policy towards 
Africa. Paris, while it intends 
to maintain privileged ties 
with its former colonies, has 
expressed a desire to develop 
closer relations with 
Anglophone and Lusophone 
countries. 

At the same time, countries 
such as Ghana, whose first 
trade partner is Britain, are 
seeking greater financial 
assistance from Paris, and 
closer economic cooperation 
with its regional Francophone 
neighbours 

President Rawlings is likely 
to pay a visit to Paris shortly" 

Debt and regional instabili- 
ty are likely to be two key 
issues on the discussion table 
in Accra and Abidjan. 

A rebellion in Sierra Leone, 


where Ghana has troops 
deployed in support of the 
government of President 
Ahmad Tejan Kabbah, is 
expected to be high on the 
agenda. 

A surprise rebel invasion of 
the Sierra Leonean capital on 
Jan. 6 triggered more than 
two weeks of fighting and left 
more than 5.000 dead and 
several hundreds mutilated. 

Britain has offered financial 
and logistical assistance, 
mainly to the Nigerian-led 
west African intervention 
force fighting rebels. 

While France has main- 
tained its distance from the 
conflict, its allies Cote 
d’Ivoire and Burkina Faso 
have nonetheless criticised 
Freetown's insistence of a 
military solution to ending the 
war. 

Burkina Faso is accused, 
along with Liberia, of sup- 
porting the rebel side. 

Observers say war-ravaged 
Sierra Leone could prove to 
be the first test of efforts by 
London and Paris to har- 
monise their African policies. 


2 dead in fresh riots in Indonesia’s Ambon 


JAKARTA (R) — Two people 
died and scores were injured 
when Indonesian troops fired 
on tens of thousands of 
Christians and Muslims fight- 
ing with Molotov cocktails, 
machetes and spears 
Wednesday in Ambon city, 
witnesses said 
Sources at two local hospi- 
tals told Reuters at least 50 
people were admitted with 
gunshot wounds. One of those 
who died was shot in the head 
one of the sources said 
Earlier, a military official 
said troops and police would 
fire on the crowd if necessary. 

“We have fired warning 
shots — if necessary, we will 
shoot into the crowd” he said 
He denied troops had yet fired 


into the crowd but said live 
rounds were used in warning 
shots. 

But a local resident told 
Reuters he saw troops and 
police intemiittiendy firing into 
the crowd and into the air. 

An Ambon resident trapped 
in his office said the city was 
like a war zone as the rioting 
continued late on Wednesday. 

"Literally speaking, there's a 
war going on now.” he told 
Reuters. I am trapped now.” 
With the armed forces 
(ABRT) unable to quell waves 
of violence sweeping 
Indonesia, ABR1 commander 
General Wiranto has ordered 
his troops, including police, to 
shoot rioters on sight 
National police chief 


Roesmonhadi has threatened 
to sack his provincial com- 
manders if the)’ ignore 
Wiranto’s order. 

More than 200 people have 
died on the small spice island 
of Ambon. 2,300 km east of 
Jakarta, in the past two months 
in communal fighting laigely 
between Ambonese Christians 
and Muslims from elsewhere 
in the vast archipelago. 

A local journalist said sever- 
al houses were ablaze. 

“I can see smoke from 
where 1 live.” Thousands of 
troops have been rushed to the . 
area to help quell the 'unrest ' 
the military official said. 

In a separate incident before 
dawn Wednesday, one man 
was stabbed to death and sev- 


eral houses were torched. 

There were reports of clash- 
es between Christians and 
Muslims at around midnight 
Tuesday in two villages which 
resulted in 10 houses being 
torched and two liome-made 
bombs set off. 

The latest violence follows 
peace talks Tuesday between 
Christian and Muslim reli- 
gious leaders in a bid to end 
two montlts violence, the 
worst religious clashes in 
decades. 

The violence in Ambon has 
added to the mounting unrest 
that has swept “through 
Indonesia in the past year as it 
struggles with its worst eco- 
nomic and political crisis in 
three decades. 
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China signals it will not quickly 
ratify human rights treaties 


BEIJING (.AFP) — China 
indicated Wednesday it 
would not quickly ratify the 
two international human 
rights covenants which it 
has signed. 

"I remember that last year 
China had just signed the 
U.N. Covenant on 
Economic. Social and 
Cultural Rights." said Qiao 
Xiaoyang. deputy chairman 
of the legislative committee 
of the National People's 
Congress (NPCi. 

“But I did not say that rat- 
ification will be a veiy 
quick process." he told a 
news conference. 

China signed the U.N. 
Covenant on Economic. 
Social and Cultural Rights 
in October 1997 and last 
year it signed the sister 


Convenant on Civil and 
Political Rights. 

Qiao said the NPC “feels 
that there are many specific 
questions which needs fur- 
ther study and research." 

The government submit- 
ted the first covenant to par- 
liament in June last year for 
ratification but the second 
treaty has yet to be handed 
in. Qiao said. He said China 
had not taken pan in the 
drafting of the covenants 
and “therefore some specif- 
ic issues regarding the 
implementation and 

enforcement of those inter- 
national covenants in China 
needs our study." 

Four U.N. human rights 
experts arrived Monday for 
□ visit lasting until March 
22 to discuss Beijing's 


application of the 
covenants. the United 
Nations office here said. 

They will visit the trou- 
bled northwestern region of 
Xinjiang and the eastern 
boom city of Shanghai as 
well as Beijing, the Geneva- 
basd U.N. High 
Commissioner for Human 
Rights said. 

The experts will review 
the technical assistance 
needed in promoting and 
protecting human rights as 
well as how national legisla- 
tion can be made compati- 
ble with the two treaties. 

“We believe that before 
acceding to an international 
treaty, we have to make fur- 
ther study into that interna- 
tional covenant,” Qiao said. 
“This reflects a responsible 


attitude and this also is the 
normal practice of the inter- 
national community." 

Beijing Sunday warned 
against a fresh attempt to 
censure China at the 
upcoming meeting of the 
U.N. Rights Commission in 
Geneva. 

“On the question of 
human rights, if somebody 
attempts to table an anti- 
China draft resolution again 
this year in Geneva, then I 
think the outcome would 
not be different from the 
previous seven times." 
Foreign Minister Tang 
Jiaxuan said. 

The U.S. Senate passed a 
non-binding resolution last 
month urging its delegation 
to the meeting to push for u 
resolution of condemnation. 


Myanmar ethnic rebels meet over 
strategy , make political demands 


BANGKOK (AP) — Four 
ethnic rebel groups from 
Myanmar vowed 

Wednesday to pick up the 
pace of their resistance 
war against the country's 
military' government if it 
did not meet their political 
demands. 

The joint statement ot 
the Arakan Liberation 
Army. the Karenni 
National Progressive 
Party, the Karen National 
Union and the Shan State 
Army came after a meet- 
ins of hish-ranking lead- 
ed of ail four groups 
Tuesday in what was 
described as "the liberated 

area." 

Althoush their statement 
focused " on political 
demands, a source famil- 
iar with the meeting said 
its main aim was to coor- 
dinate fuiure guerrilla 
activities of the groups. 

Myanmar's military gov- 
ernment signed ceasefires 


with 17 ethnic rebel 
groups over the past 10 
years, and secured domi- 
nant military positions 
against the few holdouts. 

But several minority 
groups have grown 

increasingly restive 

recently, even as the gov- 
ernment maintains its 
strong military advantage. 

Many of the ceasefires 
were uneasy agreements at 
best, skirting over rather 
than solving long-standing 
disagreements about the 
autonomy sought by the 
ethnic minorities. 

There has also been dis- 
appointment that develop- 
ment projects in the 
minority areas promised 
by the government have 
failed to take off, largely 
because the government 
doesn't have the money to 
fund them. 

Wednesday's joint state- 
ment included demands 
for the abolition of the rul- 


ing junta. which it accused 
of “repressing and slaugh- 
tering the ethnic nationali- 
ties and the people for 
many years.” 

It also called on the 
regime to immediately 
cease making war on and 
repressing the minorities 
and to open a tripartite 
dialogue of the junta, the 
ethnic minorities and 
Myanmar’s pro-democra- 
cy opposition forces. 

"it called as well for for- 
eign countries to stop 
investing in Myanmar — 
also known as Burma — 
and not to give any aid to 
its military regime. 

The statement, sent to 
the .Associated Press in 
Bangkok by fax, did not 
say why the four groups 
chose to meet at this par- 
ticular time. None of the 
demands in the statement 
were new. 

A representative of the 
Shan group, however, con- 


tacted by Telephone, said 
the main, unstated agenda 
of the meeting was to dis- 
cuss coordination of mili- 
tary operations against the 
government. 

w The source, who spoke 
on condition of anonymi- 
ty. said one aspect which 
had been discussed was 
the timing of guerrilla 
operations, which could 
be done concurrently so as 
keep the Myanmar army 
from concentrating it* 
forces against any single 
opponent. 

The Shan State Army, 
whose southern region 
command took pan in the 
talks, is believed to have 
about 5,000 men under 
arms. 

The Karenni field a force 
of about 2,000 men, and 
the Karen National Union 
2,000-3,000, while the 
Arakan Liberation Part)’ is 
thought to have about 
1,500 guerrillas. 



Fly Emirates 
to the city of bargains. 

It’s that tune of the year again. The Dubai Shopping Festival begins on 18th March 
with even better bargains and more fun activities. Evers thing from hi-fi to haute couture is available at incredible prices. 
What's more, we’ll organise your visa at special rates. Enjoy yourself the Emirates' way. 
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BE GOOD TO YOURSELF. FLY EMIRATES. 


FLY EMIRATES BETWEEN 1ST FEBRUARY AND 17TH MARCH FOR A CHANCE TO WIN ONE OF IQ 'ULTIMATE FAMILY HOLIDAYS' IN DUBAI. 
FOR DETAIL6 CALL YOUR LOCAL TRAVEL AGENT OR EMIRATES ON 4643341/7. www.ekgrQup.cam 
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Landmark visit 

IRANIAN PRESIDENT Mohammad 
Khatami's visit to Italy has been rightly 
hailed as a breakthrough in Iranian relations 
with the West. President Khatami’s talks 
with the Italian president and prime m i n ister 
as well as Pope John Paul II could serve as a 
prelude to greater and more extensive dia- 
logue between Tehran and other Western 
capitals. Washington has responded 
favourably, but cautiously, to Iranian over- 
tures in the wake of the election of the mod- 
erate Khatami, and Europe has been 
engaged in a positive, though low-key dia- 
logue with Iran. Europe is, therefore, going 
full speed towards restoring normal ties with 
Iran while the U.S. maintains its guarded 
stance. 

The Iranian president arrived in Rome 
with solid credentials, not only as a moderate 
who advocates East- West dialogue but also 
as the duly-elected leader in a free and demo- 
cratic contest His standing and position 
were boosted last week by his supporters’ 
showings in municipal elections. It goes with- 
out saying, therefore, that Europe’s warm 
welcome of President Khatami will further 
strengthen moderation within Iran. This is 
particularly significant since the contest 
between conservatives and moderates in Iran 
is far from over. The Iranian president and 
his movement for renaissance and enlighten- 
ment deserve recognition and support from 
the international community at large, begin- 
ning with Western Europe so that Iran may 
move closer to international consensus on 
several fronts. 

Iran, the West realises, is a very crucial 
state for regional security and stability. 
Ostracising it for much longer would only 
lend support to radicalism and insecurity in 
the area. Iran has dropped its absolute oppo- 
sition to the peace process in the Middle East, 
something that augurs well for the quest for 
a comprehensive and just peace between 
Israel and all its Arab neighbours. While it 
could be true that Iran could be developing 
nuclear weapons and the means for their 
delivery, this probability should not in itself 
cause others to panic. In the wake of the pro- 
liferation of mass destruction weapons in the 
Middle East and in the Indian subcontinent, 
it would be difficult to deny Iran what Israel, 
India, and Pakistan have acquired. 

The sooner that Iran is accepted as a legit- 
imate partner for peace and security in the 
region the better it would be for all sides. No 
wonder Khatami’s visit to Italy is being 
viewed as ushering in a new epoch in 
Iranian- Western relations. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A1 Ra’i’s Fahed Fanek commented on Prime Minister Abdur- 
Ra uf S. Rawabdeh's first statement that he will not only talk but 
within two weeks will show results, asking will Rawabdeh be able 
to stop talking and what can ne do in two weeks?Two weeks is a 
very short period to achieve results, unless the premier has already 
studied plans that are ready for implementation, said Fanek, who 
added that the government should have exploited the traditional 
period of 100 days with the press and 30 with the opposition until 
it proves itself. The writer noted that what could take place in two 
weeks is a change of personnel and leadership rather than new poli- 
cies and their intplememation. Within two weeks, the prime minis- 
ter could “bury" the two-day weekend issue, secure thousands of 
jobs to Jordanians in the Gulf states, reopen Gulf markets to 
Jordanian produce, declare a nationafly-intemanonally accepted 
economic programme and most importantly act decisively and take 
eariv decisions on the water crisis that will face the country this 
summer, said Fanek. 

A1 Arab A1 Yawm's Salamch Neman said the great Arab solidar- 
ity with Jordan, especially from the Gulf states during recent 
weeks, is a “certificate of appreciation" of the Kingdom and its 
regional and international rote. It also is a valuable chance to review 
and reconsider the country's strategies in the coming tune in Older 
to serve higher interests, added Ne’matt. Arab solidarity should not 
be constrained to economic support: Jordan should exploit this 
politically. If US. assistance aims at strengthening Jordan's rote in 
the Middle East peace process, the Gulf s support aims at strength- 
ening (he Kingdom's role in other regional issues, Neman said. Tt 
is important to make it clear to policy-makers that Jordan will not 
be able to satisfy all the regional and international powers, as there 
is no country in the work! which enjoys strategic cooperation with 
all other countries, sad the writer. For example, the Kingdom can- 
not support the UAE and at the same time remain silent over 
Iranian occupation of a UAE island, and similariy Jordan cannot 
declare its support to the Iraqi people and at the same time remain 
silent over human rights violations there, Ne’matt said. 


What a nightmare 


i 


IT WAS a beautiful morning. I got 
out of the house and found every- 
thing in my car just as I had left it 
the night before. The doors were 
securely locked, the glove com- 
partment was not tampered with, 
my speakers were in their place, 
and none of ray personal things 
were missing. I felt neither upset 
nor afraid. 

It was 7:30 a.m. The car started 
on the first attempt. As I opened 
the car window, I inhaled fresh air 
with no smell of gas or smoke 
whatsoever. The street was not 
packed with cars racing each 
other. The motorists were courte- 
ous and cheerful. They kept to 
their lanes, came to a complete 
halt at stop signs, and they sig- 
nalled whenever they turned left 
or right; they did not blow the 
horn, scream in your face or 
attempt to prevent you from tak- 
ing a left turn. 

The pedestrians were as polite, 
courteous and law-abiding as the 
motorists. None of them swerved 
abruptly off the sidewalk, jumped 
right in the middle of the street in 
front of you and risked being hit. 

Noone threw tissues on the 
street or spat on the sidewalk. The 
taxi drivers and school buses were 


very considerate. The truck dri- 
vers were so nice. 

Traffic policemen were all over, 
regulating traffic, smiling to 
motorists and pedestrians, and 
stopping violators. They were all 
vigilant and mentally alert. 

I got to work and found a park- 
ing spot As I walked to my office 
none of the students bumped or 
backed into me. Each was careful 
to leave enough space between 
himself and everybody else. It 
was an easy three-minute walk. 

My colleagues were all cheerful 
and smiling; noone frowned or 
made it a point to give you a nasty 
glance. In the- classroom, the stu- 
dents came fully prepared; they 
responded to each question even 
before I had finished. 

They expressed themselves elo- 
quently and enthusiastically; 
everybody was eager to take part 
in the discussion. Their questions 
were very intelligent and their 
answers were very sharp. 

Suddenly I was at the post 
office. I asked the employee for 
the package that a friend of mine 
had sent me. The employee gave it 
to me in a fraction of a second - 
no delay whatsoever, and no has- 
sle over IDs and signatures. At the 


bank, no one was standing in line, 
and the teller cashed my check in 
less than a second and gave me - 
cheerfully - tens, fives and singles 
without me asking or insisting. I 
then dashed into a government 
office. The civil servant was very 
sweet, the application form was 
simple, the procedure was easy, 
and I got what I wanted in less 
than a second. 

At the restaurant, the waiter 
came promptly, took my order 
with a friendly smile, brought 
everything in less than a second, 
never kept bothering me while I 
was eating to ask whether every- 
thing was all right. 

The table was clean, the glass 
was clean, and the food was to ray 
liking. 

No one was smoking: the air 
was fresh. The waiter brought the 
check promptly, there was no mis- 
take in the total. He gave me back 
my change promptly, and I left 
happy. 

I took my car to the mechanic. 
He was able to find the problem in 
less than a second, fix it in less 
than a second, without damaging 
anything else. There were no 
black stains whatsoever from his 
clean trousers on the car. 
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I drove and turned on the radio. 
The programme presenter was 
charming; his voice was friendly 
and not in any way obnoxious; 
and his jokes and comments were 
profound. 

The news was cheerful. All red 
tape was cancelled; investors were 
having fun getting their projects 
approved. Thousands of them 
were standing in line to invest. All 
employees were getting salary 
increases. Custom taxes were can- 
celled The cars were very cheap: 
I could easily change my car. The 
economy was doing well. 


Housing loans were available at 
all banks, and the interest rates 
were extremelv low. The environ- 
ment was not threatened by 
tourists, investors or reckless indi- 
viduals. . . . 

No violence in Algeria, the 

Lockerbie crisis was settled and 
sanctions on the Libyan people 
were lifted; those imposed on the 
Iraqi people had long been lifted. 
Pakistan and India cancelled their 
nuclear programmes, upon hear- 
ing that developed countries had 
done so. I»rael destroyed its 
weapons of mass destruction, 
halted the building of settlements, 
withdrew from South Lebanon 
and occupied Palestinian lands, 
handed East Jerusalem back, and 
invited Palestinian refugees to 

their homes. . ,, , 

The Arab countries settled all of 
their differences, introduced the 
Areu (unified currency) and can- 
celled visas and borders among 
themselves. 

I sot home. None of the neigh- 
bour's children were playing soc- 
cer in the streets and being obnox- 
ious. none of them were throwing 
stones at cats rummaging the 
garbage bins, and none were chas- 
ing cars ... 
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Bringing down the barriers 


EXPORTING WITHIN a system of free 
world trade remains the best economic 
bet for countries like Jordan, if not for 
everybody else as well. Despite recent 
qualifications to the globalisation 
gospel, and setbacks to the trading 
strength of some countries in places like 
East Asia and Latin America, unfettered 
international commerce remains the 
only option for the world economy as a 
whole and in particular for its smaller or 
poorer components. To take Jordan as 
an example, the autarkic alternative to 
free trade would be to use all our phos- 
phates and potash at home, eat all the 
tomatoes we grow, manufacture all the 
cars we drive, and produce all the 
movies we watch. The mind boggles, 
and even very large countries like China 
or the United States which could con- 
template a kind of self-sufficiency are 
choosing the international trade option 
for their economies. 

The key of course is to be able to 
export freely and, as this is a two-way 
street, to allow free imports. Of course 
this is an ideal, but one towards which 
most are trying to move within the con- 
text of the World Trade Organisation 
(WTO). Like its predecessor, the 
Genera] Agreement on Tariffs and 
Trade, the WTO aims to reduce and if 
possible abolish trade restrictions. In 
particular, non-tariff barriers iNTBs) to 
trade are to be “tarrifised,” in other 
words translated into a rough tariff 
equivalent For example, if Jordan had 
put a ceiling of a million units a year on 
its widget imports, WTO rules would 
call tor the abolition of this quota and its 
replacement by a tariff that would 
roughly keep the widgets coining in at 
that rate, as an interim measure pending 
the unlimited import of the commodity. 
When this happens, if the government 
needs a source of tax income it can slap 
on a sales duty, but that would have to 
apply to both locally produced and for- 
eign widgets. 

Various grounds such as national 
security, health protection, and many 
others are used to impose NTBs, but 
rules designed to weaken them are start- 
ing to be imposed in WTO member and 
non-member states alike. Jordan, still 
among the latter, is nevertheless apply- 
ing WTO regulations as a prelude to 
joining. Unfortunately, the NTB 
remains a serious and ubiquitous threat 
to trade throughout the region. Israel is a 
notorious practitioner of NTB restric- 
tions, but such Arab states as Jordan, 


Lebanon, and Tunisia, among most oth- 
ers, are also guilty of this anti-free trade 
stance. 

Even the Saudis turn out to be into 
NTBs. Among other examples, the 
Saudis restrict the import of dates, 
except the irrigated species, between 22 
November and 21 June of each season, 
and long-life pasteurised liquid milk in 
packing exceeding one liter is prohibit- 
ed However, an NTB that really hurts 
Jordan in particular is a Saudi prohibi- 
tion on our fruits and vegetables. The 
Saudis suspended imports of Jordanian 
tomatoes, cucumbers and other farm 
produce seven years ago. claiming 
wastewater was being used to irrigate 
many of these crops. True, much of the 
water used in farms in the Jordan Valley 
is recycled and the Saudis have 
demanded guarantees that water for irri- 
gation was clean and that no muck was 
seeping in. The Saudis recently remind- 
ed Jordan that as long as it uses waste- 
water, even treated wastewater, to irri- 
gate crops, they wiU not import 
Jordanian produce. 

Obviously, the use of treated waste- 
water is widespread in Jordan especial- 
ly in the Jordan Valley, and will proba- 
bly become more so. Therefore, in the 
prevailing circumstances, it is impossi- 
ble to fulfil the Saudi demand In fact. 
Jordanian vegetables are exported to 
other areas, including Europe, and 
Saudi Arabia is the only place that 
insists on not using wastewater. 

This Saudi NTB was then imposed 
against the backdrop of tense relations 
because of the 1990-91 Gulf crisis. In 
1992. Saudi Arabia sent experts to 
Jordan to investigate the wastewater 
issue, and they recommended a ban on 
importing Jordanian vegetables. 
Another Saudi team is expected to 
arrive here soon to re-examine the mat- 
ter, hopefully, in the present friendly 
political climate, things will be sorted 
out However, banking on diplomacy 
and goodwill is not the best way to 
enhance the export of Jordanian prod- 
ucts. What we must do is look for other 
markets and not to put all our eggs in 
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one basket Our policy should be based 
on diversification of exports, as well as 
their destination. We should not rely on 
exports that are politically motivated. 
Talking about solidarity and then having 
to deal with NTBs from our Arab neigh- 
bours is obviously harmful and danger- 
ous. The alternative is free trade, a must 
for all the region. 

For Jordan, total exports to Saudi 
Arabia are important, as can be seen 
from the table (.see box). Though paltry 
to the Saudis, these sums make up an 
important chunk of our exports as a 
whole. 

The severity of this NTB can be seen 
if we recall that up till 1991, Saudi 
Arabia was the largest importer of 
Jordan's vegetables and fruits. In 1990, 
forty per cent of Jordan's produce 
exports, or JD40 million, went to Saudi 
Arabia. Back in 1990 Saudi imports of 
these products totalled 216,000 tonnes. 
In 1998 they fell to less than 13,000. 
Over the last few years. Syrian and 
Lebanese vegetables and fruits have 
filled the gap left by the absence of 
Jordanian crops in Saudi Arabia, and 
even if the Saudis rescind this NTB our 
produce will face an uphill battle to 
regain their market share. 

So the next time you hear talk of tariff 
cuts and trade agreements, keep the 
dreaded NTB in mind. WTO or not, 
these nasty barriers to trade don’t look 
like they’re going to suddenly disappear. 


Saudi Arabian imports from Jordan 1993-8 (in millions of JD) 


1993 

1994 

1995 

1996 

1997 

80 

72 

70 

130 

141 


83 


Palestinian 
women speak out 
on women’s day 

Jerusalem Life 


I HAVE always had a 
problem with the idea of 
one day a year being set 
aside for half the popula- 
tion. As a roan I don’t 
feel qualified to speak on 
the issue of Palestinian 
women. But because 
“International Women's 
Day” has brought special 
attention to the issue I 
decided to use my col- 
umn to give an 
opportunity to a few 
women to express the 
issues that concern them. 

Like me. Rawia 
Shawwa. the outspoken 
member of the legislative 
council doesn't like the 
idea of one day set aside 
for women just like she 
doesn’t like the idea of a 
day for democracy. The 
Palestinian Legislative 
Council which was inau- 
gurated four years ago on 
March 7 has declared 
this day as democracy 
day and has organised 
seminars and lectures 
throughout Palestine 
dealing with the issue of 
democracy. 

Shawwa, doesn't con- 
sider herself a women's 
activist. “I am active on 
issues of society.” she 
told me by phone from 
her Gaza home. She feels 
that for society to move 
forward a marked change 
in the economic situation 
facing women is needed. 
“In Gaza, women suffer 
because of the economic 
situation.” While Gazan 
men can go abroad or 
work in Israel, women 
are left at home and suf- 
fer greatly as a result. In 
order to get out of this 
predicament Shawwa 
feels that there is need 
for social change. “We 
need to work on raising 
the level of social aware- 
ness so that women will 
not shy away from 
work.” 

Huda I mm am. who is 
working in a Palestinian 
vocational training cen- 
tre lays part of the blame 
on people involved in 
NGOs. “The gender 
issue must be dealt with 
internally just like the 
saying charity begins at 
home.” Immam says that 
many institutions that 
preach gender equality 
are themselves discrimi- 
nating by giving key jobs 
to men. ‘We must stop 
thinking that hiring 
women secretaries and 
support staff is bein° 
gender correct. Women 
should be involved in 
policy making jobs and 
not just token work.” 
Benaz Someri-Batrawi 
head ot adult program- 
ing at Al Quds 
Educational Television 
feels that women's 
organisations are wasting 
their time by targeting 
women. “They must tar- 
get decision makers who 
in our society are still 
men. At best these oro^. 



Daoud Kuttab 

isations should target 
men and women togeth- 
er. Otherwise, what we 
will have is relatively 
conscious and educated 
city women but in the 
rural areas, which com- 
prise a majority, women 
will continue to suffer.” 

Attorney Hanan Bakri 
from the Women's 
Centre for Legal Aid and 
Counselling feels that 
the situation of women in 
rural areas needs a lot of 
legal attention. “Our 
criminal laws are from 
Napoleon's days and 
they are very lenient with 
violence against women. 
We hear horrible stories 
of women in the villages 
being attacked and some- 
times killed for the sake 
of honour.” 

Bakri wants the 
Palestinian Legislatures 
to move quickly to legis- 
late much tougher laws 
against crimes of passion 
so that this will deter 
people from violence 
against women. She 
wants a law to give 
women 10 weeks mater- 
nity leave instead of the 
present 45 days. She is 
also very’ passionate 
about the minimum age 
of marriage. “There is no 
religious reason why the 
age should not be 18 
which will be in concert 
with the mandatory edu- 
cation law.” Without 
being allowed to marry 
by this age women will 
have a chance of finish- 
ing school. Bakri also 
would like to see laws 
restricting arbitrary 
divorce and social secu- 
rity. 

Education of girls was 
also highlighted at a con- 
ference held under the 
auspices of Suha Arafat 
who heads the Higher 
Council for Childhood 
and Motherhood. One of 
the speakers Stephan de 
Vylder from Sweden 
said that investing in the 
education of girls goes a 
long wav in developing 
society for many genera- 
tions. “Undeveloped 
countries usually say that 
! he >' can't afford to 
invest in education, but 
developed countries say 
. ey can't afford not to 
invest in education.” 

To the women of 
Palestine and the world, 
nappy women's day. 
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What price freedom? 


Ten years ago, Europe revelled in its most joyful year since the end of the World War II. 
One by one the communist regimes of the Eastern Bloc fell with barely a shot fired. 
Here, some of the people involved, both in the headlines and on the streets tell their stories 
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By Jonathan Steele, 

Ian Traynor and 
Peter Lennon 
Poland 

Lech Walesa — Former president 

THE MAN who once captured head- 
lines around the world as the strutting 
shipyard electrician who overthrew 
communism and became his country’s 
president nowadays cuts a surprisingly 
grumpy figure. Perhaps because Lech 
Walesa. 55. resents not having a 
decent job. He is also still bitter at 
being rejected by Poland's voters in 
1995 for a second presidential term, 
partly because many of his Solidarity 
colleagues turned against him. 

So Walesa sits bad-temperedly 
behind a big desk at the Lech WaJesa 
Institute in Gdansk. 300 yards from 
the gates of the now re-named Lenin 
shipyard from which he led the Soli- 
darity trade union's challenge to com- 
munism. The institute researches 
Poland’s problems, he says, and cata- 
logues and protects the cultural work 
of the large Polish community in a 
dozen foreign countries. He has a short 
office day and goes home early to his 
family. 

Tm glad we changed the system 
peacefully." he says, “but the econom- 
ic reforms are too slow and chaotic. 
There is no plan for dealing with agri- 
culture and mining. We haven’t found 
the Polish way.” As he spoke. Polish 
farmers were creating havoc across the 


country by blocking roads with trac- 
tors in protest at cuts in their earnings. 
The night before I saw him. Walesa 
had met the farmers’ leader to tell him 
to do his patriotic duty, wharever that 
is. 

Walesa had two tastes of power. 
Between August 1980 and December 
1981 be led Solidarity, which started 
as a trade union but quickly grew into 
a nationwide movement for change. 
Then came martial law. when the com- 
munist leadership under General Woj- 
ciech Janizelski imposed a state of 
emergency and locked up Walesa, 
along with more than 100 other Soli- 
darity activists. After Western sanc- 
tions and under pressure Item the 
Pope, who appealed to the general as a 
fellow-Pole, Jaruzelski released them 
a few years later. 

Encouraged by the new Soviet 
leader, Mikhail Gorbachev, his minis- 
ters started to talk to Solidarity and 
then launched formal “Round Table” 
talks in February 1 989. 

Walesa was in the limelight again at 
the head of the opposition team. Soli- 
darity’s victory in elections in the 
summer of 1989 put a non-communist 
in power as prime minister, and the 
following year Jaruzelski stepped 
down early, paving the way for Walesa 
to be elected in his place. 

He is pained by the fate of the Gdan- 
sk shipyard, which is facing imminent 
closure. 

“It's like destroying the Statue of 
Liberty. It's a symbol for Poland and 
the world.” he says. 

“Capitalism is not the best way of 
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the hacker scourge 


By Lydia Zajc 

Reuters 

ATTENTION COMPUTER admin- 
istrators and everyone with a credit 
card: You are not safe on the Inter- 
net. your information is getting easi- 
er to find, and hackers — computer 
cowboys who break into systems for 
thrills, sheer artistry, money or 
revenge — are everywhere. 

Those in the know agree there is no 
network. Web site or system secure 
enough to keep out determined hack- 
ers. who have been breaking into 
computers over phone lines since the 
late 1970s and now use the Internet. 

"There's no such thing as a per- 
fectly safe computer so someone 
will always get into it.” said Brian 
O’ Higgins, chief technology officer 
at Texas-based Entrust Technologies 
Inc., which converts data into code 
for safer transmission. 

Experts say that with the exploding 
growth of the IntemeL and sales in 
cyberspace, there are more opportu- 
nities to worm into a company's sys- 
tem and abuse the information found 
there, such as credit card numbers. 

The number of hacker incidents is 
difficult to track. But in a poll last 
year the San Francisco-based Com- 
puter Security Institute found a dra- 
matic rise in computer crime, rang- 
ing from stolen laptops to Internet 
heists, from a year earlier. It said 64 
per cent of corporations and other 
organisations reported security 
breaches, up from 16 per cent in 
1997. 

Most organisations fear a violator 
from without: a lone young male sit- 
ting in his basement, a stereotypical 
social misfit with the high-powered 
brain and computer and loads of 
curiosity to boot. 

"It's an instance of mischievous 
behaviour that's probably age-old in 
human nature." said analyst David 
Breiner at investment bank Volpe 
Brown Whelan & Co. “But the core 
of it is the dark side of human nature 
in the information age.” One highly 
public incident was the defiling last 
year of The New York Times Web 
site. A group calling itself “Hacking 
for Girlies" replaced the Times’ 
home page with pictures of nudes 
and discussion about legendary 
hacker Kevin Miintck, who faces 
trial in California on computer-relat- 
ed fraud charges. 

Hacker motives range from the 
excitement of a challenge — be it 
technical or intellectual — to finan- 
cial sain and industrial espionage. 
But The most dangerous motive is 
revenge by a disgruntled employee. 
Breiner said. 

Professional hacker consultants 
who are hired to test corporate com- 
puter security by mounting attacks 
on them agree. . 

Accounting and consulting firm 
Ernst & Young security consultant 


Matunda Nyanchama. whose com- 
pany-.jusf set up. its first Canadian 
computer attack and penetration lab, 
says the greatest danger comes from 
your own colleagues. 

“About SO per cent of risks associ- 
ated with an (information technolo- 
gy) environment come from within. 
But what we find is that the clients 
rend to — I think, partly, because of 
the press — look at these hackers out 
there on the Internet.” In one case, a 
sour senior staff member was secret- 
ly leaking confidential information 
to a rival firm, Nyanchama said. The 
staff members' employer was con- 
founded by the competitor, who con- 
stantly beat them at their own game. 

Robert Clyde, general manager of 
security management at Rockville, 
Maryland-based information securi- 
ty company Axent Technologies 
Inc., has been on the scene for 20 
years and has seen a shift in hacker 
inspiration. 

The hacker mentality, which used 
to be “look but don’t touch” and 
included help from “white hat” 
good-guy hackers who point out a 
company’s weak points, has expand- 
ed, Clyde said. It now also includes 
the desire for cold hard cash or even 
“cyber-terrorism,” such as crashing a 
system. 

Now there are indications organ- 
ised crime has filtered in through 
some nations that ignore the elec- 
tronic transfer of U.S. funds, he said. 
For example, an “inside/outside" job 
means a company hires a computer 
expert to build a network. For a 
small fee from a criminal group the 
expert will deliberately make a dumb 
mistake, leaving an electronic hole 
through which others can siphon 
money to private bank accounts. 

Some hacking cases are well 
known, such as the assault on Penta- 
gon computers by an Israeli teenager 
known as “Analyzer” and a friend, 
who were caught last year. But com- 
panies often are penetrated and do 
not tell the public. Or they may not 
have realised it themselves. 

Many banks have already been hit 
to some extent, Entrust’s O’ Higgins 
said. One way to ensure relative 
safety, he said, is encryption: coding 
information to make sure it cannot 
be read without an electronic key. 
One financial institution came to 
Emnisl in a panic after losing some 
350,000 potential credit card num- 
bers following the theft of a comput- 
er. 

Clyde anends some of the hacker 
conventions whose participants 
range from “white hats” and govern- 
ment agents to people with their 
teeth filed into points to resemble 
vampires. 

But he said, “the scary ones are the 
ones who aren’t like that. They’re 
pretty professional and do it for the 
money. These guys don’t get 
caught.” 


running things. Indeed, as Churchill 
said of democracy, it is the worst sys- 
tem. except for all the others." 

Germany 

Wolfgang Templin — Dissident 

THE DAY the wall came down and 
thousands danced on its rubble while 
streaming west, Wolfgang Templin, a 
contrary character to his core, headed 
the other way. 

The east German dissident was 
jailed by the Communists in 1988, 
three years after he helped found the 
Human Rights Inticiative opposition 
group in east Berlin. The regime then 
kicked him out of the country against 
his will. When east Berlin emptied and 
west Berlin became one huge street 
party, Templin went home. “Every- 
body was crossing into west Berlin. I 
didn’t want to be in the west In 1989 
I was 40, the same age as the German 
Democratic Republic. I saw a lot that 
was positive in it and felt tied to it. I 
was a democratic leftist. I didn't 
believe in Gorbachev, I believed in 
[Poland's] Solidarity, 

“I experienced 1989 as a liberation, 
but there remains a mental, economic, 
and social gulf between east and west 
and it won’t be closed any time soon. 
The failures and the mistakes of a uni- 
fication that was too fast were colos- 
sal. The naivety in the west was unbe- 
lievable. West Germany was totally 
unprepared for unification.” His sour 
criticism is vindicated by the actions 
of West German leaders at the time. 

Chancellor Helmut Kohl was so out 


of touch with the Berlin drama that he 
was caught startled on a visit to War- 
saw the night the wall came down. 
Small dissident groups like those 
involving Templin were less important 
than in neighbouring Poland, Czecho- 
slovakia or Hungary. And their signif- 
icance was further eroded by the sub- 
sequent rollover of the big west Ger- 
man party machines and the big 
money of west German firms. There 
are no east German anti -communist 
heroes running the reunited Germany. 
Templin feels embittered, margin- 
alised, and rather superfluous. “There 
is no political party In Germany in 
which 1 could fit." Neither could he 
stand the bitchy, incestuous east Berlin 
intellectual scene once it was deprived 
of the righteous political struggle. He 
“fled” to the west, this time voluntari- 
ly, in 1 995, settling in the west Berlin 
Bohemian quarter of Kreuzberg. “I 
can't stand east Berlin any more. Time 
has stood still there.” 

Czech Republic 

Miroslav Stepan — Former commu- 
nist bureaucrat 

MIROSLAV STEPAN is almost the 
only senior communist anywhere in 
eastern Europe who went to prison 
after the regime fell. A heavy-set fig- 
ure with his hair in a short greying 
brush in the style long favoured by 
younger apparatchiks, he was in 
charge of the party in Prague in 1989. 
He got a four-year sentence for order- 
ing the police to use force against 
demonstrators. The official charge was 


“abuse of power.” 

Now he is secretary-general of whai 
he calls the Czechoslovak Communist 
Party (even though Czechoslovakia no 
longer exists). But Stepan is as contra- 
dictory in his lifestyle as any other for- 
mer party bureaucrat. He holds court 
in a tastelessly furnished, newly-built 
villa in the expensive Prague suburb of 
Barrandov. He is a director of Multys. 
a company that specialises in trade 
with Russia, Belarus, and Ukraine as 
well as selling bonds and commercial 
paper. Asked if this is not odd for the 
secretary-general of a communist 
party, Stepan parries genially: “You 
have to eat.” Now 53. Stepan has a bad 
word for all his former colleagues, 
including Gorbachev who, he is con- 
vinced, fell victim to Western flattery. 

“He was not able to carry the respon- 
sibility of leading the bloc. He spent 
too much time thinking of his own 
position” Stepan is sure the November 
collapse in Prague was orchestrated by 
modernisers in the STB, the Czech 
equivalent of the KGB. Too young to 
have had any role in the Prague Spring 
of 1968, Stepan sees the post-invasion 
leader, Gustav Husak, as a man who 
was too weak by 1989 to resist new 
demands for change. 

He sneers at other older officials as 
men “who just wanted six months as 
general secretary so as to get a place in 
the mausoleum.” 

Romania 

Gheorghe Copos — Businessman 
“HE IS clean, there are no black 


holes,” I was told by Gheorghe Copos’ 
assistant before meeting the Chairman 
of ANA, one of the largest family busi- 
ness groups in Romania. 

This is a routine reassurance when 
meeting a Romanian businessman, in a 
country where nearly a decade after 
the collapse of perhaps the most 
grotesque dictatorship in the commu- 
nist bloc, high ranking former senior 
Securitate officers openly run many of 
the international businesses. Copos, 
46, was bom in Transylvania to “a 
family of peasants who knew the value 
of money.” 

In Romania, those who were loyal 
members of the Communist Party and 
given access to the West. “During that 
[Ceausescu] period there were many 
bad things, maybe more bad things 
than good” Copos says. “But you 
must never say that everything that 
was done at that time was bad.” What 
in particular disturbed him about the 
regime at the time? "There was this 
isolation mentality of Romanians 
which was bad.” His business pro- 
duces cakes, electrical motors and 
owns shares in the newspaper. Roma- 
nia Libera. Copos owns the five star 
Crowne Plaza Floras hotel in 
Bucharest (single room. $240 a night). 
This is unfortunately beyond the reach 
of most Bucharest citizens, who earn 
around $140 a month. 

— The Guardian 
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Anthony Misch, an astronomer at the Lick Observatory of the University of Califomia-Santa Cruz, perus- 
ing an archive drawer of miscellaneous documents has come across a 400-year-old horoscope, written 
by one of history’s greatest astronomers, Johannes Kepler (Reuters photo) 


Hi-tech speakers that 
are heard but not seen 


By Bruce Stanley 
Associated Press 

IN A twist to the Victorian adage about well- 
behaved children, a British high-technology 
firm has developed a loudspeaker that can be 
heard but not seen. 

NXT pk says its transparent speakers — 
glass or plexiglass panels that emit sound 
through subtle vibrations — rival conven- 
tional speakers in quality. 

The panel speakers are much less bulky 
than conical speakers, so the new technolo- 
gy should allow for further miniaturisation 
of electronic devices like laptop computers 
and televisions, the company says. 

See-through speakers could in theory, be 
as large as movie screens and small enough 
to fit on a business card Refinements in the 
technology might even enable a car wind- 
shield to double as a stereo speaker 

“You can let your imagination run wild 
You don’t have to think of these oblong 
boxes," said Jon Vizor, NXTs maiketing 
director 

NXT predicts that the first products con- 
taining transparent speakers could hit the 
market within 18 months. They are likely to 
be laptops, televisions and home-theatre sys- 
tems. 

The transparent speakers are triggered by 
an electronic "exciter" the size and shape erf 
a coin that is attached to the edge of die 
speaker paneL The exdter emits an impulse 
that causes die panel to vibrate, and the 
vibrations, which are invisible to the human 


eye, create sound waves. 

Unlike conventional loudspeakers, which 
contain a diaphragm that moves back and 
forth like a piston, different parts of the 
transparent speaker panel vibrate indepen- 
dently. The paneL or screen, ripples in a 
complex pattern that seems almost random. 

Under close magnification, the speaker 
surface resembles a three-dimensional map 
of mountainous terrain, with each peak 
punching the air to help create sound waves. 

“It’s Hke hundreds and hundreds of minus- 
cnle volcanoes erupting all over the screen," 
Vizor said. 

NXT says its see-through speakers have a 
wider frequency than conventional ones, 
giving them a deeper bass and a less tinny 
sound. And they project sound in all direc- 
tions at once, making it unnecessary, for 
example, that an audiophile face a stereo 
speaker to hear music at its clearest 

Headquartered in London, the 3-year-old 
company based its research on weak its sci- 
entists originally did to reduce cockpit noise 
in jet aircraft for Britain’s defence ministiy. 

“It’s quite a novel technology,” says 
Matthew Alleyne, a technology reporter for 
the Sectronics Times — a London-based 
weekly newspaper that covers Britain’s elec- 
tronics industry. “I would say it’s fairly rev- 
olutionary" So revolutionaiy, in fact, that 
some electronics industry watchers aren’t 
even aware of iL 

“If it’s space-saving and weight-saving, 
that sounds like great sniff” said Tom Wifls- 
Sandford of the "Federation of the Electron- 


ics Industry, a British trade association. 

NXT used similar technology to develop 
an opaque speaker panel two years ago. 
Some 90 firms, from NEC Corp. in Japan to 
Philips Electronics N.V. in the Netherlands, 
have paid for licences to that technology. 

Opaque panels are already available on a 
wide array of electronics goods, including 
personal computers and portable CD play- 
ers. U.S. audio companies licensed for the 
technology include Harman International 
Industries Inc., maker of JBL and Infinity 
speakers, and Alpine Electronics Research 
Inc. 

WharfedaJe International Ltd,afirm based 
100 kms north London in Huntingdon, uses 
NXTs technology to make an opaque 
speaker camouflaged as a ceiling tile. 

It also markets a speaker designed as a 
flamed picture, for use in homes, hotels or 
restaurants. Customers can paint or decorate 
the white speaker panel however they like. 

As for transparent speakers, Vizor says the 
technology for them is still so new thai NXT 
has yet to start selling licences for it 

Peerless Fabrikkerne A/S, a Danish com- 
pany that makes the exciters for speakers 
using NXT technology, is Hying to develop 
its own type of transparent speakers. 

Company President Nils Erik Kristensen, 
speaking from Copenhagen, acknowledged 
NXTs lead in die see-through technology 
race. But be suggested that competition in 
transparent speakers may not be far off.’Tt’s 
certainly something that a lot of companies 
are looking aL” be said. 


Village life 

I chip talk 



By Jean-Claude Elias 

TWO PHENOMENA are showing us 
how much the Global Village concept is a 
reality. The publicity around the Y2K (year 
2000) problem and the recent introduction 
in Jordan of the ISDN (Integrated Services 
Digital Network) are excellent proofs that 
the Kingdom is living in perfect syn- 
chronidty with the developed world and 
that the village is now smaller than ever. 

The Y2K issue has caught the attention 
of Jordanians from aD walks of life. The 
number of TV broadcasts, lectures, con- 
ferences on the question, and the coverage 
by the local media are growing and 
becoming more important as we’re getting 
closer to the dreaded day. Even those who 
are not directly manipulating computers or 
are not involved in some form of data pro- 
cessing feel, quite rightly, that somehow 
the problem is going to affect them too. 

Indeed, the infamous last 2 digits that 
keep the year in the date setting and dis- 
play in a wide array of equipment and 
machinery are far from being limited to 
computers. From VCRs to process control 
units in plants and factories, they all 
depend on the date to operate correctly. 

people are getting anxious to the point 
that, perhaps unconsciously, (hey can’t 
wait to see the “99” turn to “00” and take 
them back to the year 1900. In addition to 
the awareness campaigns and plans of 
action that the private sector is undertak- 
ing, the public sector also seems to realise 
how important it is to explain the problem 
and its implications. Earlier this week, a 
full page ad appeared in an Arabic daily in 
Amman, published by the National Infor- 
mation Centre and clarifying, at least in 
broad oinlines, the problem. 

Whether Jordan has started to tackle the 
Y2K problem early enough is another 
story. Compared to the United States, even 
some Western European countries were 
behind schedule in addressing the issue. 

On another ffonL the Joidanian 
Telecommunications Company 

announced last week that the long-awaited 
ISDN digiiaJ telephone network is now 
operational and thar it was ready to lake 
subscriptions from businesses and from 
individuals. The main advantages of ISDN 
over the traditional analogue system arc 
increased speed of transmission and high- 
er reliability. Practically h means dial 
downloading software and images (both 
still and morion) over the Internet is going 
to be much easier and fester than before. 
Some applications like on-line video that 
were either difficult or not practical with 
analogue lines will become routine. 

Although some new communication 
technology “beyond ISDN” has been 
recently announced in the United States, 
the feet that the Kingdom is offering ISDN 
to its citizens is certainly astep in the right 
direction and it places the country on a par 
with foe most advanced ones. 

Jordan is very much at the heart of vil- 
lage life. j 
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European Central Bank 
official sees three currencies 
dominating world economy 


TOKYO (AFP) — The dol- 
lar, the euro and the yen 
will dominate the world 
economy but only if Japan 
restores growth and lifts 
obstacles to promoting its 
currency, a European Cen- 
tral Bank (ECB) official 
said Wednesday. 

“I don’t think the world 
will be bi-pol ar. The yen 
has an international role 
already.” Tommaso Padoa- 
Schioppa. a member of the 
ECB board, told reporters 
here. 

"What I see ahead is 
Japan emerging from its 
difficulties and removing 
obstacles to the internation- 
alisation of the yen,” he 
said. 

Padoa-Schioppa. respon- 
sible for the bank's interna- 
tional relations, has just 
completed an Asian tour, in 
which he travelled to 
China, South Korea and 
Hong Kong. 

Before the arrival of the 
euro in January. ‘\ve had 
two stars (the dollar and the 
yen) and nebula." in world 
currency markets, he said. 
Now with European mone- 


tary union “Japan is third 
and maybe declining 
because of the economic 
problems,” he added. 

“One of the aspects of the 
Asian crisis is the coming 
to an end of the dollar peg." 
for currencies in the region. 
Padoa-Schioppa said. 

“The anchor role of the 
dollar in Europe ended in 
the 70s." Then it was 
replaced with the German 
mark, which opened the 
way to monetary union. 

“In this part of the world 
the situation is completely 
different and the dollar had 
preserved its anchor role.” 
he said. "Now many people 
are asking .themselves what 
should be the role of the 
yen in the future." 

“For countries in Asia the 
economic crisis forced 
them to think about the cur- 
rency situation,” he said. 
"There is a disposition to 
interrogate themselves 
about die role of the East 
Asian economies and par- 
ticularly Japan. It was not 
the case when everything 
was going fine and there 
was no such event as the 


euro to focus the mind.” 

Now the euro "gives the 
impression that you don’t 
have the U.S. dollar only 
anymore and makes people 
reflect on how important 
regional cooperation can 
be." he added 

“Ultimately the role of a 
currency is consistent with 
the economic strengths of 
the country. Since last sum- 
mer important new steps 
have been taken in Japan. 
TTie question is to see how 
the implementation will 
proceed and what the 
results will be." the ECB 
official indicated 

Japan's government has 
poured billions of dollars 
into stimulus packages and 
a broad bonk recapitalisa- 
tion programme. 

"The international role of 
the currency requires obsta- 
cles to be removed but this 
is not a black and white sit- 
uation.” Padoa-Schioppa 
said 

“The removal of obsta- 
cles is a step to be made but 
that does not mean moving 
from zero to 100 per cent.” 
he concluded 


Boost growth with 
money for poor, 
rich states told 


GENEVA (R) — A United 
Nations agenfcy has called 
for industrialised countries 
to inject more money into 
developing economies to 
stimulate global growth. 

Yilmaz Akyuz, the chief 
macro-economist at the 
United Nations Conference 
on Trade and Development 
(UNCTAD), said it was in 
the rich states' interests to 
help. 

He warned of a global 
political backlash if the gulf 
between rich and poor 
nations continued to grow. 

“It appears that for the 
second year developing 
countries' growth will fall 
short of growth in industrial 
countries,” Akyuz told a 
news conference to present 
an UNCTAD report on 
global economic conditions 
and prospects for 1999. 

He suggested a remedy of 
debt relief, regional aid pro- 
grammes and direct injec- 
tions of liquidity into devel- 
oping economies to raise 
demand, imports and 
growth. 

Akyuz said studies had 
shown that direct injections 


of money — in the form of 
aid. grants or debt cancella- 
tion — was likely to provide 
a stronger stimulus for 
growth than fiscal measures. 

‘This cannor be adequate- 
ly done by drawing on the 
resources of multilateral 
financial institutions which 
have been drained by finan- 
cial rescue operations,” the 
UNCTAD report said. 

"By contrast. Japan and 
the European Union are in a 
position to play an impor- 
tant role in providing a 
direct liquidity injection by 
recycling part of their 
(trade) surpluses in various 
ways to developing coun- 
tries in order to revive glob- 
al demand, boost trade and 
accelerate growth.” it 
added. 

Akyuz said if the industri- 
alised north stood by and 
did nothing, a development 
crisis loomed. 

T’m not sure this would 
be in the best interests of the 
U.S., Europe or anybody 
else, if the South gets into a 
development crisis with all 
its possible implications for 
global peace," he said- 


Oil producers to slash output, Saudi Arabia says 


SHAYBA, Saudi Arabia 
(AFP) — OPEC and inde- 
pendent producers will 
agree on output cuts before 
the group's meeting in Vien- 
na on March 23. Saudi Oil 
Minister All Ben Ibrahim 
Al-Nuaimi told AFP 
Wednesday. 

“Producer countries, 
OPEC and non-OPEC, will 
agree on lowering the level 
of production before the 
meeting." the minister said 
after talks with his Arab 


Gulf counterparts, without 
specifying the level of 
reductions. 

But it would be "substan- 
tia].” said his Qatari counter- 
part Abdallah A1 Attiya, on 
the sidelines of the inaugura- 
tion of the giant Shayba oil- 
field in the Rub A1 Khali 
(Empty Quarter) desert of 
southeast Saudi Arabia. 

In London. Brent climbed 
on the Saudi news to $1 1 .94 
from $11.56 at dose on 
Tuesday. 


An official statement 
issued after the meeting said 
the main aim was to elimi- 
nate the excess on world 
inventories. 

"The countries meeting in 
Shayba shall take all the 
necessary measures, in close 
consultation with OPEC and 
non-OPEC producing coun- 
tries. most important of 
which is a considerable 
reduction in current produc- 
tion. suffidenc to remove 
excess inventories from the 


market," the statement said. 

“The ministers expressed 
their optimism regarding the 
possibility of reaching an 
effective agreement, in the 
next few weeks, for the pur- 
pose of bringing stability to 
the market and significantly 
improving prices," it added. 

Low prices were “neither 
in the interest of the produc- 
ing countries, nor in the 
interest of the petroleum 
industry. This situation also 
has a negative impact on the 


global economy,” the state- 
ment added. "This is not 
acceptable and should not 
continue.” 

The United Arab Emirates, 
a notable absentee, agreed 
with the outcome of the 
Shayba meeting, said Attiya. 

Nuaimi said that differ- 
ences between Iran and 
Saudi Arabia, both OPEC 
heavyweights, had now 
been “settled” following a 
meeting of their oil ministers 
in Riyadh on Sunday. 
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ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) Try not to lose your temper 
with an older person today, especially the one who hands out 
the grades or paychecks. You might think this person doesn't 
like you, but the opposite is more likely true. You’ve been 
making a very good impression lately, when you weren't wis- 
ing off. Control that tendency and you might even earn a 
bonus. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) If you can start your week- 
end early, you really ought to do it. This is a fabulous day to 
travel, with a couple of minor annoyances. You can get by 
those relatively easily, if you watch when? you're going. You 
also need to watch what you’re saying. Don’t let the cat out 
of the bag. 

GEMINI: (May 2 1 to June 211 There’s an argument brewing 
today, but it doesn't concern you personally, so you’d be wise 
to stay out of it. The people who are hassling with each other 
can reach a compromise more quickly if they don’t get ner- 
vous. Just focus on the job you’re supposed to be doing, and 
let them work it out among themselves. 

CANCER: (June 22 to July 2 1 ) You may have to shout today 
to be heatd over all the noise and confusion. If you can make 
sure your ideas get across through subtler ways, by all means, 
go ahead. You're a master at innuendo, but today it might take 
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something a little bolder than that. Don't be afraid to speak up. 
LEO: (July 22 to August 21 )The work you’ve been putting off 
all week is finally going to catch up with you. Don’t let it take 
you by surprise. Be prepared, and be willing to work overtime 
if necessary, but don’t complain. You’ve had so much fun late- 
ly, this extra bit of work wfll seem like nothing. 

VIRGO: i August 22 to September 22) The work you've been 
doing lately should be starting to show results. You can stop 
trying to convince your friends that it's all been worthwhile. 
They’ll be able to see that with their own eyes when you invite 
them over, which may not be tonight. Tonight you should save 
for a more private celebration. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) Looks like somebody's 
pushing you to make a decision, but you’re not quite ready yet. 


Don’t let yourself get pressured into acting hastily. Decisions 
are not easy for Libras under the best of circumstances, and 
when you get rattled, you'll probably choose badly. Just 
explain that you're still collecting data. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21 ) If you’re running 
into a bunch of new problems today, congratulations. That 
means you've solved all the old ones. It’s always a sign of 
growth when you don’t know what you’re doing anymore, and 
that’s the territory you may find yourself in now. Not to worry. 
You learn quickly under pressure. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) Today 
there are some things you'll no longer put up with. That means 
you can't just sit there and ignore them any longer. Something 
that's been bothering you is going to have to be straightened 


out, and you’re probably the one who’s going to do it Be bold. 
CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) Watch out for 
breakdowns today. Something you thought was going to be 
there, isn't Somebody you expected to call you. Von' L You 
might miss a phone call yourself. Communications are gar- 
bled: the computers might even go down. Make sure you bock 
up everything. It's a good habit in general: today it's a require- 
ment. 

AQU ARRIS: (January 21 to February 19) Be careful today to 
express yourself clearly. You won't be the only one having 
trouble getting the point across. You should be more success^ 
ful at it than most people, since you do tend to be carefiii with 
your words. Advise caution to a friend who hasn't yet acquired 
that habit 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) You might notice today 
you’re a little short of cash. You may have to postpone some- 
thing you’d like to do, but don't despair. You'll find a wav 
around this dilemma by going a little farther out of your way. Lf 
In other words, don't pay top dollar if you cna get a bargain 
elsewhere. The time you spend looking could equal quite a lot 
of money. 

Birthstone of March: Aquamarine — Jasper 


THE Daily Crossword 


Edited by Wayne Robert Williams 


ACROSS 
1 Went last 
5 Refrain 
syllables 
10 Mess maker 

14 Pocket bread 

15 Defy authority 

16 Shade of blue 

17 Business letter 
abbr. 

18 That is (to say): 
Latin 

19 Yard-work tool 

20 Hemingway tide 

23 Actress Moran 

24 Removes the 
cover 

25 Louisiana 
cuisine 

28 Soothsayers 

31 Spanish cheers 

32 Will's contents 
34 Accomplished 
37 Grace Paley 

title 

40 Silly billy 

41 Glossy paint 

42 Excessive 
anger 

43 Creates suds 

44 The Silver 
Streak' co-star 

45 Boredom 

48 Geena Davis 

sitcom 

50 Beethoven title 

57 Foundry form 

58 Glassy 

59 Trolley car 

60 Pot entrance 
fee 

61 Bequeath 

62 Carson's 
successor 

63 Parakeet staple 

64 Called off 

65 Long-haired 
pack animals 

DOWN 

1 Verbal skirmish 

2 Heart of the 
matter 

3 Back of the 
kitchen? 

4 Ballerina 

5 Singer Lopez 

6 Defensive 

fortification 

7 First victim 
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Albany, GA 

8 Not as much as 

9 Choir voice 

10 Long, thin 
pieces 

11 Term of 
tenancy 

12 Like some 
tibekets 

13 Consecrate 

21 Container with 
a tap 

22 Music critic 
Ned 

25 Soft drink flavor 

26 For pity's sake! 

27 New York team 

28 Rower 
supporters 

29 Faculty 

30 & others: Latin 

32 Sicifian volcano 

33 Pretense 

34 6/6/44 

remembrance 

35 Othello's 
nemesis 

36 Color changer 

38 Use more 
lubricant 

39 Off course 



43 Supplied the 
cash 

44 In favor of . 

45 Thompson and 
Samms 

46 Nary a soul 

47 *48 Hrs." star 

48 Martin Of 'LA 
Story* 


49 Queried 

51 of Wight 

52 Welsh valley 

53 Main part of a 
bust 

54 Vicinity 

55 War wagon? 

56 Famous cookie 
man 
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WELL, HE 
WOULD, 
WDULDN*T 
HE-HEfe - 
-NO FOOL-. 



/ASM KNOW 
THAT WOMEN 
ARE SMARTER. 
THAN THEM— 
THAT© WHY THEY 
CHOOSE THE 
SILLIEST 



Mutt’n’Jeff 



THE BETTER HALF, 


By Glasbergen 



“My boss is sending me out of town 
for a week. If s a convention of people 
bosses want to get rid of for a week." 



unscramble these tour Jumbles 
one letter io each square, 
to form four ordinary words. 
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A review of news from the Arabic Press 

Reducing interest rates, production 
costs top list of private sector demands 


** ACCORDING TO Hani A1 Khaliii. 
board member of the Amman Chamber of 
Commerce, lowering interest rates in onier 
to encourage investments and 'activate the 
industrial and commercial sectors, is one of 
the imbalances that the new government 
should tackle to reinvigoraie the economy. 
He also sought higher cash liquidity which 
he described as ’’very scarce” at present. 

He said the government should address 
the issue of debts owed by traders to banks 
through rescheduling the credits, especially 
those who are well-known, in order to 
enable them to continue their businesses 
instead of declaring themselves bankrupt. 

Khaliii called for upgrading the cadres of 
the Ministry of Industry and Trade and all 
the departments and institutions affiliated to 
it and for computerising the measures at the 
ministry.. He said the government should 
fight against bureaucracy and set up an inde- 
pendent entity for investment to be directly 
linked to the prime minister. The entity 
would facilitate investment procedures from 
the point of receiving the investor until final- 
ising all the measures. Khaliii added noting 
that that was the process in which Egypt was 
successful in attracting investor. 

’The government should work for signing 
free trade agreements with Arab countries to 
expedite operating in accordance with the 
Arab free trade zone,” the board member of 
the Amman Chamber of Commerce 
stressed. Moreover, he called for activating 
the mechanism of "exporting” Jordanian 
labour to Arab Gulf countries in order to 
ease the unemployment problem and 
replace the foreign workers in the Kingdom 
with local job-seekers. 

Khaliii concluded by mentioning the prob- 
lem between foodstuff traders and inspec- 
tors from the Supply Department. In this 


regard, he called for easing the restriction 
imposed on those merchants especially the 
control measures on announcing prices on 
products which are not under priced by the 
government. 

Mohammad AI Tell, president of the Zarqa 
Chamber of Industry said: “If the govern- 
ment wants to achieve a real activity in the 
area of investments it should place as iis top 
priority the transparency in adopting and 
implementing decisions." 

He stressed the issue of supervision and 
control as being a main and pressing 
demand that requires immediate decisions. 
“The numerous parties entrusted with 
health, environmental, municipal... etc. con- 
trols and supervision create an atmosphere 
of confusion and discord as each entity car- 
ries its work independent from the other,” 
Tell said. He urged unifying the control and 
supervision in one institution to prevent 
harming any economic activity. 

Tell emphasised the need to follow a uni- 
fied tax policy on various industries and 
investments instead of the different types of 
taxes that investors have to go through. 

Fathi Sughayar. a board member of the 
Amman Chamber of Commerce, demanded 
a real support for the private sector through 
reducing production cost such as electricity, 
water and fuel charges in addition to interest 
rates. 

He also requested the government to assist 
in exports and opening new markets for 
Jordanian products. 

He concluded by asking the government 
to comprehensively review the bases on 
which Lhe civil service and military con- 
sumer corporations were established as the 
commercial sector is suffering from the 
unfair competition of the two corporations 
f AJ Dustour). 
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FORECAST FOR FRIDAY, MARCH 12, 1999 


By Undo C. Black. Tribune Media Services, Inc. 
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ARIES: (March 21 to April 1 9i Somebody's been sav- 
ing good things about you behind your back. Isn’t it nice 
when that happens? It's because you're authentic, that’s 
why. You do your best and keep your word. But today it 
looks like somebody’s going to ask for what you said 
you'd have done by now. So if it isn’t quite finished, bet- 
ter hurry. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20* If you could go where 
\ ou want to go and do what you want to do today, which 
does look possible, you may have to do without some- 
thing else. Unfortunately, this is one of those either-or 
situations, so if a loved one gets left behind, promise to 
make up for it later. 

GEMINI: tMav 21 to June 21 ) Ask a friend to help you 
set something you want today from far away. You could 
do this by yourself, but you might get a better price if 
you go through a friend of a friend. Meanwhile, be there 
for someone who's going through a rough time. This 
person doesn’t like to show emotions, but you’ll be able 
to tell that a kind word means a Iol 
CANCER: (June 22 to July 21) Some of the others are 
still making a lot of noise, but you're probably on the 
inside track. Looks like you know- what’s going on 
behind the scenes, and they don't. That’s why they have 
to holler and you set to sit there smiling. Don’t forget to 
speak up if you need to. though. You're much more 
powerful than you probably realise. 

LEO: (July 22’ to August 21 ) Continue to dig in and do 
whatever needs to be done, and then some. If you offer 
to do extra, you'll make a fabulous impression on one 
who's been watching you lately. Head off the rumours 
that you're a party animal by proving you can go beyond 
the call of duty. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to Sepiember 22) Don’t mess up a 
good thing today with a silly quarrel. It looks like such 
a situation would most likely occur around money, 
specifically money you and somebody else share. That 
could be the household account, for example, and how 
u> >pend it. Don’t get hung up on the details. You'll actu- 
ally save money bv being generous now. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) It might be a 
uood idea to postpone your date until tomorrow or the 
next day. Complications could arise, making it difficult 
for you and your friend to connect. It you really want to 
do it now. just allow extra time to reach your destination. 
Meanwhile, you may solve a work-related problem by 
usinn u trick you learned at home. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21) Sometimes 
vou’re pretty quiet. Other people might even think 
you’re shy. Troth is. you're pretty strong, bold, even 
brass} sometimes. But you ought to keep that part of 
yourself hidden for a little while. Looks like you could 
scare awav somebody you’re trying to attract. 
SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) You 
max have wondered where the money will come from, 
and todav. odds are good you’ll find out. Unfortunately, 
it’s probably not from the lottery. Instead of waiting for 
vour ship to come in. dust off old skills and get busy. 
CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20l Be care- 
ful to explain all the linle details in a financial transac- 
tion today. You don’t want any misunderstanding here, 
and if you pav attention the first time through, there 
won’i be- Romance is a little bit more difficult, unfortu- 
nately. The person you’re trying to talk to may not be- in 
the mood to listen. If so. try' again tomorrow. 
AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) You may 
hear someth in 2 today that’s very interesting, even a lit- 
tle ouiraseous. but do yourself and everybody else a big 
favour. Don't pass it along. Let the gossip stop with you. 
especially if it\ potentially harmful. Advise somebody 
eUe to do the same. 

PISCES' < February 20 to March 20) You should be able 
io express vourxelf pretty well today, so maybe you can 
final I v clear up an old misunderstanding. \ou may not 
e\en remember how it started, but that's not important 
now What matters is to dean up the old mess, so the rwo 
of you can ger hack into having fun and turning a profit 

together. 

Birthstone of March: Aquamarine — Jasper. 


ABB posts 
rise in ’98 
net income 


ZURICH (AFP) — 
Engineering giant ABB 
reported an 1 1 per cent rise 
in 1998 net profit to $1.3 
billion (1.15 billion euros) 
with most business seg- 
ments posting gains despite 
uncertainties unleashed by 
volatility of financial mar- 
kets. 

Revenues last year fell by 
one per cent to $30.87 bil- 
lion from 531.2 billion in 
1997, and orders taken 
dropped by 10 per cent to 
$31.5 billion, the group 
said in a statement. 

Profits last year reflect 
gains from a cost-adjust- 
mem programme 

announced in October 
1 997, which was fully cov- 
ered by an $866 million 
restructuring charge in that 
year. 

Given high operating 
cash flow and net income 
margins, the group forecast 
that net income in 1999 
would exceed the figure 
last year. 

“In a difficult economic 
environment, orders and 
revenues for ABB group 
are expected to increase,” 
the statement said. 
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BNP unveils surprise offer 
for Paribas, Societe Generale 
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PARIS (R) — French 
bank Basque Nationale de 
Paris (BNP) has launched 
a surprise bid to gobble up 
rivals Paribas and Societe 
Generale, a pair of finan- 
cial institutions that had 
already agreed to merge 
with each other. 

The bold takeover offer, 
if it succeeds, would cre- 
ate Europe's biggest bank 
by far in terms of assets 
and among the largest in 
the world. 

“The idea is to create a 
French champion in the 
European banking indus- 
try and a major player at 
world level,” a BNP 
spokeswoman told 

Reuters. 

She said BNP had 
offered to buy all out- 
standing shares of both 
banks, which recently 
announced their own plans 
to merge into one of the 
world's largest banks. 

In what was believed to 
be the first unsolicited bid 
in modem French banking 
history, BNP was offering 
11 of its shares for every 
eight Paribas shares and 
15 BNP shares for every 
seven Societe Generale 
shares, she said. 

A corporate financier 
said he was mystified by 
the BNP plan. 

“At first glance I can’t 
see what’s in this for BNP 
shareholders, but perhaps 
that will become clearer 
later," said the London- 
based financier, who 
spoke on condition of 
anonymity. 

“This must raise the pos- 


sibility of a counter-bid 
for BNP (by takeover tar- 
gets Societe Generale and 
Paribas).” he added. 

The twin BNP offers 
were initially disclosed by 
the CMF financial market 
regulatory agency in a 
statements issued welt 
after the close of trading 
on Tuesday. 

CMF said BNP had noti- 
fied it of its intentions at 
8.30 p.m.(1930 GMT). 

The BNP spokeswoman 
told Reuters its takeover 
offers would create a 
group with a stock market 
capitalisation of 340 bil- 
lion francs ($56 billion). 

There would be major 
consequences in terms of 
staff layoffs from offers 
she described as “attrac- 
tive” to the shareholders 
of the two target banks. 

“There'll be no collec- 
tive layoffs, this is impor- 
tant,” she said. 

BNP’s offer is being pre- 
sented by Lazard Freres et 
Cie, Goldman Sachs 
International and Banexi, 
BNP’s own investment 
banking subsidiary, 

according to the CMF. 

Societe Generale and 
Paribas had no immediate 
comment. 

According to the CMF 
statement, BNP condi- 
tioned its offers on its 
ability to acquire at least a 
majority of each bank's 
outstanding shares. 

But it reserved the right 
to pursue the offer even if 
the targeted percentage is 
not reached, CMF said. 

BNP also conditioned 


the offers on approval by 
its shareholders of the 
issuance of the necessary 
shares to carry out the 
takeovers, the CMF said. 
It said the BNP board of 
directors had pledged at a 
meeting held on Tuesday 
to submit the necessary 
resolutions to its share- 
holders. 

The CMF said it had 
asked the Paris bourse to 
suspend trade in the shares 
of all three banks. 

Societe Generale and 
Paribas surprised financial 
markets in early February 
by announcing a 15.1 bil- 
lion euro merger that 
would create France’s 
largest bank and fuel the 
global trend towards 
fewer, but larger, financial 
institutions. 

BNP has been under 
pressure since then to 
strike an alliance of its 
own, but has insisted it 
would not be rushed into a 
deal for the sake of a deal. 

Chairman Michael 
Pebereau told a news con- 
ference this month BNP 
would consider “oppor- 
tunistic” external growth 
only if it created share- 
holder value and did not 
endanger performance 
goals. 

BNP also said last month 
it was interested in an 
“industrial project" with 
state-owned Credit 

Lyonnais, which is to be 
privatised later this year. 
It was not immediately 
clear how the new offers 
would affect those plans. 


U.S. firm pays $650 million 
for Israeli software company 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — BMC 
Software of Houston, 
Texas, has bought Israel’s 
New Dimension Software 
for $650 million in the 
biggest buyout ever of a 
local company, officials 
said Tuesday. 

New Dimension, which 
is traded on the NASDAQ 
market in New York and 
had sales of 593.6 million 
in 1998. signed a share 
purchase and tender 


agreement with BMC on 
Monday, said Dalia 
Prashker, one of New 
Dimension's three 

founders. 

BMC, the world's I2th 
largest independent soft- 
ware vendor, paid cash for 
the Israeli specialist in 
enterprise management 
software. 

“This was a great deal,” 
said Prashker. who found- 
ed New Dimension with 


two partners in 1983. The 
company came out four 
years later with a highly 
successful systems man- 
agement programme for 
corporate users. 

BMC’s acquisition of 
New Dimension came 
ahead of the U.S. firm’s 
planned merger on March 
30 with Boole and 
Baggage, New 

Dimension's exclusive 
distributor in Europe. 


A new experiment in the world of restaurants 


* Welcomes you as of Today 
Thursday March 11th, 1999. 

* Dishes from Oriental & 
Western food. 

* Warm and attractive 
atmosphere, where charm 
and quietness meet in the 
most luxurious area of 
Amman. 

Andareen: 7th Circle, 
near Safeway, 

Tel.: 5822594 
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DAJANI JEWELLERS 


What 
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9 ? Amra Forum Hotel 
Amman 



Many villas and 
apartments for 

rent and sale 

Furnished & Unfurnished 

For more information call: 

Abdoun Real Estate 

5920605/5920609/1 079/530007 
Web Site is 
www.abdoun.com.jo 


Studio Haig 

Professional quality in 
1 hour service 
Develop your colour f3m 

at our shop and get 

* JUMBO photo stye 
30% larger. 

* Free enlargement 

20x30 cm. . 


Shmeisani - Opposite 
Grindlays Bank. 
Phone: 5604042 
Sweffieh Tel: 822891 
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Quality Serviced Suites 

★One & Two Bedrooms *Fully 
Equipped Kitchenettes ★Dafly & 
Long Stay ★Reasonable Rates 


5th Circle 

| Tel: 5692672 - Fax: 5674551 

c-mail : crystal® pa. com. jo 


.FOR 
| RENT 

Deluxe Villas 
and Apartments 


SRNRBEL 



Real Estate 

SWEIFIYEH 

A. Hajarat Complex 
TeL 5864230 -5865167 
Mobile: 079/537588 


Budoet 



Car Rental & Leasing 
WE RENT LESS 

DAILY 

WEEKLY 


MONTHLY- 


Telephone: 962-6-5698131 
Fax: 962-6-5673312 
P.O.Box: 960486 
Amman-11196, Jordan 

E-mail: budget@go.com.jo 
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TO ADVERTISE IN THIS 
SECTION CALL 

5684311 - 5699634 EXT. 42 

& 

Fax: 5696183 



Bayerischer Hof 

German Restaurant 
LUNCH: 12:30p.m. - 3:00 p.m. 
DINNER; 6:30p.m. - 11:30 p.m- 
German coffee and cakes served all day 
Sweifieh - AI Hanira Street Tel: 5819730 / 581081 1 
PO Box 6555. Amman-1 1118 Jordan 
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5684311 - 5699634 EXT. 42 

& 

Fax: 5693337 


At 6th Circle 
Tel.; 5510001 


Vienna Cafe 

Feel at ease, while enjoying 
your Hubbly Bubbly. 
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Football leaders attempt 
to end World Cup boycott 


ZURICH (AFP) — The leaders of 
world football will meet here on 
Thursday in a bid to find a solution 
that would end an Asian threat to boy- 
con the finals of the 2002 World Cup. 

The 24-man FIFA executive commit- 
tee have been given until Friday to find 
an extra spot for an Asian team in the 
next World Cup — or face a boycott 
that would severly tarnish football's 
greatest showcase. 

The Asian Football Confederation 
delivered their ultunatiura Jasr 
December after FIFA announced that 
there would be only four Asian teams 
in the finals to be hosted by South 
Korea and Japan. 

That would mean two places for the 
host nations with two more Asian 
teams to qualify. 

In February, a six-man AFC delega- 
tion that included FIFA Vice-president 
Chung Mong-Joon of South Korea, 
met with FIFA President Sepp Blatter 
to push their case. 

“We had a very syrapathic hearing," 
said AFC general secretary Peter 
Velappan. 

But the threat of a boycott was not 
withdrawn and if an extra place is not 
found for Asia, AFC members have 
vowed to carry out their ban. 

At the heart of the dispute is FIFA’s 


decision after the 1998 World Cup to 
have the winner of the Oceania group 
play off with a South American team 
for place in the finals of the World 
Cup. 

Previously it had been an Asian team 
that had played the Oceania qualifier 
for the vital spot. 

The AFC now want the executive 
committee to reverse their decision 
and give them back the extra place. 

Asia had three guaranteed represen- 
tatives ar France '98. South Korea, 
Japan and Saudi Arabia all qualified 
directly while Iran defeated Australia 
in a playoff — under the so-called 
three-and-a-half places formula. 

The AFC wants a similar deal where 
it could have an extra spot through a 
playoff with another region to end the 
crisis. 

AFC members have made it clear 
they will not back down following 
what they consider to be a slight to 
Asian football. 

AFC Vice-president Manilal 
Fernando of Sri Lanka said: “FIFA is 
forcing us towards the wall to take 
drastic decision. We don’t want to take 
such a decision, all we want is a fair 
deal. FIFA should be fair to us. But we 
wifi boycott if we do not get what we 
want” 


Velappan insists Asia is not being 
unfair in its demand. 

“We have a very reasonable request. 
All we are asking for is half a place. 
Now it is up to FIFA to do a deal," said 
Velappan. 

But Velappan has warned that if 
FIFA fail to deliver, the AFC will hold 
a special congress, probably April, to 
vote on a boycott. 

But whatever happens, the AFC gen- 
eral secretary emphasised that South 
Korea and Japan would host the finals 
and nothing would prevent them play- 
ing. 

Also on the agenda for FIFA's exec- 
utive committee two-day meeting is a 
discussion on the outcome of the 
recent International Olympic 
Committee-organised conference on 
doping. 

During the meeting in Lausanne last 
month. Blatter flatly refused to accept 
calls for an automatic two-year ban on 
any athletics caught taking perfor- 
mance enhancing drugs. 

His stance angered many sports fed- 
eration heads. 

The executive committee now have 
to decide how FIFA will develop their 
own anti-doping programme. 


Kafelnikov falls in bid to unseat Sampras 


INDIAN WELLS (AFP) — 
Yevgeny Kafelnikov and Pat 
Rafter saw their hopes of 
toppling Pete Sampras this 
week evaporate Tuesday, 
suffering second-round 
defeats in the $2.45 mUlioa- 
Champions Cup. 

Australian Open champi- 
on Kafelnikov, who has 
been snapping at Sampras' 
heels since last month, sur- 
rendered a 3-1 lead in the 
third set to lose to Brazilian 
Gustavo Kuerten 0-6. 7-6 
(7/4), 6-3 in a battle of for- 
mer French Open champi- 
ons. 

World No. 5 Rafter, whose 
mathematical chance of 
overtaking Sampras was 
slim, lost to 33rd-ranked 
German Nicolas Kiefer 7-6 
(7/2), 3-6, 7-5. 

All of the top eight seeds 
had first-round byes, and 
Sampras was scheduled to 
open his campaign on 
Wednesday night against 
Spain’s FeUx Mantilla. 

Kafelnikov and Rafter 
were among four players 
who had a chance to grab 
the No. 1 ranking from the 
American this week. Now 
only third-seeded Alex 
Corretja and fourth-seeded 
Carlos Moya, both of Spain, 
remain. 

Corretja, in Sampras' half 
of the draw, faced a tough 
second-round match against 
Australian Mark 

Philippoussis on 

Wednesday, while Moya, in 
the bottom half of the draw, 
was to play Jim Courier. 

Each needs to reach the 
final to have a chance of 
supplanting Sampras. 

“I can't really explain 
what happened.” said a 
dejected Kafelnikov. “I just 
lost the focus for a little 
while. 

“Don’t get me wrong, I 
was trying as hard as I 
could. There's not many 
times you get a chance to 
become number one in the 
world.” 

Kafelnikov, who also had 
a chance to grab the top spot 
in London two weeks ago, 
said he was more disap- 
pointed to make such an 
early exit from the first of 
the ATP Tour’s prestigious 
Super Nine events of the 
year. 

‘1 just wanted to win that 
match so badly,” he said. “I 
was not thinking about num- 
ber one in the world I was 
thinking about winning that 



match.” 

He said he knew that his 6- 
0 first set win was too easy. 

“Anytime you win 643, 
you’re thinking I might be in 
danger,” he said "'When you 
win 6-0, that means the guy 
is not in the game yet 

“Then when you give him 
a chance ... That’s basically 
what happened. I got broken 
first game (of the second 
set), it was enough for him 
to come back to the match, 
get into the rhythm and start 
to play better.” 

felnikov added “You 


just don’t do those misrakps 
when you are playing some- 
one like Gustavo." Mwen suspended ~whilr four 


Yevgeny Kafelnikov from Russia drops the racket as he 
misses a point during his match against Gustavo 
Kuerten from Brazil at the Champions Cup in Indian 
Wells, California (AFP photo) 



Brazilian tennis player Gustavo Kuerten returns a 
backhand against Yevgeny Kafelnikov from Russia at 
the Champions Cup in Indian Wells, California. 
Kuerten won 0-6, 7-6 (7-4), 6-3 (AFP photo) 


Once the first set was out 
of the way, the match 
became a see-saw affair. 

“I think he lost concentra- 
tion in the middle of the sec- 
ond set,” said Kuerten, who 
led 3-1 in the second “But I 
didn't take too much advan- 
tage. I had a chance to make 
it 4-1 , but I just did a few lit- 
tle mistakes. 

“For me, the worst prob- 
lem was thar when he got 
up, he started to play really 
well.” Kuerten said 

“The first set, he was lead- 
ing three-love, he started 
playing boom, boom, boom, 
all the shots.” 

Rafter made 41 unforced 
errors, double faulting on 
match point. The two-time 
reigning U.S. Open champi- 
on suffered his third defeat 
in four matches. 

He said he knew coming 
in that he was unlikely to go 
all the way. He took off the 
time between the Australian 
Open and last week's tour- 
nament in Scottsdale, 
Arizona, to rehabilitate a 
sore knee. 

“I think it’s just a matter of 
not doing the hard work so 
far,” Rafter said. 

“I haven't been doing any 
serving practice since my 
knee,” he added. “This week 
has been the only time I’ve 
done actual serving training. 
And last week it was bloody 
awful, my serve. This time 
it’s just awful.” 

Seventh-seeded Tim 
Henman advanced smoothly 
to the third round with a 6-3, 
6-3 victory over Moroccan 
Hicham Arazi. 

In the third round he could 
face fellow Briton Greg 
Rusedski, who was sched- 
uled to play Australian Scott 
Draper in the second round 
on Wednesday. 


Daimler- 
Chrysler 
threatens 
to pull 
out of 
Olympics 


SYDNEY (AFP) — 
German car giant 
DaimlerChrysler has 
threatened to end three 
decades of financial sup- 
port for the Olympic move- 
ment because of the grow- 
ing scandal over Games’ 
finances, a report said here 
Wednesday. 

The merged German and 
American corporation has 
told the International 
Olympic Committee (IOC) 
that unless it dealt with cor- 
ruption urgently, it would 
cut all ties, the Sydney 
Morning Herald said. 

DaimlerChrysler senior 
vice-president Matthius 
Klein err accused the IOC 
and some national organi- 
sations of a “breach of 
mist” with their corporate 
sponsors. 

“We have said to the IOC 
that our continued support 
is conditional on you mak- 
ing a clear plan for creating 
complete transparency in 
your finances so everyone 
can see the money that 
goes in and the money that 
goes out,” he told the 
paper's Berlin correspon- 
dent. 

The Olympic movement 
is at its lowest point after 
Salt Lake City’s admission 
of cash and other induce- 
ments to at least 25 IOC 
members in its bid to win 
the 2002 Winter Games. 

The IOC has called a spe- 
cial meeting in Lausanne 
next week to give its 
response to the revelations. 

It is expected to vote on 
whether to, sack six .mem- 
bers. Five have already 


others have quit. 

Kleinert said Daimler 
would make its final deci- 
sion after that but warned 
the IOC that if it did not 
address sponsors' con- 
cerns, he would ask for 
outside auditors to inspect 
their books. 

The car giant has been 
providing cash and luxury 
vehicles for the Olympics 
since 1964. 

It had been planning to 
anchor a ship in Sydney 
Harbour during the 2000 
Games to entertain clients 
but this is now in doubt, as 
is a major promotion cam- 
paign involving the Sydney 
Olympics, the paper said. 

“Sydney is a great city 
and I hope we can still go 
ahead with our plans 
there,” said Kleinert. 

“I am planning to write to 
all the members of our 
board to ask them to go to 
Sydney because it is not 
just a sporting event 

“It will be a world meet- 
ing, a stockmarket for busi- 
ness contacts and negotia- 
tions. 

“It would be a great pity 
if this does not happen." 

Daimler is not the first 
sponsor to threaten action 
against the IOC. 

The Games’ 11 biggest 
sponsors, including 

McDonald’s, Coca-Cola 
and IBM, have let it be 
known they are furious 
with the IOC top brass. 

And U.S. firm John 
Hancock Financial 

Services, one of America’s 
top 10 insurers, has said it 
will not run its multi-mil- 
lion dollar advertising cam- 
paign unless the IOC 
cleaned up “the mess in 
which it finds itself." 


Jana Novotna of the Czech Republic eyes the ball during her match 
Rippner of the U.S. during 3rd round Evert Cup play in Indian Wells. Canto 
Novotna defeated Rippner 6-1, 6-4 (AFP photo) 

Graf and Novotna set 
to renew long rivalry 


INDIAN WELLS (AFP) — 
Steffi Graf and Jana 
Novotna renew their long 
and lopsided rivalry 
Wednesday in the quarter 
finals of the Evert Cup. 

Graf, the former World 
No. 1 and fifth seed, was 
brimming with confidence 
after trouncing Japan's Ai 
Sugjyama 6-0, 6-1 on 

Tuesday while Novotna, the 
reigning Wimbledon 
Champion. pronounced her 
6-1, 6-4 win over U.S. qual- 
ifier Brie Rippner “comfort- 
able." 

Earlier, French sixth seed 
Mary Pierce captured the 
last quarter final berth with 
a dominant 6-1. 6-0 victory 
over Italian Rita Grande in 
46 minutes. 

‘T went out there with my 
game plan and I stuck to it” 
said Pierce, who had a first- 
round bye and another 
quick 6-0, 6-3 win over 
Amy Frazier in the second 
round. 

“People have different 
L .outlooks on that,”, she said. 
“You can say ‘she hasn't 
had a tough test,’ but I look 
at it as I've saved ray energy 
until now.” 

Pierce set up a clash with 
17-year-old Serena 

Williams, who captured her 
first WTA Tour title less 
than two weeks ago in Paris. 

Williams survived a shaky 


second set to beat 
Zimbabwe’s Cara Black 6- 
0, 7-5. 

“She’s definitely playing 
some great tennis,” Pierce, 
ranked eighth in the world, 
said of Williams. “She’s 
probably got a lot of confi- 
dence.” 

Pierce took a peek at 
Williams' match on 
Tuesday and thought she 
saw some opportunities. 

Pierce said her only previ- 
ous match against Williams 
was in Chicago two years 
ago, where she lost to the 
youngster. 

“I'm excited about it” she 
said of her chance to settle 
the score. “I've played 
Venus (Williams) quite a 
few times in the past year, 
and I haven’t played Serena 
since Chicago 1997. It's 
going to be a lot of fun.” 

Neither Graf nor Novotna 
were expecting any surpris- 
es. 

‘Playing Steffi, I’ve done 
that so many times,” 
Novotna said ‘T guess I will 
just stick to the routine and 
just do what I do best, 
which is being aggressive 
and just hopefully we'll 
have a good match." 

Novotna groaned a little 
when asked about her head- 
to-head record against the 
German, who has won 28 of 
their 32 encounters. 


“I don’t even want to 
know it,” Novotna said. 

“'We've played. I don t 
know, an incredible amount 
of times," Graf said. "The 
last time we played. I think 
it was at the Chase 
Championships in 

November, which we had a 
very close match." 

The last time Novotna 
beat Graf was at 
Philadelphia in 1 996 — and 
that was when Graf retired 
injured. 

Grafs performance 

against Sugiyama didn’t 
bode well for the Czech. 

“I had some longer rallies 
and I felt I was moving very 
well, anticipating her shots 
very well." Graf said. "I 
definitely felt I was going 
for it I felt very good." 

In the other two quarter- 
finals, top seed and defend- 
ing champion Martina 
Hingis was to take on U.S. 
veteran Chanda Rubin and 
France's Sandrine Testud 
faced Slovakia’s Henrieta 
Nagyova. 

Testud ousted eighth- 
seeded compatriot Nathalie 
Tauziat in the third round on 
Monday while Nagyova. 
ranked 27th in the world, 
upset third-seeded 

American Monica Seles. 


2 more arrested in Premiership 
match-fixing probe 


LONDON (AFP) — Two 
more men have been arrest- 
ed in connection with 
alleged match-fixing in the 
English Premiership, 
police said Wednesday. 

Scotland Yard said the 
men were detained at their 
London homes on Tuesday 
by detectives investigating 
claims that floodlights 
were tampered with as part 
of a betting scam linke d to 
Far Eastern gambling syn- 
dicates. 

The latest detentions fol- 
low the arrest last month of 
four men, including a secu- 
rity guard, at Charlton's 
ground, The Valley, as the 
club prepared for the visit 
of Liverpool. 

The latest arrests by the 
Yard’s Organised Crime 
Group were in connection 
with two matches aban- 
doned after power failures 
two seasons ago. It is 
understood the men 
worked or still work at the 
grounds. 

A Scotland Yard 
spokesman said: “The two 
men were arrested on sus- 
picion of criminal damage. 

“One was detained in 


connection with a match 
between West Ham and 
Crystal Palace on 
November 3, 1997, and the 
other in connection with a 
game between Wimbledon 
and Arsenal on December 
22 that year." 

The first game, ar Upton 


Park, was called oft’ after 
47 minutes when the flood- 
lights failed within seconds 
of the home side equalising 
at 2-2. 

The second match, at 
Selhurst Park, was goalless 
when the floodlights failed 
in the second half. 
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Prince Ali meets Premier 
League officials 

AMMAN ~ HRH Prince Ali. president of the Jordan 
Football Association (JFA). Wednesday received presi- 
dents of the Premier League clubs for talks on their 
demands and problems facing them. During the meet- 
ing. Prince Ali. who was recently appointed as JFA 
president, stressed the importance of improving the 
level of soccer in the Kingdom. The club presidents 
stressed that the training of the national team should not 
affect local soccer activities and urged the JFA to 
reconsider the JFAs legislation and the process of dis- 
tributing Premier League's revenue. 

Athletics team in search 
of training ground 

AMMAN — jhe Jordan Athletics Federation's (JAF) 
technical committee will meet on Saturday with train- 
ers to determine a suitable place for training after 
Amman Stadium was closed for maintenance. JAF 
President Fu’ad Kaddoumi said the federation lacks a 
training track for the high jump athletes, for whom the 
JAF has recently enlisted a Ukrainian trainer for a 
monthly salary of $2,500. Meanwhile, the federation is 
still awaiting the Ministry of Sports and Youth's 
approval for its participation in Iran’s Marathon, where 
1 1 Jordanian athletes will represent the Kingdom next 
month. 

Handball team leaves for Croatia 

AMMAN — The men's national handball team Friday 
leaves for Croatia to hold a nine-day training camp, 
during which the team will play six friendlies against 
Croatian clubs as part of preparations for the 9th Pan- 
Arab Games — Al Hussein Tournament. 

Basketball event might start 
before Games 

AMMAN — The Jordan Basketball Federation will 
request the Jordan Olympic Committee to bring for- 
ward the date of the basketball event at the Pan-Arab 
Games to August 1 0. to enable it to end the competition 
before the men’s 20th Asian Championship which will 
be held in Japan August 28 - September 9. 


. 
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WBA heavyweight champion Evander Holyfield of 
the U.S. has his legs massaged before the start of his 
sparring session at the Church Street Gym in New 
York. Holyfield is preparing for his fight against 
WBC champion Lennox Lewis of Great Britain to 
be held at Madison Square Garden on Saturday 
(AFP photo) 


SCOREBOARi) 


Charlotte 
Milwaukee 
Minnesota 
Chicago 
1 Phoenix 
j Houston 
I Utah 
! Portland 
j Golden State 
i LA Lakers 


NBA 

Boston 

New York 

Seattle 

New Jersey 

Dallas 

Denver 

Cleveland 

Sacramento 

Vancouver 

LA Clippers 


kere 103 LA Clippers 99 

Italian Cup semifinal, second leg 

, r r 1 


Parma 2 Inter Milan 1 

(Parma qin 4-1 on aggregate) 

Two-leg final on April 14 and May 5 

French League 

Sochaux 0 Marseille 0 

Nancy - Bordeaux 3 

English Premiership 
Arsenal 3 S. Wednesday 0 

Dutch Cup quarterfinals 
Eindhoven Vv 0 Psv Eindhoven 5 

Fomina Sittard 3 Eiumen I 

German Cup semifinal 

Roi-W. Ober. 1 Bayern Munich 3 


o nci l IYF FURNISHED APARTMENTS 
RjNT iisi SWEIFIEH 

- •» lurimAms With utilities In the third floor “ 2 bedrooms wtth 
kftim ground floor. Both apartments are provided wfth i 
tJteohone satellite. Location: From 5th Clrde towards 
JKE? crass the 'first traffic light then turn to the first right 
SSftTSn- the St li left street end proceed MU the crass 
streets. 9 Amin Al Momany Street erwonem 

For more information call: Tel.: 5928092, 

59 22131.4642072 

CAR FOR SALfc 

Duty Unpaid 

lanuar 1994 model, mileage: 30,000km, full 
options, leather interior, 4 liters 6 cylinder Char- 
coal arav colour, in excellent condition. Umited use, 
only by the executive of a region^ office in Amman. 

interested, please contact office No.: 
5697142 - Mobile: 079/541201 


IOC 

investigator 
arrives 
to deliver 
report 


LAUSANNE (.AFP) — The 
fate of at least 13 International 
Olympic Committee mem- 
bers under investigation in 

relation to the Salt Lake City 
scandal could be known with- 
in 24 hours. 

Dick Pound, the IOC’s chief 
investigator into die scandal, 
arrived in Lausanne on 
Wednesday where he is 
expected to deliver his report 
on the corruption that riddled 
the American city’s successful 
bid to host the 2002 Winter 
Games. 

Pound is a Canadian lawyer 
and IOC executive board 
member who has chaired the 
six-man inquiry panel into the 
alleged misconduct 

The IOC is to hold a special 
general assembly here next 
week at which several mem- 
bers face explosion. 

The commission has been 
considering the cases of 13 
members, including three 
who remained under investi- 
gation when the initial part of 
the inquiry concluded in 
January — when nine mem- 
bers were expelled or 
resigned. 

The three who remain under 
investigation are Kim Un- 
yong of Korea. Louis 
Guirandou-N'Daye of the 
Ivory Coast and Vitaly 
Smirnov of Russia. 

Pound said another 10 
members had been implicated 
in fresh reports from Salt 
Lake City where 2002 Winter 
Games organisers have admit- 
ted they spent $1.2 million in 
cash payments, scholarships, 
free medical care and other 
‘inducements; 1 - 


NEW YORK (R) — Dell 
Curry drilled a 3-pointer 
with 3.4 seconds left to lift 
the Milwaukee Bucks to 
their fifth straight win and 
second dramatic victoiy 
over the New York Knicks 
in five days, 87-86 on 
Tuesday. 

Patrick Ewing left with 
Achilles tendinitis just 29 
seconds into the game but 
the Knicks opened a 78-71 
advantage with 7:45 to go. 
The Bucks used an 11-4 
surge, capped by Glenn 
Robinson's 3-pointer, to 
draw even at 82-82 with 
2:02 remaining. 

Then, down 86-84. 
Robinson drove the lane and 
dished to a wide-open cuny 
in the right comer. He 
drained the three-pointer. 
The Knicks had one last 
shot, but Latrell SpreweU's 
3-pointer as time expired hit 
the back of the rim. 

Ewing was taken to a hos- 
pital and given a magnetic 
resonance imaging exam. 
After the game, the Knicks 
said no tendon damage was 
found and his condition was 
day to day. 

Ewing suffered the worst 
injury of his career against 
the Bucks last season, when 


Pan-Arab Games gets additional 
$300,000 as 16 countries confirmed 


By Aleen Bannayan 

AMMAN — Isam Aridah, 
the director of the 9th Pan- 
Arab Games (Al Hussein 
Tournament), returns home 
today after having secured 
an additional $300,000 in 
sponsorship from the 
Council of Arab Sports 
Ministers following meet- 
ings which ended in Cairo 
Thursday. 

This brings the total 
amount of aid granted so far 
to $500,000 after having 
received another $200,000 
last year. 

During his recent tour of 
Egypt and Tunisia, Aridah 
briefed Arab League offi- 
cials on the latest prepara- 
tions for the Games which 
will be held in Amman Aug. 
15-31. 

Meanwhile, the number of 
countries having confirmed 
participation rose to 16. 
They are in addition to the 
hosts, Egypt, Iraq, Syria, 
Saudi Arabia, Algeria, 
Kuwait, Qatar, Morocco, 
Tunisia, Libya, Yemen, 
Sudan. Oman, Lebanon .and 
Palestine have not finalised 
the nature of participation 
while organisers were still 
awaiting initial , word from 
the UAE and Bahrain. 

Sari Hamdan, chief of the 
Jordan Olympic 

Committee's (JOC) techni- 
cal committee said a final 
word from participating 
countries was expected this 
month, after an earlier Dec. 
31 deadline was not met. 

“We have to know the 
nature of participation and 
the final number of teams 
and events for the success of 
all organisational aspects,” 
Hamdan noted explaining 
that any event with less than 
five teams for men and four 
for" women* "will be can- • 



celled. 

The preliminary number 
of 26 events is expected to 
be t rimm ed. A total of eight 
events were set to be 
Scrapped with the number of 
participating teams below 
the required minimum. They 
are women's fencing, hand- 
ball, karate, squash, fin 
swimming and men's bad- 
minton. horse endurance, 
and fin swimming. 

The 8th Pan Arab Games 
in Beirut had 19 countries 
taking part in 20 sports 
events. 

Insiders said the late con- 
firmation by some countries 
can be explained by a num- 
ber of factors. 

Athletes from North 
African countries might 
bave reservations about tak- 
ing part in the Games, which 
coincide with other interna- 
tional events such as the 
African Tournament and the 
World Athletics 

Championships. Officials 


expected the strain between 
Gulf countries and Iraq to 
also affect the Games. 

With only five months 
remaining die building of 
sports facilities is said to be 
on time: mainly the con- 
struction of a JD4 million 
multi-puipose indoor stadi- 
um with a 7,000-seat capac- 
ity, and the Olympic-size 
swimming pool which has 
come under heavy criticism 
for not being covered to be 
utilised in winter. 

However, work on the 
track and field stadium, in 
addition to installing and 
upgrading facilities with 
electronic timing machines 
and other requirements was 
moving at a slower pace. 

Moreover. JOC officials 
have recently expressed 
concern that the other main 
point as host country was 
the inadequate and lax atti- 
tude of some federations 
overseeing the training of 
athletes. 


Grappling with a host of 
administrative and organisa- 
tional issues seems to have 
shifted the focus from this 
technical aspect of the event. 

That concern was echoed 
by Mohammad Kheir 
Mamser, who took over the 
portfolio of Sports and 
Youth in the newly appoint- 
ed Cabinet, and immediately 
announced an emergency 
plan to activate all commit- 
tees and “get the ball 
rolling.” 

“Quite simply, some com- 
mittees have not started to 
do their job. They either 
need to be reactivated or 
annulled.” Jordan Olympic 
Committee (JOC) Vice 
President Mouaffaq Al 
Fawwaz told the Jordan 
Times in a recent interview. 

The last regional event 
Jordan took part in was the 
13th Asian Games in 
Bangkok in December, 
where Jordan only managed 
five medals, four by the 


Bucks edge Knicks, Ewing hurt 


he dislocated a bone in his 
right wrist. That injury 
forced him to miss the final 
56 games of the regular sea- 
son and a portion of the 
playoffs. 

Robinson scored 27 points 
for the Bucks, who also 
defeated the Knicks by one 
point five days ago. 

In Minneapolis, for the 
first time since Kevin 
Garnett was 14 years old, 
the Minnesota 

Timberwolves defeated the 
Seattle Supersonics at 
home. 

Gamen punctuated a 
fourth-quarter double-dou- 
ble with a follow dunk with 
18 seconds left, giving the 
Timberwolves an emotional 
85-84 victory over the 
Supersonics, their first ar 
home in the series since 
December 30, 1 990. 

The 22-year-old four-year 
veteran had 22 points. 16 
rebounds, six assists and 
four blocks. He had 12 
points and 11 boards in the 
final period and rescued the 
Wolves after they squan- 


dered a six-point lead in the 
final three minutes. 

Seattle lost its fourth 
straight, its longest losing 
streak since 1992. It had 
won 15 straight visits to 
Minnesota. 

In Charlotte. Paul Silas, in 
his first game as Hornets 
coach since Dave Cowens 
resigned, used a makeshift 
lineup and notched an 
unlikely 105-87 victory 
over the Boston Celtics, the 
team with which he won 
two championships. 

The Hornets were already 
long missing Glen Rice and 
Anthony Mason, and top 
scorer and rebounder 
Derrick Coleman missed his 
second straight game with a 
sprained right foot and 
guard Bobby Phills sat with 
left leg injury. 

In Chicago, Toni Kukoc 
scored 18 of his 28 points in 
the second half as the Bulls 
broke the century mark for 
the first time this season and 
routed the New Jersey Nets 
103-87. 

With the dismantled 


championship team reach- 
ing 100 points in the win, 
each fan at the United 
Centre who stayed to the 
end of the game between the 
worst teams in the Eastern 
Conference received a 
coupon for a free taco. 

Chicago is now 5-13, New 
Jersey 3-14. 

In Dallas, the Phoenix 
Suns wiped the floor with 
the Mavericks, pulling away 
in the fourth quarter for a 
103-91 victory. 

The game was delayed 
due to a filmy solution on 
the court. 

In Los Angeles, the 


Clippers matched the worst 
start in team history, 0-16, 
and moved to within one 
loss of the worst in league 
history, falling to the Lakers 
103-99. 

Shaquille O’Neal had 31 
points and 12 rebounds and 
Dennis Rodman grabbed a 
season-high 20 boards as 
the Lakers ran their winning 
streak to eight games. 

At Utah. Jerry Sloan 
returned to the sidelines and 
the Jazz returned to their 
winning ways. 

Sloan, who missed the last 
two games (both losses) 
recuperating from arthro- 


taekwondc team. The rest of 
the athletes failed to even 
match their own national 
records. 

Mamser met with repre- 
sentatives of sports federa- 
tions Wednesday to make 
sure everything were going 
ahead os planned with prac- 
tice, training camps and 
assessment on their short- 
term agendas. 

The Ministerial 

Committee charged with 
overseeing the Kingdom’s 
preparations underlined 
their support for the Amman 
Games, saying that they 
would recommend to the 
Arab League that Jordan 
receive additional funding 
and assistance. 

Since the Arab Sports 
Federation (ASF) advanced 
the date of the upcoming 
Games to 1999 instead of 
2001. the council has been 
trying to boost aid to the 
Kingdom. 

They will also try to gar- 
ner more support from the 
Gulf Cooperation Council 
and other states able to 
sponsor the mega-event and 
enable the Kingdom to pre- 
pare infrastructure and 
update sports facilities. 

Officials said additional 
sponsorship for Jordan's bid 
will be amassed through 
lowering the 50 per cent 
ASF margin of profit on 
promotion and television 
coverage. 

The Jordanian government 
had initially earmarked 
JDI8 million for the evenL 

Lebanon, which hosted the 
8th Pan-Arab Games in 
1997, received $28 million 
from Saudi Arabia and 
Kuwait to help in construc- 
tion of sport facilities 
destroyed during the civil 
war. 


scopic knee surgery, guided 
the Jazz to an 88-75 victory 
over the Cleveland 
Cavaliers as Karl Malone 
scored 2 1 points. 

In Portland, Isaiah Rider 
scored 13 of his 21 points in 
the second half as the NBA- 
best Trail Blazers (15-3) 
defeated the Sacramento 
Kings 103-98 for their 
eighth straight win. 

In Houston, Hakeem 
Olajuwon scored 20 points 
and the Rockets kept the 
Denver Nuggets winless 
away from home with an 
84-75 victory. 

At Golden State. Donyell 
Marshall had 20 points and 
10 rebounds as the Warriors 
handed the Vancouver 
Grizzlies their ninth straisht 
loss. 92-82. 



ERS! 



Beer-Sheva Tel Aviv 

Master of Science in Management 

since 1985 

A Graduate Degree in 
International Business Administration 

• Over 800 graduates since 1985 

• Full employment in Israel and abroad 

• Language of instruction: English 

• Networking/job search assistance 

• Transfer option to Boston and Brussels 

• Beer Sheva — one day a week 

• Tel Aviv — two evenings a week 

Fall Semester begins September 1999 

OPEN HOUSE — : 

Meet with the Programme Director 

Thursday, March 18 at 18:00 
Sheraton Hotel, 115 Hayarkon St., Tel Aviv 
For information and applications: 

Boston University, P.O. Box 653, Beer-Sheva 84105 
Tel: 972-7-6481333 Fax: 972-7-6481670 
e-mail: bostonu@bgumail.bgu.ac.il 
Visit our web site: www.bu.edu/meuintemational 


Help us put a smile on a Needy Child’s face 

"In Eid A I - Ad ha Al-Mobarak " 


Jordan River Foundation 
Chaired by Her Royal Highness 
Princess Rania Al- Abdullah 

Is organizing its’ annual fundraising 
campaign of collections for needy children 
for Eid Air Adha Al-Mobarak 

Clothes, blankets, toys, books, non-perishable foods 
’ and monetary 
contributions will be collected ■ 

From 24 February until 15 March 1999 
Between 8:00 am - 4:00 pm 

Collection boxes: 

• Jordan River Showroom j>. 

Jabal Amman-T* drcle^off Rainbpw St 

• Jordan River Main- Offices: V 
Abdo’un-Mawlood MukhlesSL 

. . . VTel : 5933211/2 • - - ’ v - 

^Monetary Donations Could be deposited ~ ‘ ' v -k . 
i^^special Jordan River foundation ' > - 
Bank.acc6uii^fe487f48'l-703 at Arab JJank, 5th circle branch 

dtemj wilh b^distrib uted 


hi^G^iq^r-ajneas of Jordan 

““ Ind in good condition. 
gk^Ms^kindly attach a brief 
^Xe^mnmended age or size. 








ROME (AFP) — Iranian 
President Mohammad 

Khatami spoke in favour of 
democracy and an end to ter- 
rorism here Wednesday, as 
protests continued to mar his 
visit, the first by an Iranian 
leader to Western Europe since 
the 1979 Islamic revolution. 

“I am convinced of the 
absolute necessity of finding a 
way to establish democracy 
worldwide and to refuse all 
forms of dictatorship. The 
world is tired of continuing 
violence and terrorism," 
Khatami told journalists. 

His comments followed an 
hour-long meeting with Italian 
Prime Minister Massimo 
D’Alema here on the second 
day of a three-day visit 

D’Alema said Italy and 
Europe hoped “to build rela- 
tions on the basis of principles 
and values and not just recipro- 
cal interests. Those principles 
— democracy, a respect for 
human rights and freedom — 
are for us irrevocable." he sakl 

Eariier. 13 people were 
arrested after protesters hurled 


paint al a car carrying Khatami 
police said. 

Their identities and national- 
ities were not disclosed 

R)lice said some were in 
possession of eggs filled with 
paint when they were detained 
At least two eggs filled with 
yellow paint hit Khatami's car. 

In another incident, three 
Iranian nationals, reportedly 
carrying posters hostile to 
Khatami, were detained in 
front of the monument to the 
Unknown Soldier, where the 
Iranian leader was to place a 
wreath. 

Security is tight for the visit 

Khatami arrived in Rome 
early Tuesday, where he was 
met by Italian Foreign Minister 
Lamberto Dini and later held 
talks with President Oscar 
Luigi Scalfaro. 

His visit has prompted 
protests by thousands of 
demonstrators, mostly Iranians 
living in exfle. 

Organisers said more than 
5,000 people responded to 
appeals by the Iranian opposi- 
tion People’s Mujahedeen and 


Italian right-wing opposition 
parties Forza Italia and the 
National Alliance to protest 
“The West is wrong to think 
it is welcoming a new 
Goibachev,” Befazad Naziri a 
representative of the People’s 
Mujahedeen. said 
“Khatami is not there to 
overturn the Islamic 
Revolution but to prevent it 
from being swept away." 
Naziri said 

Dini defended the decision to 
meet Khatami- insisting that 
Iran bad decreased its financial 
support for terrorism. Khatami, 
he said “has condemned ter- 
rorism as a tool in political bat- 
ties." 

Former Iranian Ambassador 
to Italy Perviz Khazai, living in 
exile, said “Iran is still export- 
ing terrorism.” He said since 
Khatami's election in May 
1997, 28 Iranian dissidents had 
been assassinated abroad 
A number of Italian deputies 
also participated in Tuesday's 
protest including Sandra Fei of 
the National Alliance, who 
called the visit “scandalous" 


and decried the regime’s “dis- 
crimination against women." 

Before leaving Tehran. 
Khatami who is accompanied 
by Foreign Minister Kamal 
Kharazi and Mines and Metals 
Minister Eshagh Jahanghri, 
said he hoped his trip would 
lead to biter relations with 
Italy and Europe. 

The trip is focused on eco- 
nomic relations at a time when 
Iran is suffering from a slump 
in the price of its main export 
commodity, oil. 

Iranian officials accompany- 
ing Khatami met executives of 
the Italian oil giant Eni 
Wednesday. 

Tehran newspapers have 
hailed the trip as a turning point 
in relations between Iran and 
Europe, which has resisted 
joining the United States in its 
campaign to isolate the Islamic 
regime for its alleged support 
of terrorism. - 

Khatami later left Rome for 
Florence, where he is to 
address academics. He is due 
to meet Pope John Paul H on 
Thursday. 


Demirel backs abolishing courts with military judges 


ANKARA (AP) — President 
Suleyman Demirel said 
Wednesday he favours amend- 
ing the constitution to abolish 
courts that include military 
judges and have been criticised 
as not being fully independent. 

Imprisoned Kurdish rebel 
leader .Abdullah Qealan is to be 
tried by a state security court 
which includes a military judge 
on its panel. He risks the death 
penalty on a charge of treason. 

Tbe Strasbourg-based 
European Court of Human 
Rights has questioned the 
impartiality of such courts. 

“Why should we be put in a 
position where we are consid- 
ered to be in the wrong, when 


in fact we are right,” Demirel 
told reporters, adding that par- 
liament should amend the con- 
stitution — a relic of the 1980 
military coup — after the elec- 
tions set for April 18. 

However, chances that par- 
liament would abolish the 
courts were considered slim, 
and certainly not in time for 
Ocalan’s trial expected to take 
place this spring. 

Turkey, meanwhile, has sent 
a letter to the European court 
outlining Ocalan’s detention 
conditions after the court asked 
Turkey to clarify bow Ocalan 
was captured arid describe his 
treatment on a heavily guarded 
prison island where he is being 


kept 

Turkey said Ocalan. who had 
been hiding in the Greek 
embassy in Nairobi, was cap- 
tured by Kenyan officials and 
handed over to Turkish author- 
ities at Nairobi's airport 
according to a European court 
official in Strasbourg who read 
the letter. He spoke on condi- 
tion of anonymity. 

Ocalan is being held in a 13- 
square-metre cell with access 
to hot and cold water. He has 
access to an open-air yard and 
reading material and was given 
a radio, according to the letter. 

Demirel also renewed a call 
on Greece to end support to 
Ocalan's Kurdish Labour Party 


orPKK 

Demirel said Athens should 
close down camps where PKK 
militants were allegedly being 
trained, extradite wanted guer- 
rillas. not provide aims and put 
an end to their illegal border 
crossings. Greece has denied 
that it houses such camps or 
has provided amis and aid to 
the rebels. 

On Wednesday, lawyer 
Ahmet Zeki Okcuoglu was 
handed over documents signed 
by the rebel leader appointing 
him and his brother. Selim 
Okcuoglu. as Ocalan's legal 
representatives. It was not clear 
when they would be allowed to 
seeOcalan. 


B ELGRADE (R) — Serbia's 
ultra-nationalist Deputy Prime 
Minister Vojislav Seselj has 
sent a message congratulating 
the staff of a Macedonian 
restaurant for beating up British 
soldiers, his office said 
Wednesday. A British military 
spokesman said 22 British 
troops were involved in an inci- 
dent outside a restaurant in the 
Macedonian capital Skopje last 
Thursday that left one soldier in 
hospital." Belgrade’s pro-gov- 
ernment press has reported that 
five Macedonian waiters beat 
up drunken British comman- 
dos. Seselj congratulated the 
waiters for their bravery. ‘Tie 
whole of Serbia is delighted 
with the lesson you taught the 
English occupiers. This valiant 
action is a real token of Serb- 
Macedonian friendship.” Seselj 
wrote to the restaurant owner. 

Romanian wants 
Monica declared 
persona non grata 

BUCHAREST (.AFP) — A 
Romanian deputy culled 
Wednesday for former WTiite 
House intern Monica 
Lewinsky to be declared per- 
sona non grata in the country 
because of her "doubtful 
morality.” "The scandalous 
behaviour of this person who 
turned her affair with President 
Bd Ginton into a lucrative 
business fisj liable to tarnish the 
image of the .American peo- 
ple." said opposition MP 
Nicolae Popa. Other Romanian 
deputies agreed. "A woman 
who boasts about her sexual 
relations does not deserve so 
much attention.” said Christian 
Democrat deputy Dan 
Barbaresso. But he added: "Bill 
Ginton on the other hand can 
come w henever he wants." 

‘Electronic’ Khatami 
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Serb radical thanks 
Macedonians for 
beating Brits 


FLOODS HIT HUNGARY: The Castle of Tiszadob. some 180 kilometres northeast 
of Budapest, is surrounded Wednesday by the floods of Tisza River. Rising flood- 
waters have forced the evacuation of almost 1,000 people in northeastern Hungary 
in recent days, and the situation is getting worse I AP photo) 


Suspected Libyan agents get 
life for bombing French airliner 


12 News 

Iranian president meets with Pope today 

Khatami advocates democracy, 
urges end to terrorism, violence 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


Qadhafi advises Arafat to delay state 

CAIRO (AFP) — Libyan leader Muarnmar Qadhafi on 
Wednesday advised Palestinian Resident Yasser Arafat to delay 
the planned May 4 declaration of a Palestinian state. “As a diplo- 
mat I advise Arafat not to proclaim this state in order to secure 
European recognition" for such a state at a later date, Qadhafi sad 
during a meeting here with Cairo University students and profes- 
sors. “We were patient for dozens of years and we can be patient 
for six more months or even more,’’ the Libyan leader said. 

11 PKK members killed in dashes 

DIYARBAKIR (AFP) — Gashes between Turkish security 
forces and separatist Kurdish rebels in three southeastern Turkish 
provinces have claimed 12 lives, the regional governor’s office 
said on Wednesday. Eight members of the Kurdish Labour Party 
(PKK) were killed in an operation launched in the mountainous 
rural areas of the Tunceli province. Three more rebels were killed 
| in fighting in the Diyarbokir and Bingol provinces, added a state- 
ment from the governor's office. The dashes also claimed the 
lives of a memba- of the Turkish forces, it said. 

Arafat to meet Blair on Mideast peace 

LONDON (AFP) — Palestinian President Yasser Arafat will 
hold talks Thursday in London with British Prime Minister Tony 
Blair on the Middle East peace process, officials said. A 
spokesman for B lair's Downing Street office said they would dis- 
cuss the situation in the Middle East. Palestinian sources here said 
Arafat would be calling on Blair to put more pressure on Israel to 
bow to Palestinian calls for statehood and to implement last 
October’s Wye River accords in fiilL 

Saudi defence minister to visit Iran 

TEHRAN (.AFP) — Saudi Arabia's defence minister. Prince 
Sultan Ben AWul Aziz, will make the first-ever visit by a Saudi 
defence chief io Iran in April, the Iranian defence ministry said 
Wednesday. “The visit will help strengthen cooperation between 
the two nations and create an atmosphere of greater trust,” min- 
istry spokesman Keyvan Khosravi said, quoted by the official 
news agency IRNA. The Saudi defence minister will bring a 
high-level military and political delegation for talks with Iranian 
officials, he said. 

Islamist party spokesman released 

GAZA CITY (AFP) — A spokesman of the Islamic Salvation 
Party, Razi Hamad, was released here Tuesday after being 
detained for five days. Palestinian officials said. Hamad was first 
arrested by Palestinian police Thursday, along with 10 other lead- 
era of the party'. They were all released Saruiriay, but preventative, 
security agents immediately rearrested Hamad. Another 15 party 
activists arrested last week were released Monday. The party, con- 
sidered a political wing of the radical Islamic Resistance 
Movement (Hamas'), angered the authorities by criticising the 
Palestinian state security court. 

Man in Iran dies during raid by police 

TEHRAN (AP) — Aphysician in Iran died of a heart attack when 
the vice police burst into his home looking for an illicit satellite 
dish antenna, a Tehran newspaper reported Wednesday. The 
physician, identified only as Dr. PakdeL suffered a heart seizure 
and died on the way to the hospital after the raid in die north- 
western city of Tabriz, the Jahan-e-Islam daily reported. The 
Farsi-language newspaper did not say when the raid took place. 
It quoted an official of the anti-vice headquarters in Tabriz as say- 
ing that agents entered the physician's home with a search war- 
rant. 


Saddam could be 
removed by 2001 
— U.S. official 


WASHINGTON (.AFP) — 
U.S. efforts to remove Iraqi 
President Saddam Hussein 
from office could bear fruit by 
January 2001, a top US. State 
Department official told a 
Senate panel Tuesday. 

Under fire from senaiore 
questioning whether such a 
change could come before 
President Bill Ginton leaves 
office, Elizabeth Jones, princi- 
pal assistant secretary of state 
for Near East affaire, replied 
“it’s entirely possible.” 

Jones was defending the 
Clinton administration's Iraq, 
policy from tough criticism by 
two Republican senators, who 
charged not enough was being 
done to bring about Saddam’s 
ouster. 

“We’re wasting a tremen- 
dous opportunity here" by not 
pushing hander for the Iraqi 
leader’s removal at a time when 
there seems to be broad support 
for it, stressed Republican 
Senator Sam Brownback. 


Brownback, who chaire the 
panel to which Jones testified 
also deplored limiting U.S. 
action to striking Iraqi installa- 
tions that target American and 
British jets patrolling “no-fly 
zones” in Iraq. 

Any campaign to remove 
Saddam requires “aggressive 
U.S. leadership" without which 
it “may take several years, it 
may take 10 years,” added 
Brownback. 

Republican Senator John 
Ashcroft, meanwhile, said the 
White House has “not spent a 
single dollar" to train and equip 
Iraqi opposition despite the $97 
million that could fund such an 
effort under a U.S. budget pro- 
vision. 

Jones painted a different pic- 
ture of American policy, saying 
Washington ■ was "working 
actively and aggressively" to 
bring about Saddam's removal 
but stressing the need to rally 
opposition groups before train- 
ing and equipping them. 


PARIS (AFP) — A special 
court on Wednesday sentenced 
in absentia six suspected 
Libyan agents to life in prison 
for the mid-air bombing of a 
French airliner in which 170 
people died in 1989. 

The seven judges deliberated 
for two and a half hours before 
handing down the verdict in the 
absence of the defendants who 
would be allowed a new trial 
should they later turn them- 
selves in or be handed over by 
Libya. 

The DC-10 UTA airliner 
exploded on September 39, 
1989 over the Sahara Desert in 
Niger while on a flight from 
Brazzaville. Congo, to Paris. 

Families of the victims 
expressed relief at the court’s 
ruling. 

“These people are no longer 
allegedly guilty, they are 
guilty," said Marc Denoix de St 
Marc, whose father Jean, the 
ex-director of Total Africa, died 
aged 49 in the crash. 

Francoise Rudetzkl presi- 
dent of SOS-Attentais, said it 
was now up to Libyan leader 
Muammar Qadhafi to live up to 
his pledge to respect the verdict 

“We can understand that he 
doesn’t want to extradite 
Libyan nationals but can he 
keep these criminals free?” said 
Rudetzki. 


Among the six accused is 
Abdullah SenoussL the 47- 
year-old brother-in-law of 
Qadhafi, alleged to have 
planned the bombing in his role 
as number two in the secret ser- 
vice. 

The others are Abdullah 
Qazragh. a Libyan diplomat 
aged 65 posted in Brazzaville at 
the time, Ibrahim Naell 40. 
Musbah Arbas, 47. Abdul 
Sal am Hammouda, 43. 
Senoussi’s former top aide, and 
Abdul Salam Shibanl 50. 

Their conviction in the three- 
day trial means they may never 
set foot out of Libya as they 
would face immediate arrest. 
Under French law their absence 
at the trial meant that they could 
not have lawyers contest the 
charges. 

Senoussi s attorney Francois 
Gibault said he was not sur- 
prised by the ruling as it was 
common procedure in France 
to hand down maximum sen- 
tences when defendants are 
tried in abstentia. 

“It's a salvo by the prosecu- 
tion and the civil parties with 
the defence absent from the 
proceedings,” he said, adding 
that his client was targeted only 
because of his relation to the 
Libyan leader. 

“It is not common procedure 
under international law to get at 


a head of state through one of 
his family members." Gibault 
said. 

Libya has been under intemur 
tional sanctions since 1992 for 
its alleged support of interna- 
tional terrorism following the 
attack on the UTA flight and the 
1988 bombing over Lockerbie. 
Scotland, of a Kin Am airliner 
which left 270 people dead. 

The UTA plane, which was 
on its way from Brazzaville to 
Paris after a stopover in 
Ndjamena. the capital of Chad, 
was blown up allegedly in a 
“Libyan plot” aimed at harm- 
ing France’s role in Africa. 

French authorities opted for 
the formula of a trial in absen- 
tia, after anti-terrorist 
Magistrate Jean-Louis 

Bruguiere was allowed to visit 
Tripoli, returning with a replica 
of the booby-trapped suitcases 
that blew up the UTA and Pan 
Am planes. 

The replica was provided by 
the Libyan authorities. 

Bruguiere investigated the 
possibility that the attack on the 
UTA airliner was the work of 
the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation or Islamist groups 
close to Iran or Syria, orlinked 
to Bernard Yanga. a jailed 
member of the Congolese 
opposition. But he rated them 
aliouL 


Lonely hearts column brings together lovelorn Palestinians 


By Khalil Abed Rabo 
Agence France Presse 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM — For 
lovelorn Palestinians there is only 
one place to turn to find Mister or 
Miss Right — the lonely hearts 
columns of the monthly magazine 
Fusta, which is now known as the 
top match-maker in the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip. 

Traditionally Palestinian mar- 
riages have been arranged by par- 
ents or by marriage-brokers who 
do not allow a couple to meet and 
to get to know one another before 
becoming formally engaged. 

Adverts are placed in Fusta’s 
pages by men and women who are 
desperate to marry but who want to 
escape the clutch of their families. 

In the five years since the idea 
for the column came to features 
editor Mohammad Sbeih. the mag- 
azine has carried more than 5.000 
adverts offering marriage. 

“We wanted to provide a channel 
for people who wanted to get mar- 
ried through unconventional chan- 
nels. for people who wanted to get 


to know one another before 
becoming engaged while remain- 
ing within the bounds of decency 
set by society.” Sbeih told AFP. 

In its early days religious zealots 
flayed the magazine in sermons 
throughout the Palestinian territo- 
ries, criticising Fusta for polluting 
local society with Western values. 

To keep critics at bay. the maga- 
zine has tough requirements before 
it accepts advertisements. Would- 
be suitors have to submit a full 
personal resume, copies of their 
identity card and several refer- 
ences. 

Fusta’s rigour works. Women 
form the overwhelming majority 
of advertisers and are, according to 
Sbeih, five times more likely to 
place an ad than men. 

Sbeih said there a number of fac- 
tors at work to explain the imbal- 
ance, foremost among them the 
fact that Palestinian society makes 
it much easier for young men than- 
it does for women to move about 
freely and search for a wife. 

“There is also a view in conserv- 
ative circles that by the age of 20 a 


woman who has not married will 
never marry. So what do you think 
a woman in her mid-twenties 
does ? It's a disaster. So she clutch- 
es at straws — anything not to be 
seen by her family and friends as 
being left on the shelf," Sbeih 
says. 

Top of the list of attributes for 
the knight in shining armour 
desired by most Palestinian 
women is. it seems, money — and 
lots of it. Wealth heads the require- 
ments for more than 70 per cent of 
those who place ads. while high 
levels of education are the least 
requested. Sbeih said. 

For men beauty is the number 
one stipulation, with advertisers 
wanting features which would test 
a supermodel. 

Men also request that the 
beloved should not have had "pre- 
vious experiences.” which usually 
means she has not even stepped 
out with another man. 

Economics also plays a role, 
with many men asking rhat a cor- 
respondent should have either an 
Israeli passport or a Jerusalem 


i3i uci. wnere mere 
opportunities to wor 
Palestinian territorie? 

Nabil, 32, is one o 
ful bridegrooms whe 
through Fusta’s page 
"I spent 15 years 
prison. When l got 
and I had a lot of pro 
divorced... I didn’t 
through the normal 
nels and get married 
I didn’t know.” he sa 
"I wanted to me 
whom I had got to 
getting engaged.” he 
Nabil started by 
hours with several 
replied to his ad wi 
someone whom he rt 
Then in January Ai 
The two talked c 
every day for two ’ 
times several times 
they were satisfied tf 
good deal in commor 
popped the question. 


disappears 


TEHRAN (AFP* — A high- 
tech electronic portrait 'of 
Iranian President Mohammad 
Khatami was stolen from a 
busy Tehran square after the 
city government received 
anonymous threats from out- 
raged callers. The Tehran 
municipality received a series 
of “rude and threatening phone 
calls” about the eight-square- 
metre electronic Kharnmi. 
which also displayed the do t e 
and time in northern Tehran's . - 
congested Quds Square. But O 
afterauthorities declined to take 
action, thieves took the presi- 
dent into their own hands and 
made off with the sign, the 
KhonJad paper reported 
Tuesday, it said the sign was 
worth siime S i 2500. 

Fashion on a roll 
with toilet-paper 
wedding gown 


PARIS t.AFPi — The first 
wedding-gown to be fashioned 
out of Japanese toilet paper is to 
feature on the catwalks when 
French couture house Leonard 
unveils his collection next 
Sunday. The gown, covered in 
roses, was designed in homage 
to lyrical French Renaissance 
poet Pierre de Ronsaid known 
for his sonnet on roses, said 
Leonard designer Daniel 
Tri bouillon! Why Japanese toi- 
let-paper? "Because it’s very 

< 'trwig and transparent." Ik 
said. 


Expert says jail is 
secret of Monopoly 


jail. John Haigh devis* 
puter programme wft 
more than 10 million n 
dice to find out whid 
302 statistically most 

The "Go to Jail" come 

most visited. So Haish 
ed he should build his 
empire on the oranse 
•^uares clustered art 
Paring lot at the come 

JOjI- as that was whe 
would most lil 
after leaving jail. Hai< 
jpgs showed that a 
light blue squares are 
profitable because the 
from the jail. 



